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A 



GENERAL VIEW 

O F T H E 

E P I C K POEM, 

AND OF THE 

ILIAD and ODYSSEY. 
ExtiaOed from B O S S U. ' 

I 

. S E C. T. I. 

^^^t^^\ H E Fables of Poets were originally 

employed in reprefenting the Divine 
Nature \ according to the notion 
then conceived of it. This fublime 
Subje^i: occafioned the firft Poets to 
be called Divines, and Poetry the Language of 
' tie Gods. They divided the divine Attributes 

, • Of ibi NtHuTi 9f Po^ry. 

» 
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iv A V I E w of the £ p i c r Poem, 

into (b many Perfons ; becaufe the infirmity of a 

human Mind cannot kifficiently conceive, or ex- 
plain, fo much Power and Action in a SimpU* 
city fo great and indivifible as that of God. And 
perhaps they were alio jealous of the advantages 
they reaped from fuch excellent and exalted leant* * 
ing, and of wlikli they thougliL the vulvar part 
of mankind was not worthy. 

They could not defcribe the Operations of 
this Almighty Caufe, without fpeaking at the 
lame time of its Effects t fo that to Divinity 
they added Phy/o/cgy, and treated of both, with- 
out quitting the umbrages of their Allegorical 
Exprefiions. 

But Mcui being the chief and moft noble of 
all tliat God produced, and nothing being fo 
proper, or more ufeful to Poets than this Sub-* 
je6t ; they added it to the former, and treated 
of the doctrine of Morality after the fame man- 
ner as they did that of Divinity and Philofophy : 
and from Morality thus treated, is formed that 
kind of Poem and Fable which we call Epici. 

The Poets did the fame in Morality, that the 
Divines had done in Divinity. But that infinite 
variety of the aAions and operations of the Di- 
vine Nature, (to which our underitanding bears 
{o fmaU a proportion) did as it were force them 
upon dividing the fingle Idea of the Only One 
God into fevcral Perfons, under tlK^ different 
names of J^.fr'fer, jnnoy Neptune and the reft. 
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- tod o£ the Iliad and Odyssey, v 

, And on the other hand, the nature of Moral 

Phllofophy being fuch, as never to treat of things 
particular, but in general the Epick Poets 
were obliged to unite in one fmgle Idea, in one 
and the lame Perfon, and in an Aftion which 
appeared fmgular, all that looked like it in dif* 
ferent perfbns, and in various a£lions; which 
might be thus contained as lb many Species un- 
der their Qenus. 

Tlie Prefencc of the Deity, and the Care fuch 
an auguft Caufe is to be fuppofed to take about 
any action, obliges the Poet to reprelent this ac- 
tion as great, important, and managed by ^ Kings 
and Princes. It obliges him likewife to think 
and fpeak in an elevated way above-the vulgar, 
and in a ftyle that may in fome fort keep up the 
character .of the Divine Perlbns he introduces. 
' To this end ferve the poetical and figurative Ex- 
preflion, and the Majefty of the Heroick Verfe. 

But all this, being divine and furprifmg, may 
' quite ruin all Probability : therefore the Poet 
Ihould take a peculiar care as to that point, iince 
his chief aim is to inftru£t, and without Proba- 
bility any aftion is lefs likely to perfuade, 

Laftly, fince Precepts ought to be ' conciie, to 
be the more ealily conceived, and lefs opprcfs the 

^ Res geftae rcgumque ducumque. Har, Art, FuU 

c ^ Cyi mens divinior aCque as 

Magna Ibnatunim, des Nominis hujus honorem. 4iorst^ 
. ' Qtitc<^uid pr^ipies dlo brevis, ut cito di6b . ^ 
Percipiant animi dociles, tcneantque iideles. Hor. Poet. 

A3 
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vi A V I E w of the E p I c K P o E M, 

memory 5 and fincc nothing can be more effec- 
tual to this end than propofing one lingle Idea, 
and colIe£ting all things fo well together, as tx> 
be prefent to our minds all at once j therefore the 
Poets have reduced all to one ' fingle aftion, un- 
der one and the fame defign, and in a body whofe 
members and pa^ts fhould be homogeneous. 

What we have obferved of the nature of tlie^ 
Epick Poem, gives us a juft Idea of it, and wC 
may define it thus : 

The Epick Pbem is a difcourfe myenfted: by 
*^ art, to form the Manners, by fuch inftruc- 
*^ tions as are diiguiied under the allegories of 
" {ome one important AAion, which is related 

in verfe, after a probable^ diverting and fur- 
" prifing manner.*' 

S E C T. II. 

'IN every defign v^^hich a man deliberately un- 
dertakes, the end he propoies is the hrft thing 
' in his mind, and that by which he governs the 
whole work, and all its parts: thus fmce the *. 
End. of the Epick Poem is to regulate the Mm^ 
ners, it is with this firfl: view the Poet QUght to 
begin. . 

But there isa great difference between the Phi- 

lofophical and the Poetical doftrine of Mamiers, 

• Denique lit quodvi's fimplex duntaxat, k unum» Hqk, fotU 
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* 

The Schoolmen content themfelves with treatii^ 
of Virtues and Vices in general: the inftruftions 
they give are proper for all States, People, and 
for all Ages. But the Poet has a nearer regard 
to his own Country, and the neeeflities of liif 
own nation. W^ith this defign he makes choice 
of fome piece of mondity, the molt proper and 
juft he can imagine : and in order to prcfs thi§ 
home, he makes leis ufe of the force of Reafoil-^ 
ing, thdn of the power of Iniinuation; acoomc^ 
dating himfclf to the particular cuftoms and in-* 
clinations of thofe, who are to be the fubjed» 
or the readers, of his wbrk^ 

Let us now fee how Homer has ac(][uitted him-^ 
ielf in tfaefe reipedis. 

He faw the Grecians, for whom he defigned 
his Poem, were divided into as many States as 
they had capital Qties* Each was a Body Pdi^ 
tick apart, and had its form of government in- 
dependent from all the reft. And yet thefe.di£« 
tin6t States were very often obliged fo unite to* 
gether in one body againi^ their conmion Ene- 
mies. Thefe were two very different forts of 
Government, fuch as could not be comprehended 
in one maxim of taocdkv/i and in one iingle 
Poem. 

The Poet therefore h^s made two diftinft 
Fables of them. The one is for Greece iti gene^ 
ral, united into one body, but compofed of parts 
independent on each otlier and the other foiT . 

A 4 
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viii A View of the Epick Po£M, 

each particular ft^te, confidered a3 tliey were In 
time of peace, without the former circumfhmces 
and the neceflity of being united. 

As for the fii ft fort of government, in the U- 
nion or rather in the Cotifederacy of many inde* 
pendent States j experience has always niade it 
appear, That nothing ib much caufes fuccels 
** as a due fiibordination, and a right underr 
.ftanding among the chief commander s. And 
on the other «hand, the. inevitable ruin of fuch 
" confederacies proceeds from the heats, jea- 
loufies and ambition of the different leaders, 
and the difcontents of fubmitting to a fmgle 
" General." All forts of States, and in particu- 
lar tlie Grecians^ had dearly experienced this 
.'truth. So that the moft ufeful and necefTary in- 
llrufticHi that could be given them, was, to lay 
before their eyes the lols. which both the People 
and the Pi inces muft of neceflity fuffcr, by the 
ambition, difcord, and obftinacy of the latter. • 
Homer dien has taken for the foundation of 
his Fable this great Truth ; That a Mifunder- 
{landing between Prmces is the Ruin of. their 
own States. " I fing (fays he) the Anger of 
chilksy fo pernicious to the Grecians^ and the 
caufe of fo many Heroes deaths, occafioned by 
the Diicoi d and Sepai'ation of Agamemnon and 
that Prince." 

But that this truth may be compleady and 

fully known, tliere is need of afccond to fup- 
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port it. It is necefl'ary in fuch a defign, not only 
to reprefent the Confederate States at firft diia-^ 
greeing among themfelves, and from thence un- 
fortunate i but to {how the iame States after- 
Wards reconciled and united, and of confequence 
viflorious. 

Let us now fee how he has joined all thefe in 

one general aftion. 

" Several Princes independent on one another 
were united againft a common enemy. The 
perfon whom they had defied their General, 
offers an affront to the moft valiant of all the 
" Confederates. , This offended Prince is (b far 
" provoked, as to relinquifh the Union, and ob- 
flinately refufe to fight for the common catife« 
This Mifunderftanding gives the enemy fuch 
an advantage, that the Allies are very near 
" quitting their defign with diihonour. He 
** himfelf who made the feparation, is not ex- 
empt from fharing the misfortune which he 
brought upon his party. For having pef- 
** mitted his intimate friend to fuccour them in 
«<' a great neceffity, this friend is killed by the 
enemy's General. Thus the contending Princes 
being both made wifer at their own coft, are 
^ reconciled, and unite-again: then this valiant 
** Prince not only obtains tl^e viftory in the pub- 
lick caufe, but revenges his private wrongs by 
" killing with his own hands the author of the 
" deatli of his friend." 
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• This is the firft Platform of the Poem, and the 
Fi^ion which reduces into one important and 
tiniverial A^on all the particulars upon which 
it turns. 

In the next place it muft be Tendered Probable 
by the cffcumftanccs of times, places and perfons : ^ 
ibme perfons muit be found out, already known 
by Hiftory or otherwife, whom we may widi 

Frobability make the aftors and perfonajes of 
this Fabk. Homer has made choice of the fieg^ 
of I'royy and feigned that this a^ion happen6i 
tlicre. To a Phantom of his brain, whom he 
w^ukl paint valiant and cholerick, he has g^veii 
the name of Achilles ; that of Agamemnon to his 
Genaral that of Bailor to the Enemy's Com-* 
mander, wd fo to the reft. 

Befides, he was obliged to accommodate him-i* 
• &lf to the manners, cuftoms, and genius of th0 
Greeks his Auditors, tte better to make them at- 
tend to the inftruction of his Poem i and to gain 
their approbation by pnufing them : fo that they 
iaight the better forgive him the reprefentation 
of their own faults in fome of his chief Perfon- 
ages. He admirably diicharges all thefe duti^,* 
by making thefe brave Princes and thofe vifto- 
rious people all Grecians, and the fathers of thofe 
h$ had a mind to commend. 

But not being content, in a work of fuch a 
length, to propole only the principal point 6( 
the Moral, aud to fill up the reft with ufelcfs or*- 
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naments and foreign inddents, he extends this 
Moral by all its neceflary confequences. As for 
inftance in the ^bjeft before us, it is not enough 
to know, that a good undeiftanding ought al- 
ways to be maintained among Confederates : it 
is likemfe of equal importance, that if there hap-» 
peas any divifion, care muft be taken to keep it 
&cret from the enemy, that their ignorance of 
this advantage may prevent their making ufe of 
it. And in the fecond place, when their con- 
cord ^is but counterfeit and only in appearance; 
one fhould never prefs the enemy too clofely ; for 
this would difcover the weaknefs which we ought 
to conceal from tSiem. ' 

The Epilbde of Patrocks moft admirably fur- 
nifhes us with thefe two inftru£)Sons. For when 
he appeared in the arms of Achilles, the T rojam^ 
who took him for that Prince now reconciled and 
united to the Confederates, immediately gave 
ground, and quitte'd the advantages they had be- 
fore over the Greeks. But Fatroclus^ who ihould 
have been contented with this fiiccefs, prcffes up- 
on He9or too boldly, and by obliging him to * 
fight, foon dilcovers that it was not the true 
chilles who was clad in his armour, but a Hero 
of mucli inferiour prowefs. So. that HeSor kills 
him, and regains thoie advantages which the 
Trojans had loft, on the opinion that Acbil^s was 
reconciled. 
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SECT. III. 

^ THE Odyjfey was not defigned, like the 
niady for the inftru£tion of all the States of Greece 
joined in one body, but for each State in parti— 
cular. As a State is compofed of two parts the 
Head which commands, and the Members which 
obey J there ai*e inftrudions requifite to both, to 
teach the one to govern, and the others to fub- 
mit to Government. 

There arc two Virtues neceflary to one in au- 
thority, Prudence to order, and Care to fee his 
orders put in execution. The Prudence of a Po- 
litician is not acquired but by a long experience 
in all Ibrts of btdinefs, and by an acquaintance 
with all the different forms of Governments and 
States. The Care of the Adminiftratioa fuffers 
not him that has the Government to rely up- 
on others, but requires his own prefence: and 
Kings who are ab&nt from their States, are in 
danger of lofing them, and give occafion to great 
diforders and confufion. 

Thefc two points may be ealily united in one 
^nd the fame man. " A King forfakes his King- 

dom to viiit the courts of feveral Pfinces, where 

he learns the manners and cuftoms of different 
** nations. From hence there naturally ariies a 

va^ft number of incidents, of dangers, and of 

s The Fahk •f the 0<!y%. 
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adventures, very ufeful for a Political inftitu-> 
tion. On the other fide, this Abience gives 
** way to the diforders which happen in his own 
kingdom, and which end not till his return, 
whofe prefence only can re-eftablifli all things.** 
Thus the Abfcnce of a King has the fame efFefls 
in this Fable, as the Divifion of the Prinees had 
in the former. ^ 

The Subje£is have fcarce any need but of one 
general maxim, which is, To fiiffer Hhemfelves 
to be governed, and to obey faithfully j whatever 
reafon they may ima^ne againft the orders they^ 
receive. It is eafy to join this inftruftion with 
the other, by bellowing on this wife and induf- 
trious Prince fuch Subjeds, as in his abfence 
would rather follow their own judgment than his 
commands ; and by demonftrating the misfor- 
tunes which this difobedience draws uppn them, 
the evil confequences which almofl infallibly at- 
tend theie particular notions, which are intifely 
different from the general Idea of him who oughts 
to govern. 

But as it was necellary that the Princes in the 

Iliad fhould be cholerick and quarrelfome, fo it is 
neceflary in the Fable o£the Odjffey that the chief 
perfon fhould be fage and prudent. This raifes 
a difficulty in the Fiftion j becaufe this peribn 
ought to be abfent for the two reaibns^^ aforemen- 
tioned, which are efTential to the Fable, and 
which conftitute the principal aim of it ; but he 
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cannot abfent himfelf, witliout offending againft 
another maxim of equal importance, viz. That a 
King fhould upon no account leave his Country. 

'It is true, there are fometimes fuch neceffities 
as fufiiciendy excuie the Prudence of a Politician 
in this point. But fuch a neceffity is a thing im- 
portant enough of itfelf to fupply matter fqr a- 
nother Poem, and this multiplication of the ac*' 
tion would be vicious. To prevent which, in 
the firft [rface, this Necefiity, and the dqparttq:e 
of the Hero muft be disjoined from the Poem ; 
and in the fecond place, the Hero having been 
obliged to abfent himfelf, for a reafim antacedmt 
to the a6tion and placed diftinft from the Fable, 
he ought not fo far to embrace this opportunity 
of inftru6Kng himfelf, as to abfent himfelf vo- 
luntarily from his own Government. For at 
this rate, his Abfence would bis merely voluntary, 
and one might with reafbn lay to his chaige sill 
the difbrders which nrught arife. 

Thus in the conftitution of the Fable he ought 
not to take for his action, and for the foundation 
of his Poem, the Departure of a Prince from his 
own country, nor his voluntary flay in any other 
place ; but his Return, and this return retarded 
ggainft his will. This is the &r& Idea Hmer 
gives us of it. ^ His hero appears at firfl in a 
ilefolate Ifland, fitting upon the fide of the Sea, 
which with t^rs in his eyes he looks upon a$ tlic 
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pbftade that had fo long oppofed his ketuni» 
and detained htm from revifiting his own dear 

Country. 

And laftly, lince this forced delay might more 
naturally and ufually happen to luch as make 
voyages by fea; Homer has judiciouQy made 
^ice of a Prince whole Kingdom was in an 
Ifland. 

Let us fee then how he has feigned aJ this Ac^ 

tion, making his Hero a perfon in years, be^. 

caufe Years are requiQte to iolb u^t a man in 

Prudence and Policy. 

" A Prince had been obliged to forfake his- 
native Country, and to head an Army of his 
Subjeds in a foreign expedition. Having glo* 
rioufly performed this cnterpfife, he was 
marching home again, and conducing his 
Subje6ls to his own State. But fpite of all 

" the attempts, with which the eagernels to re-r 
turn had in^ired him, he was flopt by the 
way by tempefts for feveral years, and caft up-, 
on feveral countries difieriug from each otbec 
in Manners and Government. In thefe dan-p 
gers his Companions not always following his 
orders, periihed through their own &ult. 
The Grandees of his country ftrangely abufe his 
abfence, and raife no fmall diforders at home; 
They confume his eftate, confpire to deftroy 

^ his fon, would conftrain his Queen to accept 

>^ pf one of them for her Huiband ; and indulge 



Digitized by Google 



xn A V I E w of the E p 1 c K Po E M, 

** themfelves in all violence, fo much the more, 

•* becaufe they were perfuaded he would never 
return. But at laft he returns, and difcover- 
ing himfelf only to his fon and Ibme others, 
" .who had continued firm to him, he is an eye- 
5< witnefs of the infolence of his enemies, pu- 
" niflies them according to their defcrts, and re- 
*^ ftores to his liland that tranquillity atid repofe 
to which they had been ftrangers during his 
abfcnce." 

As the Truth, which ferves for foundation to 

this fiftion, is, that the Abfence of a perfon 
from his own home, or his neglect of his own 
afiairs, is the cauie of great diforders : fo the 
principal point of the Aftion, and the moft EC- 
fential one, is the Abfence of the. Hero. This, 
fills almoft all the Poem : for not only this real 
abfence lafted fe'veral years, but even when the 
Hero returned, he does not diicover himfelf ; and 
this prudent dilguife, from whence he reaped fo 
much advantage, has the lame efFedl upon the Au- 
thors; of the diforders, and all others who knew 
him not, as his real abfence had before, fo that 
he is abient as to them, till the very moment o£ 
their punifhment. 

After the Poet had thus compofed his Fable, 
and joined the Fiction to the Truth, he then 
makes choice of Ul);ffcs the King of the Ifle of 
Itbaca^, to maintain tlie character of his chief 
Perfonagc, and beftowed the reft upon ^ekma^ 
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tbus^ Penelope^ jintinous, and others, whom he 
calls by what names he pleaies. 

I fliall not here infill upon the many excellent 
advices, which are lb many parts and natural 
confequences of the fundamental Truth and 
which the Poet very dextroufly lays down in 
thole hftions which are the Epifodes and Mem-^ 
hers of the entire Action. Such for inftance are 
thefe advices : not to intrude one s felf into the 
Myfteries of Government, which the Prince 
keeps fecret : tliis is reprefented to us by the 
winds Ihut up in a bull-hide, which the milera- 
ble Companions of U/r//es would needs be fo 
foolifli as to pry into. Not to Ibffer one s felf 
to be led away by the leeming Charms of an idle 
and ina6live life, to which the Sirens So?2g in- 
vited ^ Not to fuffer one s felf to be fenfualized 
by pleafures, like thofc who were changed into 
brutes by Circe : and a great many otlier points 
of Morality neceilary for all forts of people. 

This Poem is more ufeful to the People than 
the I/iaJy where the fubjefts fuffer j ather by the 
' ill condufl of their Princes, than through their 
own mifcarriages. But in the Odyfftyy it is not 
the fault of Vlyjfes that is the ruin of his Sub« 
je£h. This wife Prince leaves untried no me- 
thod to make them partakers of the benefit of 
his return. Thus the Poet in the Uiad fays/ 

* Iinpro!>a Siren defidia* Htfoi* / y 

ft 

VOL. I. B 



Digitized by Google 



f 



xviii A View of the £pick FoEMf. 

" He fings the anger of Achilles^ which had 
cauied the death of fo many Grecians and 
on the contrary, in the ^ Od^ey he tells his Read- 
ers, That the Subjefls periihed through thdr 
« own fault." 

SECT. IV. 

^ ARl ST'O'T L E beftows great Encomiums 
upon Homer for the SimpUdty of his defign, be- 
caufe he has included in one fmgle part all that 
, happened at the fiege of T roy. And to this he 
oppofes the ignorance of ibme Poets who ima- 
gined that the Unity of the Fabie or Aftion was 
lufficiently preferved by the Unity of the Hero ^ 
and who compofed their T'hefeids^ Herackids, 
and the like» wherein they only heaped up in 
one Poem every thing that happened to one 
Peribnage. 

He finds fault with thoie Poets who were fbi?- 

reducing the Unity of the Fable into the Unity 
of the Hero^ bccaufe one Man may have per- 
formed ieveral adventures, which it is impoffible 
to reduce under any one general and Ample head. 
This reducing of all things to Unity and Sim- 
plicity is what Horace likewife makes his firlt 
Rule. 

Denique fit quod vis fmiplex'duntaxat, & unum.!** 

} Of tbi Unity of tbt Fable. ' 
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According to thefe Rules, it will be allowable 
to make ufe of feveral Fables ; (or to fpeak more 
correftly) of feveral Incidents which may be di- 
vided into ieveral Fables ; provided they are lb 
ordered, that the Unity of the Fable be not fpoiU 
ed. This liberty is ftill greater in the Epick 
' Poem, becaule it is of a larger extent, and ought 
to be entire and compleat. 

I will explain myfeif more di(tin£Uy by the 
Practice of Homer. 

No doubt but one might make four diftin£t 
Fables out of thefe four following inftrudions. 

1. Divifim between tbofe of the fame Party ex-^ 
pofes them entifefy to their enemiis. 

2. Conceal your JVeaknefs^ and you will be dreaded 
X ets ffmch, as if you bad hone of thofe imperfe&iom^ 

of 'which they are ignorant, 

3 . When your flrength is only feigned^ and founded 
tmfy in the Opinion of others ^ never venture fofar 
as if your firength was real. 

4* The more you agree together^ the lefs hurt cm 
your. Enemies do yoUi 

It is plain^ I f^iy^ that each of thefe particulai* 

Maxims might ferve for the Ground-work of a 
Fi6tion, and one might .make four diitin^ Fables 
out of them. May not one then put all diefe in<* 
to one fmgle Epopea ? Not unlefs one fingle Fable 
can be made out of all. The Poet indeed may 

£ 2 
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have fo much Ikill as to unite all into one Bodfr 
as Members and Parts, each of which taken 
afunder would be imperfect; and if he joins 
them fo, this Conjunction lhall be no hindrance 
at all to the Unity and the regular Simplicity of 
the Fable. This* is what Hcmer has done with 
fuch fuccel's in tlie compofition of the Iliad. » 

I . ^he DiviJSon between Achilles and bis Allies 
tended to the ruin of their Dejigns. 2. Patroclus. 
comes to (heir relief in the Armour of this Hero^ and 
He£tor retreats. 3. But this young Man puffing 
the Advantage which his difgiiife gave him^ too far j 
njentures to engage with Heftor himfelf \ but not being 
mafier of Achilles'j Jlrength ( whom he only reprefented 
in outward appearance) he is killed^ and by this mean^ 
Jeanjes the Grecian Affairs in the fame diforder^ 
front which in that difguife he came to free thenu 
4. Achilles provoked at the Death of bis friend^ is 
reconciled^ and revenges his lofs by the death of 
Hector. Thefe various incidents being thus 
unhed, do not make different Adlions and Fsl- 
bles, but are only the uncompleat and unfinifhed 
paits of one and the fame Action and Fable^ 
which alone when taken thus complexly, can be 
faid to be compleat and entire : and all thcfe 
Maxini)s o£ the Moral,, are eafily reduced into 
thcfe two parts,, which in my opinion cannot be 
fcparated witliout enervating the force oi both* 
The two pvts are thefe, " That a right under- 

Concordia res parvae crefcunt : difeordta magasr di]abusx<^ 
tur. SaUuft. de btUo Ju£. 
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Handing is the prcrci v aiion, and Difcord the de- 
ftruclion of States. 

Though then the Poet has made ufe of two 
parts in his Poems, each of which might have 
ferved for a Fabie> as we have oblerved : yet this 
Multiplication cannot be called a vicious and ir- 
regular Polymythia^ contrary to the neceflary Unity 
and SimpHcity of the Fable ; but it gives the 
Fable another qualification, altogether neceflary 
and regular, namely its Perfection and finifhing 
ftroke. 

SECT. V. 

» THE A£tion of a Poem is the Subject which 
the Poet undertakes, propoles, and builds upon. 
So that the Moral and the Inftruftions which are 
the end of the Epick Poem are not the Matter 
of it. Thofe the Poets leave in their Allegorical 
and figurative obfcurity. They only give notice 
at the Exordium^ that they ling fome Adlion. "The 
Revenge of Achilles, the Return of Ulyfles, &c. 

. Since then the A£lion is the Matter of a Fable, 
It is evident that whatever incidents are eflential 
to the Fable, or conftitute a part of it, are ne- 
ceflary alfo to tlie Action, and are parts of the 
Epick Matter, none of which ought to be omit- . 

ted. Such, for Inftance, are the contention of A- 
jgamemnon md Acbiiies, theflaughter /^f^ermake^ 

. ''Of ibe Aclioa of ihe E^ick Poem. 
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in the Grecian Army, the Re-union of the Greek 
Princes ; and laftly, the Re-fettlement and Viitory 
which was the confequence of that Re-union. 

There are four qualifications in the Epick Ac?» 
tion : the firft is its Unity ^ the iecond its Jnte^ 
grityy the third its Importance^ the fourth its 
Duration. 

The Unity of the Epick Aftion, as well as tho 
Unity of the Fable, does not confift either in the 
Unity of the Hero, or in the Unity of Time : 
three things I fuppofe are neceflary to it. The 
firft is, to make ule of no Epifode but what arifes 
from the very platform and foundation of the 
Action, and is as it were a natural member of 
the body* The iecond is, exaAly tp unite theie 
Epifodes and thefe Members with one another. 
And the third is, never to finiili any Epifode fq 
^as it may ieem to be an entire Action ; but to 
let each Ej)jfode ftill appear in its own particular 
nature, as the member of a body, and ^ a part 
of itfelf not compleat. 

• Arijlotle not only fays that tlie Epick Aftion 
ihould be One, but adds, that it ihould be en-r 
. tire, perfect and compleat, and for tliis pui-pofe 
ought to have a Beginnings a Middle^ and an 
Rnd. Theie three parts of a virhole are too ge^ 
perally and univei fally denoted by the words, 
Begiiming, Middle, and End ; we may interpret 

m more precifely, and fay, That the Caufe^ 

e Of the Bi^tnmngy MMi^ aid End 9f tb$ 4^m. ^ ' 
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and Deiigns of ah A6lion are the Beginning « 
that the EfFefls of thefe Caufes, and the Difficul- 
ties that are met with in the execution of theie 

defigns, are the Middle ; and that the Unravel- 
ling and Refolution of thefe difficulties are the 
End. 

* Homers defign in the Iliad is to relate the 
Anger and Revenge of jkbiUes. The Spinning 
of this Aftion is the Change of AchiUes from a 
calm to a paffionate temper. The Middle is the 
£ffe£b of his Paffion, and ail the illuftnou9 
Deaths it is the Caufe of. The end of this fame 
Aftion is the Return of Achilles to his calmneis 
of temper again* All was quiet in the Grecian 
Camp, when Agamemnon their General provokes 
AfoUo againft them» whom he was willing to ap- 
peafe afterwards at the coft and prejudice of 
Achilles^ who had no part in his fault. This 
then is an exa£): Beginning : it fuppofcs nothing 
before, and requires after it the Effefts of this 
Anger. Achilles revenges himfelf» and that is aii 
€xa£): Middle ; it fuppofcs before it the Anger 
of Achilles, this Revenge is the EfFeft of it. 
Then this Middle requires after it the EfFefb 
of this Revenge, which is the Satisfaction of 
* AcbiUes : for the Revenge had not been com- 
pleat, unleis AcbiUes had been fatisfied. By 
this means the Poet makes his Hero, after \\i 
was glutted by the Mifchief he had done to Aga^ 

' Tbi Aeiion of the Iliad. 
3 4 
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memnojiy by the death of Hedlor^ and the honour 
he did his friend , by infuldng over his Murderer; 
he makes him, I fay, to be moved by the Tears 
and Misfortunes of King Priam. We fee him 
as calm at the End of the Poem, during the fu^ 

, ncral of HcBor, as he was at the Begnining of 
the Poem, whilit the Plague raged among the ' 
Grecians. This End is juft, fince the Calmnefs 
of temper Achilles rc-enjoyed, is only an Eft'ecl 
of the Revenge which ought to have preceded : 
and after this nobody cxpefts any more of his. 
Anger. Thus has Homer been very exa£t in the 
Beginning, Middle and End of the Adion h^ 
made choice of for the fubjeft of his Iliad. 

^ His Defign in the Odyjjiy was to defcribe the 
Return oiVlyJes from the Siege of Trew, and his 
Aiiival at Ithaca. He opens this Poem with thQ 
complaints of Minerva againil Neptune^ who op-i 
pofed the Return of this Hero, and againft Ca-^ 
hpfo who detained him in an Illand from Ithaca, 
Is this a Beginning ? No ; doubtle^, the Reader 
would know why Neptune is dlfplcafed with Ulyf-' 
(iSf and how this Prince cam^ to be with Calypjb? 
He would know how h^ came from T roy thither ? 
The Poet anfwers his Demands out of the Mouth 
of Ulyjfes himfelf) who relates thefe things, and 
begins the Aflion, by the Recital of his Travels 
from the City of I'roy. It (ignifies little whether 
the Beginning of the A6tion be the Beginning 

9 yZv A^ion oftbi Ody%. 
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of the Poem. The Beginning of this Action 
is that which happens to Ulyjfes^ when upon 
his leaving T rcy he bends his Courfe for Ithaca. 
The Middle comprehends all the Misfortunes 
he endured, and all the Diforders of his own 
Government. The End is the re-inftating of - 
the Hero in the peaceable pofleflion of his 
Kingdom, where he was acknowledged by his 
Son, his Wife, his Father, and feveral others. 
The Poet was fcnfible he Ihould have ended ill, 
had he gone no farther than the death of thefe 
Princes, who were the Rivals and enemies of 
Vfyjjesj becaufe the Reader might have looked for 
fome Revenge which the Subjcfts of thefe Princes 
might have taken, on him who had killed their 
Sovereigns : but this Danger over, and the Peo* 
pie vanquiilied and quieted, there was nothing 
more to be expected. The Poem and the Adion 
have all their Parts, and no more. 

But the Order of the Odyjfey differs fiom tliat 
of the lUady in that the Pom does not begin 
with the Beginning of the AStion. 

' The Caujes of the ABion are alio wliat tlic 
Poet is obliged to give an Account of. There 
are three forts of Caufcs, the Humours, the In- 
terefts, and the Defigns of Men } and tliefe dif- 
ferent Caufes of an Aftion are likewife often the 
Caufes of one another, every Man taking up 
thofe Interefbs in which his Humour ingages him^ 

r Of tht Caufes and Beginmng of tin Ji0cn^ 
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' and forming thofe Defigns to which his Humour 
and Intereft incline him. Of all thefe the Poet 
ought to inform hit Readers, and render them 
confpicuous in his principal Perfonages. 

Homer has ingoikniily begun his Odjfjey with 
the Tr^faftions at Itbaca, during the abfence 
of Ulyjes^ If he had begun with the Travels of 
his Hero, he would icarce have ipc^en of any 
one elfe, and a man might have read a great deal 
of the Poem, without conceiving the leaft Idea 
of lelemacbusy Penelope, or her Suitors, who had 
fo great a ihare in the Action ; but in the Be- 
ginning he has pitched upon« befides theie Per- 
fimages whom he difcovers, he reprefents Ulyjes 
in his full Length, and from the very firft open- 
ing one fees the Intereft which the Gods take 
in the Aftion. 

The Skill and Care of the fame Poet may be 
ieen likewife in inducing his Peribnages in the 
firft Book of his //rW, where he difcovers the 
Humours, thelnterefts, and the Defigns of u^^^- 
tnemnon, Achilles^ HcBcr^ VhJJeSy and feveral 
Others, and even of the Deities. And in his 
^ Second he makes a Review of the Grecian and 
9rg/tf« Armies, which is full Evidence, tliat all 
we have here faid is very neceflfary. 

* As thefe Caufes are the Begimurig of the Ac- 
tion, the oppofite Defigns againil tliat of the 

f Q/the Middli or Jfttriguc oj' the Ail'm* 
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llero the Middle of it, and forn> that DifH- 
colty or Intrigue^ , which makes up the greateft 
part of the Poem j the Solution or Unravelling 
commences when the Reader begins to fee that 
difficulty removed, and the doubts cleared up. 
Homer has divided each of his Poems into two 
Parts, and has put a particular Intrigue, and the 
Solution of it into each Part. 

The firft Part of tlie Iliad is the Anger of 
Acbilles^ who is fpt revenging himfelf upon Aga^ 
tnemnon by the means of HcBor and the T rqjans. 
The Intrifpu comprehends the three days Fight 
which happened in the Abfence of Achilles : and 
it confifts on one fide in the refiflance of Aga- 
fnemnm and the Grecians : and on the 'other in 
the revengeful and inexorable Humour of Achil^ 
leSy which would not fufFer him to be reconciled. 
The Lois of the Grecians^ and the Defpair of 
Agamemnon^ prepare for a Solution by the fatis- 
fa^ion which the incenied Hero received from 
it. The death of Patroclus join'd to the Offers 
of Agamemnon, which of itfelf had proved in- 
e&ctual, remove this Difficulty, and make the 
y 11 ravelling of the firft part. 

This death is likewife the Beginning of the 
fecond Part ; fince it puts Achilles upon the de^ 
fign of revenging himfelf on Heclor, But the 
defign of HeSior is oppofite to that of Achilles : 
this Trojan is valiant and refolved to ftand on 
J^is Qwa Defease. Tliis Valour ^id Reiblutio^ 
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of HeSlor^ are on his part the caufc of the In- 
trigue. All the Endeavours Achilles ufed to 
meet wit;h HeSor and be the death of him ; and 
tlie contrary Endeavours of the Trojan to keep 
out of his reach, and defend himfeif, are the 
intrigue; which comprehends the battle of the; 
laft day. The Unravelling begins at the death 
of Heilor ; and befides that» it contains the in* 
fulting of ylchilks over his Body, the Honours 
be paid to Patroclus, and the Intreaties of King 
Priam. The regrets of this King and the other 
Trcja?2s, in the forrowful Obfequies they paid to 
He£ior's body, end the Unravelling ; they juftify 
the fatisfaftion of Achilles^ and demonJftrate his 
Tranquillity. 

The firft part of the Odyjey is the Return of 
Ulji^cs into Ithaca. Neptune oppofes it by raifuig 
lempefts, suid this makes the Intrigue. The Un- 
ravelling is the arrival of TJlvffes upon his own 
liland, where Neptune could offer liim no farther 
injury. The fecond part is the re-inftating this 
Hero in his own Government. The Princes that 
are his Rivals, oppofe him, and tliis is a freih 
Intrigue : the Solution of it begins at their deaths, 
and is compleated as foon as die Itbacam were 
appeafed. 

Thefe two parts in tlie Odyjfcy have not one 
common Intrigue. The Anger^of Achilles forms 
both the Intrigues in the Iliad $ and it is fo far 
t}ie Matter of this Epopea^ tliat the veiy Begiiv* 
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nmg and End of this Poem depend on the Be- 
ginning and End of this Anger. But let the De- 
fire Achilles had to revenge himfelf, and the De- 
fue Vlyjjh had to return to his own Country be 
never fo near allied, yet we cannot place theni 
under one and the fame Notion : for that Defire 
of Vlyjjis is not a Pailion that begins and ends in 
' the Poem with the Action : it is a natural Habit : 
nor does the Poet propofe it for his Subjeft as he 
does the Anger of Achilles, 

We have already obferved what is meant by 
tlie Intrigue^ and the IJnravelling thereof ; let us 
now lay fomething of the Manner of forming 
both. Thcfe two fhould arifc naturally out of 
the very Eflcnce and Subject of the Poem, and 
are to be deduced from thence. Then* Condud): 
is fo exa£t and natural, that it feems as if their 
Aftion had preliented them with whatever they 
inferted, without putting themfelves to the Trou- 
ble of a farther Inquiry. 

What is more ufiial and natural to Warriours> 
than Anger, Heat, Pafllon, and Impatience of 
bearing the leaft AftVont or Difrefpcd: ? This is 
what forms the Intrigue of the Iliad ; and every 
thing we read there is nothing elie but the EfFe(3: 
of this Humour and thefe Paiiions. 

What more natural and ufual Obftacle to thofe 
who take Voyages, than tlie Sea, the Winds, and 
the Storms ? Homer makes this the Intrigue of the 
.firft part of the Ot/j;//^: and for tlic Iccond, he 
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makes ufe of almoft the infallible effeft of th^^ 
long Abfence of a Mafia*, whofe return is quittt 
defpaired of ^ viz. the Infolence of his Servants 
and Neighbours, the Danger of his Son an4 
Wife, and the Sequeftration cS his Eftate. Bc- 
lides, an Abfence of almoft twenty Years, and 
the infupportabie Fatigues joined to the Age of 
which Ulyffes then was, might induce him to be* 
lieve that he fhould not be owned by tliofe who 
thought him dead, and whofe Intereft it was to 
have him really fo. Therefore if he had pre- 
lently declared who he was, and had called him* 
felf tflyjfes, they would eafily have deftroyed him 
as an Impoftor, before he had an Opportunity 
to make himfelf known. 

There could be nothing more natural nor more 
neceflary than tliis ingenious Dilguife, to which 
the Advantages his Enemies had taken of his 
fence had reduced him, and to which his long 
Misfortunes had inured him. This allowed him 
an opportunity, widiout hazarding any thing, 
of taking the beft Meafures he could, againft 
thofe pe^ns who could not fi> much as miih-ufk 
any harm from him. This way was afFonlcd 
him, by the very Nature of liis Aftion, to exe-* 
cute his Defigns, and overcome the OUtacles if 
caft before him. And it is this conteft between 
the Prudence and the DilTunulation of a fingle 
Man on one hand, and the ungovernable Info- 
kuce of fo many Rivals on tlie other, which 
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conAitutes the Intrigue of the fecend Part of the 

* If the Plot or Intrigue muft be natural, and 
&ich as fprings from the very Subje^li las has 
been already urged ; dien the WimUr^-'Up of the 
Plot, by a more fure claim, muft have this Qua- 
lification, and be a probable consequence, of all 
that went before. As this is what the Readers 
regard more than the reft, fo fhould the Poet be 
more exaft in it. This is the ^d of the Poem, 
and the laft Impreflion that is to be ftamped up- 
on them. 

We ihftU &)d this in the Odyffey. Ulyffes by a 
Terapeft is caft upon the liland of the Phcea^ 
eianst to whom he diicovers himielf , and defures 
they would favour his Return to his own Coun- 
try which was not very far diftant. One cannot 
lee any reafim why the King of tins Xfland ihould 
refufe fuch a reafonable Requeft, to a Hero whom 
he feemed to have in great Efteem. The 
dans uideed had heard him tell the Story of his 
Adventures ^ and in this fabulous recital confifted 
all the advantagie that he could derive from his 
Prefence ; for the Art of War which they ad- 
mired in him, his Undauntednefs under Dangers^ 
his indefatigaUe Patience, and other Virtues^ 
were fuch as thefe Iflanders were not ufed to. 
. All their Tdent lay in Singing and Dancings 
and whatsoever was charming in a quiet life* 

^ Of tin End «r VwrmMng 9/ $in Mkiu 



Digitized by Google 



xxxii A View of the Epick PoeM^ 

And here we fee how dextroufly Homer prepares 
the Incidents he makes ufe of. Thefe People 
could do no, Ids, for the Account with which 
Ulyjfes had fo much entertained tliem, than af- 
ford him a Ship and a fafe Convoy, which was 
of little expcnce or trouble to them. 

When he arrived, his long Abfence, and the 
Travels which had disfigured him; made him al- 
together unknown ; and the Danger he would 
have incurred, had he difcovered himfelf too ibon, 
forced him to a Difguife : laftly, This Difguife 
gave him an opportunity of furprifmg thofe young 
Suitors, who for feverai years together had been 
accuftomed to nothing but to lleep well, and fare 
daintily. 

It was from thefe Examples that Ariftotk drevr 
this Rule, that Whatever concludes the Poem 
" (hould fo fpring from the very Conftitution of 

*' the Fable, as if it were a uecejfar)\ or at leaft 
a frobabk confequence/' . 

SECT. VI. 

"THE "time of the Epick Aftion is riot 

fixed, like that of the Dramatick Poem: It is 
much longer i for an uninterrupted Duration is 
much more neceflary in an Aftion which one 
fees and is prefent at, than in one which we only 
read pr hear repeated, fiefides Tragedy is fuller 
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bf Pafiion, and conlequently of fuch a Violence 
. as camiot admit of long a Duration; 

The Iliad containing an Aflion of linger and ' 
iKiolemi^ the Poet allows it but a fiiort time^ a- 

bout forty Days. The Defign of the Odyjfey re- 
quired another Conduct ; the Character of the 
Hero is Prudena ^lvA lAmg-fuffering^ therefore 
the Time of its Duration is much longer, above 
m^bt Tears. 

* The PqlJwis of Tragedy are different from 
thole of the Epick Poem. In the former, Ttr* 
r^ttr and Pity have' tihie chief place ; the Paffion 
that feems mgft peculiar to Epick Poetiy, is 
•Aimiraiim. 

Bcfides this Admratton^ which in general dif- 
tinguifhes the Epick Poem from the Dramatick j 
•each Epick Pdem has Ukewife fome peculiar Paf- 
Jio72, which diftinguiflies it in particular from 
other Epick Poems, and conftitutes a kind of 
ftngohr and individual difiefence between thefe 
Poems of the fame Species, 't'hefe fmgular Paf- 
jions correfpond to the CharaBer of the Htro. 
•Anger and Tterroiir reign throughout the i7/W, 
becaufe Achilles is angry, and the mofi: Terrible 
of aU Men, The Mneid has all the foft and 
der Pajpons^ becaufe that is the Charafter of JE- 
neas. The Prudence, Wifdom and Conftancy 
of Ulyjjes do not allow him either of thcle Ex- 
tremes, therefore the Poet does not permit one 

Tbf Pajfum of the Epick Poem. 
VOL. I. C 
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of them to be predominant in the Odjifey. He 
confines himfelf to Admratifm only, which he 
carries to an higher pitch than in the Iliad: and 
it is upon this account that he intnxkices a great 
many more Machines, in the Odyjfey^ into the 
Body of the A£lion, than ajre to be ieen in the 
Actions of the other two Poems. ^ 

, * The Manners of the Epick Poem ought to be 
poetically good^ but it is not neceflary.they be al- 
ways morally {o. They are poetically good, when 
one may difcover the Virtue or Vice, the good 
or ill Indinations, of every one who ipeaks or 
a£b : they are poetically bad, whdi Perfons are 
made to fpeak or aft out of Charafter, or in- 
^confiftently or unequally. The Manners of 
7iea5 and of Mezentius are equally good, con- 
lidered poetically, becaufe they ^ually demon- • 
ftrate the Piety of the one, and die Impiety of 
the other. 

^ It is requifite to make the fame diftinflion 
between a Hero in Morality, and a Hero in 

Poetry, as between moral and poetical Goodnels.. 
Achilles had as much right to the latter as Mneas. 
Arijlotle fays, that the Hero of a Poem fliould be 
jieitiier good nor bad neither advanced above ' 
the reft of mankind by his Virtues, or funk be- 
neath them by his Vices ; that he may be the 
proper and fuller example to others, both what 
;p iinitate and what to decline. 

*' The fdamtru y Gbara^tr of the Her9» 
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The other Qualifications of the Manners are» 
^at they be fmtable to the Caufe$ which either 
raife or difcover them in the Pcrfons ; that they 
,have an exa6t Rejemblance to what Hiftory, or. 
Fable, have delivered of thofe Peribns, to whom 
they aie afcribed > and that there be an Equality 
in them j io that no man is made to a^t^ or ipeak^ 
• out of his charafter. 

* But this Equality is not fufficient for the 
Unity of the Qfora^er i it is further neceilary^ 
that the fame Spirit appear in all fort of Encoun^ 
ters. Thus Mneas afting with great Piety and 
Mildnefs m the firft part of the Mneid, which re^ 
quires no other Charaft^r ; and afterwards ap- 
pearing iUuftnous in heroick valour, in the wars 
of the fecond part ; but there, without any ap- 
pearance either of a hard or a foft dilpofition ; 
would, doubtleis, be far from offending againft* 
the Equality of the Manners : but yet there would 
be no Simplicity or Unity in the Character. So 
that^ befides the qualities that claim their parti« 
cular place upon different occafions, there muft 
be one appearing throughout, which commands 
over all die reft ; and without this, we may af-^ 
firm, it is no Character. 

One may indeed make a Hero as valiant as 
AchilleSy as pious as JEnecu^ and as prudent as 
Ulyjfes. But it is a meer Chimaera to imagine a 
ijero that has the Valour of Achilles, the Piety of 

» Unity of the Cbara£ter» 
C t 
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Mneas^ and the Prudence of Uijifis, at one and 
the fame time. This Vifion might happen to an 
Autlior, who would fuit tlie chai after of a Hero 
to whatever eadi part of the AAion might na« 

tui ally require, without regarding the Eflence of 
the Fable, or the Unity of the Charader in the 
feme peribn upon all forts of oecafions : thi» 
Hero would be the mildeft, beft-natured Prince 
in the World; and alfo the moft chcderick, hard- 
hearted, and implacable creature imaginable; 
he would be extremely tender like Mneas^ ex* 
tremdy vident like AcbiUes^ and yet have the 
indifference of Ulvffes^ that is incapable of the 
two extremes. Would it not be in vain for the 
Poet ^to call thb Perfon by the iame name 
throughout ? 

Let us refled on the e&£ts k vi^uld produce 
in feveral Poems, whofe Authors were of opinion^ 
that tlie chief character of a Hero is that of an 
accompliflied man. They would be all alike v 
all valiant in Battle, prudent in Council, pious 
in the Ads of Religion, courteous, civil, mag-^ 
nificent.; and, laftly, endued with all tl^ pro- 
digious Virtues, any Poet could invent. All 
this would be independent of the A£iion and the 
Subjeft of the Poem 5 - and, upon feeing each 
I kro ieparated from the reft of the work, we 
. fliould not eafily guefi, to what AAion, and to- 
\\hat Poem, the Hero belonged. So that we 
iliould ice, that none of thofe would have a» 
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Chara£ter; fince the Charader is that^ whic);i 
iiia]ces a peifon difcernible, and whicbi diiUa-* 
guiihes him from all others. 

This commanding Quality in Achilles^ is his 
Anger, in UlyJJes the art of Diffimulation, in Mr 
mas, Meekneis. Each of thefe may be ftiled, ' by 
way of eminence, the Character in thelb Heroes, 

But theie Chara&ers cannot be alone. is 
Ahblutely neceflary that fbme other fhould give 
them a luftre, and embellifli them as fax as they 
SOT capable : either by hiding the defe£b |hat are - 
in each, by fome noble and fliining Qualities > 
as the Poet has done the Anger of Acfiilles^ by 
fliading it with extraordinary Valoor; or hf 
making them entirely of the nature of a true . 
and fdid Virtue, as is to be obierved in the two 
others. The Diffimulation of Ulyjfes is a part of 
his Prudence i and the Meeknefs of Mjieas is 
whdOiy employed in futnnitting hk will to tfaf 
Gods. For the making up this Union, our 
Poets have joined together fuch Qualities as are 
)>y nature the^ moft compatible ; Vahmr with 
Anger ^ Meeknefs with P/V/y, and Prudence with 
Diffimulatitm. This lait Union was neceflary for < 
the Goodnefs 6t Ufyfes ; for wkhout that, his DiC- ' 
Emulation might have degenerated into Wicked- 
fic& and Double-dealing. 

i 
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W £ come now to the Macbin^s qf the Epidf 

Poem. The chief PafTion which it aims to ex-., 
eke being jidmiratm, npthing is fo conducive 
to that as the Marvellous ; and the impprtanc^ 
.and dignity of the Action is by nothing fo greatly 
elevated as by the Care and Interpofitim ^ Heaven. 

The Machines are of three forts. Some are 
theological^ and were invented to explain the nar 
tyre of the Gods. Others are Pkyjical^ and re^ 
prefent the things of Nature. The laft are Mo- 
ralj and are the Images of Vktues and Vices. 

'Homer and the Antients have given to their 
Deities the. Manners, Paflions, and Vices of Men. 
Their Poems are wholly Allegorical $ and in this 
vitw it is eafier to defend Horner^ tjian to blame 
him. We canno|: accyie him for making men* 
tion of many Gods, for his l)eftowing Paflions 
upon them, pr even introducing them fighting 
agdinft men. The Scripture plibs the like figme^ 
fyid expreflions. 

If it be allowable to fpeak thus of the Qpds i^ 
theology, much more in the Fi6tions of Natural 
BbilofQpbyy jyhjsre^ if a Poet defcribes tlie Deities, 
^e muft ^ve them fuch Manners, Speeches, aii4; 
Aftions, as arc conformable to the nature of the 
|hings they reprefent under thpfe Divinities. Th^ 
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eafe is die fame in the Morals of the Duties: 

Minerva is wife becaufe fhe reprefents Prudence v 
yems is both good or bad, becaufe the Paffion of 
Love is capable of thefe oontrary qualities. 
' Since among the Gods of a Poem fome arc. 
good, ibme bad, Ibme indifferently either ; 
and lince of our Pallions we make ib many alle- 
gorical Deities we may attribute to the Gods all 
. liiat is ddne in the Poem, whether good or evil. 
But thefe Deities do not act co^nilantly in one and 
(became manner. 

S<mietimes they aft invifibly, and by mccr In- 
ipiration which has nothing m it extraordinary 
or miraculous : being no move than what we iky 
every day, " That fome God has aflifted us, or 

ibme Daemon has inftigated us/' 

At other times they appear vifibly, and maniv 
feft themfelves to men, in a mamicr altogether 
miraculous and praetematural. 

The third^ way has ibmediing of both the 
others ; it is in truth a miracle, but is not com- 
HK>nly fo accounted : this indudes Dsmx^b» 0« 
^racles, &c. 

. All thefe ways muft be Friable ; for however 
neceffiury the Marvelbus is to the Epick Action, . 
as nothing is fo conducive to Admiration ; yet 
we can, on the other hand, admire nothing, that 
we think impofltble. Though die Probability of 
thefe Machines be of a very large extent, (fine©- 
|i is founded upon Diione Povra:) it is not widv 

c 4 
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out limitations. There are numerous Inftancqj 
of allowaUe and p]X)bablp Machines in the Epk^ 

Poem, where the Gods are no lefs A6lors than 
the Men, But the Ids credible iort» iuch a^ 
Metagmirpbofesy &c. are far more rare. 

This fuggefts a Refle<Sion on the Misthpd of 
rendering tiiofe Machines probable, which in their 
owii nature are hardly fo. Thofe, which require 
only Divitii Probability^ ihpuld be fp difenga^ 
from the A£iion> that one might fubtrafi; thaad 
from it, without deftroying the Aftion. But 
thofe, which are ellential and neceliary, ihould 
be grounded upon Human Probability y and not 
on the Ible Power of God. Thus the £piibde§ 
of Grce^ the Syrens^ PolyphenmSy &C. are ncce^ 
fary to the Action of the Odyjjey^ and yet not 
humanly probable : yet ikmer has artificially re-r 
duced them to human Probability, by tiie Sim^ 
plicity and Ignorance of the Phceacians^ before 
^ ivhom he ciaufes thofe recitals to be 

The next Queftion is, Where, and on wiiat 
pccafions Macliines may be ufed? It is certak^ 
Homer and Firgil make ufe of them every where, 
and fcarce fufFer any Aftion to be performed 
without theni. Petronius makes this a Precept ; 
Per ambages y deertmque minijleriay &c. The 
Gods aie mentioned in the very Propofition of 
their Wprks, the hmcatim is ^<ixs& to theo^ 
- and the whole Narration is full of them. The 
Gods are the Cai^ of the ActioD. they form the 
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fntrigue^ and bring about the Solution^ The pre-r 
cept of Arifidftk and Httrace^ that the Unravelling 
of the Plot Ihpuld not proceed from a JMiraclc, 
or the appearance of a Gpd, has pb|ce only m 
Dramatick Poetry, not in the Epick. For it is 
plain, that both in the Solution of the Iliad and 
^ 04^, the Gods are cpncemed: in thfs former, 
the Deities meet to appeafe the anger of Achilles : 
Iris aiul Mercury ^e fent tp that piirpoie,. and 
Minerva eminently aflUb Acbilks in the decifivc 
combat with HeBor. In the Od^ey^ the fame 
Goddefs fights dofe by Vlyffes agamil the Suitors, 
and concludes that Peace betwixt him and the 
ItbacenJiattSi which compleats the Poeqi. 

We n^ay therefore determine, that a Machine 
is not an Invention to extricate the Poet out of 
any difficulty which embarrailes him : but that the 
Prefenceof a EHvinity, and fome A6tion furprifing 
and extraordinary, are inferted into ahnoft all the 

^ parts of his work, in order to render it more Ma« 
jeftick and more Admirable. But this mixture 
ought to be fo made, that the Macjpies might be 
retrenchfsd, without taking any thing from &e Ac- 
tion : at the fame time that it gives the Readers a 
lefibn of Piety and Virtue \ and teaches them, that 
the moft brave and the moft wife can do nothing, 

. and attain nothing great and glorious, without 
the afiiilance of Heaven. Thus the Machinery 

- crowns the whole work, and renders it at once. 
Marvellous. Probable^ miMffraL 
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The ARGUMENT, 



Mfnerva*% Defcent to Bbacd. 



cr*HBf Tom 9pim within fmj^i^bt iopfs pf $be mrhttl 
if Ulyfles in bis imMms. He bad mow rmmtied 

feven years in the ijland of Calypfo, when the Gods of- 
fembled in council fropofed the method of Us departure fro/n^ 
tbence^ and bis return to bis native eauntry. For tbisfnrT 
pofe it is embtdedto fend Metcuiy to Calypfo, m/ Pal- 
las immediately defcends to Ithaca. Sbe belds a conference^ 
with Telemachus, in the floape of Mentcs King of tbff 
Taphians ; in which fhe advifes him to take a journey 
qu^ of bis Fa$ber U lydes, to Pylos snd ^p«ita» vAen 
Neftor and Menelius yet reigned ; tben^ itfter having 
viftbly difpUtyed her divinity^ dif appears. The fuitors of 
Penelope make great entertainments^ and riot in her palace 

tiUn^bt. Fbtamis Jiifs to tbem tbe retnrn tbe Gttr 
dans, tUlTenelopt puts a fiop to ibe fong. Some words 
- arife 'between the fuitors and Telemachus, who Jum^ns 
tbe council to meet the dty foUowit^f 
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THE 

FIRST BOOK 

OF THE 

ODYSSEY. 



TH B Man^ for Wifilom's varioas arts it- 
nown'dy 

Long exercised in wocs» oh Mulib ! refound. 
Who, when his anns had wrought the deftin'd fall 
Of iaaed TCroy^ and raz*d her heav'n-built wall. 



NOTES. 

Wefhall proceed in the fame method through" the couifc 
of thcfe Annotations upon the Odyjfeyy as thofe in the Iliad % 
eonfidering Homer chiefly as a Poet, endeavouring to make 
his beauties underjioody and not to praife without a reafon given. 

I( is e^sdly an txxxsf^f oa the one hand to think Hmir haa 
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Wand'riiigiiiXMn cUm^ to clime, ob&rvant ftray'd, 
Thetr Maimers noted^ and their States furvey'd. 6 

no human defedsi and tn the other to dwell Co much upon 
dtole de^S) as to depredate his beauties. The greater part 
of Cri ticks fonn a general chara^r, from the ohfervation of 

particular errors, taken in their own oblique or imperfect 
views; which is as unjuft, as to make a judgment of the 
beauty of a man*s body from the fhadow it happens to caft, in 
fuch or fuch a pofition. To convince the Reader of this in- 
tended impartiality, we readily allow the Odjijjey to be infe- 
riour to the Iliad in many refpe<^s. It has not that fuUimity 
of fpirit, or that cnthufiafm of poetry } but then it liiuft be 
allowed, if it be lefs noble, it is more inftru6live : the other 
abounds with more Heroiiiii, this with more Morality, The 
' lUad gives ua a draught of Gods and Heroes, of difcoid, of 
contentions, and fcenes of ^ug^ter ; the Odyjfe^^ before us 
a fcene more amiable, the landfchapes of natuie ; the pleafbres 
of private life, the duties of every flation, the hofpitality of 
antient times j a lefs bufy, but mere agreeable portrait. The 
Iliad concludes with the ruin, the Odyjpy with the happinefs 
of a nation. Horace was of the fame Opinion, as is evident 
trom the epiftle to LoUius, v 

Seditione, dolis, fcelere, atque Itbidine, & ira, 

lUaeos intra muros peccatur & extra. 
Rurfus, quid virtus & quid fapientia poiHt, 
Utile propofuit nobis exemplar Ul^em^ 

X. Thi Man for IVifdom^ &c.] Hmtr opens tlits Pbem 
with the utmoft iimplicity and modeily ; he conluiually grows 
upon the reader, 

<^ Non fumum ex fulgore, fed ex fumo dare lucem 
<f Cogitat, ut ipeciofii dehinc miracula promat." 

Cicero lays this down as a rule for the Orator, Principia vere^ 
tunda^ non elatii intenfa verbis ; and Horace for the Poet, Nec 
Jk intipies, t^i. He propolcs the beginning of the Ojc^£ey as a 

« 

» 
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BooKt. HOMER'js ODYSSfiY. j 

Oa ftormy feas unnumbered toils he bore. 
Safe with his friends to gain his natal fliore : 

pattern for all future poemS} and has tranHated them in his 
Jrt 9f Pntry. 

Die mihi, Mu&, virum, captx poil tempora Tr^d^ 
•* Qui mores hominum multorum vidit, & urbes.'* 

•May I be Ibri^ven the arrogance, if I ihould offer a criticifi» 
upon diis tranfladon : the fufferings of U^lffh are die fulled 
of the whole Odyjfey^ and yet H&ratt has omitted the mention 
of thofe fufFerings : Sg ••w*^ 9>Ayy^ There is another 
word alfo which feems efTential, that is, «o^vTp»w, this is like- 
wife omitted. For the fufferings of Ulyffes^ and the wifdom 
by which he extricated himfelf from them, enter into the very 
defign of the Poem. But indeed in another place he has 
plainly had regard to all thefe circumilances. 

Qui dmUir Troja^ multorum prowdus urbes 

£t mores hominum infpexit, latumque per a?quor 
Dum Jibfy dum fociif, reditum parat, ajpera multa 
** PirtulU" — Epift. ad ULi 

I muft alio refute a criticifm of Raptn^ who will have it that^ 
the word «oXuTp««^ includes a charafler of craft and low cun- 
ning, unworthy of a brave fpirit. But Eujiathius admirably 
vindicates the Poet in this rcfpe(5t ; he (hews us that t^Vo- no 
where in Homer fignifics (^Qt?) or Morals ; and that it implies a 
man who could accommodate himfelf to every condition of life ; 
one who in the worfl eflate had dill a referve to free himfelf 
from it ; it therefore, fays he, fignifies a man that through 
experience has learned wifdom. I have likewife the autho- 
rity of Haraa for this fenfe» in the above-cited pailage. 

Qui domitor Troja^ multorum proviJus urbes." 

I take prtvidms in this place to fignify not only a man who 
noted the manners of various nadons with care, but alio one' 
who in calamity could forelee methods to extricate himfelf 
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Vain t<Mk ! tbdr imj^ous fotty dar'd to prey 
On Herds devoted to the Cod of Day ; lo 

from it. And fitrelj nodilng can be more unjuft, dun what 
Rapin obje^ againn Vlxffisy in employing hit wifdom only ill 

his own prefervation, while all his companions were loft: 
Homer himfclf fufficlcntly refutes this obje(SWon, and diredly 
tells us, that he employed his wifdom in the care of their 
li\fety, but that they through their folly defeated his wifdom. 
The words of Homery fays Euftathius^ fhew that a wife man 
Xieglefls not his friends in adverUt}'. But^ fays Ropiriy what 
could oblige H^mer td begin with fo difhonourable ju adioo^ 
and place the greateft weaknefs of his Hero in the^very frootii^ 
piecie of his Poem? and invoke his Muieto img.tfae man wbo 
with difficulty iaved himfelf^ and fiifqred bis companions tp 
be deftroyed \ There had been firnie wdgjbt hn tUs obfedioiii 
if Ulyjfes had faved his own^ with the lofi of their lives; but 
.1 cannot fee any Ciilionour in his ptcfcrving himfeit by wif-. 
dom, when they d^ftroyed thcmfclves by folly : it was chiefly 
by ftorms that they perifhed ; it can be no imputation to his 
character, not to be able to reftrain the efFe^^s of a tempeft: 
he did all that a wife man could do, he gave them fuch ad- 
monitions bpon every emetgency, that if they had purfued 
themy Aey had been preferved as well as VlyJJc. 

f,U f*r ff^/€hm*s vfirious artt rmmfi^d,] .fi^'s obfervft- 
tions in relation to this £pidiec «i^^fpMc#'» given so U^ifii^ is 
worth tranfcribing. The Fable of the Odj^ey (fays he) is 
wholly for the conduA and policy of a State ! therefore die 
quality it requires is JVifdom ; but this virtue is of too large 
an extent for the flmplicity which a jull and precife character 
requires ; it is therefore requifite it fhould be limited. The 
great art of Kings is the myftery of DiJJtmulation. It is well 
known, that Lnvis the Eleventh, for the inftrudion of his 
fon, reduced all the Latin hnguagt to thefe words only, viz. 
4§«t mfat dijjimulare ntfcit regnare. It was likewife by this 
pra£lice that Saul began his reign, when he was firft ele&d, 
and as yet foil of theSpirk of God. The fo:ft diing we read 
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The God yindiftive doomed them never more 
(Ah men unbleis'd !) to touch that natal iliore. 

of him in hol j Writ is^ * that he inade as if he did dot hear 
die words which ieditioi/u people fpoke againft him. 

This then is eharaSfer which the Grtei V&tt gives hii 
Ulyjfes m the Propofition of his Poem, he calls him at^a tn^- 
t^ot; to denote this prudent diflimulation, which dilguifed 
him fo many ways, and put him upon taking fo many fnapcs. 

Without any thing having been mentioned of Circe^ who 
detained him with her a whole year, and who was famous for 
the transformations (he made of all forts of perfons | the rea- 
der finds him at fird with Calypfi the daughter of wife Atias^ 
who bore up the vaft pilUrs that reached from earth to hea* 
veoy and whofe knowledge penetrated into the depths of the 
iinfktfaomahle Ocean : that is to fay, who was ignorant of 
nothing in Heaven, Earth or Sea. And as the firft produift 
and principal part of fb high, (b Iblid, and fo profound a know- 
ledge, was to know how to conceal one*s felf j this wife man 
called his daughter by a name that fignified a f fecrct. The 
Poet makes his Hero, whom he defigned for a Poh'tician, to 
flay fevcn whole years with this Nymph. She taught him f > 
well, that afterwards he loft no opportunity of putting her 
leiTons in pra^lice: for he does nothing without a difguife. 
At his parting from Ogifpa he is caft upon the Ifle of Ph^sacia : 
as kind as his reception was^ yet he ftays till the night before 
' he went off, e*er he would di^over hitnfelf. From thence he 
goes to Ithaca: the firft adventure that happened to him there 
vras with Miturva^ the moft prudent among the Deities, as 
XJixffes was the moft prudent among men. She fays fo ex* 
prcfly in that very paflage. Nor did they fail to difguife them- 
felves. M'uierua takes upon her the fhapc of a fhepherd, and 
VlyJJls tells her he was obliged to fly from Crete^ becaufe he 
had murdered the fon of King Idomeneus, The Goddefs dil- 
covers herfclf iirft, and commends him particularly, becaufe 

V O L. I. D 
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Oh fnatch fome portion of theie a6b from fate, 
Celeftial Mufe ! and to our world relate. 

• 

thefe artifices were io eafy and natural to hi)n» tbdt they tolled 
to be born with him. Afterwards the Hero under the form 
cf SL beggar deceives firft of all Eumusy then his (oHy MHI laft 
all his wife «nd emy bo4y tAk^ tilt^fetfid inapfioitii- 
%ity of ptmlflMiig his Eoemiest to whom he difoeveried not 
himielf till he kflled 'theoi, iiaiBel]ronl^ .laib«%ht» . After his. 
discovering hitef<^f in the Palace, he goes the «cait dey to de- 
ceive his father, appearing at firft under a borrowed name ; be- 
fore he would give him joy of his return. Thus he takes upon 
him all manner of fhapcs, and difll-mbles to the very laft. But 
the Poet joins to this character a valour and a conftancy which 
lender himinvincibie in the moil daring and defperate adventures* 

f, 3. what hts arms bad wrought tht defthCd faS 

Of /acred Troy J 

Whence is it that Ui^s is ikid to have overthrown Trojf t 
and not AMlesy who was ef more remarkable courage than 
Uljllfis f Eujiaihius tells us, that the deftni6Uoa of Troy ought 
to be afcribed chiefly to Vhfjfes^ as be not only took away the 
Pallae^um^ but was the inventor of the (batagem of the wooden 
horfe, by which that city was conquered* Firgil in his fecond 
book of the Mmis gives us a noble defcriptbn of its deftruc- 
tion, by which we find that Vlyiffes was not only the contriver 
of its ruin, but bore a great fhare iu the actions of the night 
in which that city was overturned. 

y. 9. Vain toils f their i?npicus folly ^ &c.] By this fingfe 
trait. Homer marks an ellcntial dirlerence between the l^fld 
and the Odyfey ; namely, that in the former Poem the people 
jperiihed by the folly of their Kings : 

" Quicquid dcliram reges, plccluntur AdHvi***" 

In this,, the people peri^ by. their own folly, while theiv 
Prince omits nothing to procure their felicity. A plain rea- 
fon why the Odyffey. is more calculated for the people,, thai* 
^lUadw Dacier, 
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Now at their native resdins die Gr^s^^b arrived 4 
All who the wars of ten long years fundv'd, 16 

f. 13. Oh /natch fomf portion of thefe oSfs from fate.] It 
may be a(ked why the Poet invokes the Mufc to recount only 
part of the fuiferings of U/yJis? and why thofe words. Tolls 
alfo^ are inferted ? To the firjft it may be anfwercd, that an 
heroick Poeoi dwells chiefly upon incidents of imponance, 
and pafles over evciy thing that does not contribute to raife 
our idea of the Hero, or the main defign of the Poem* To 
(he oter aniwfia ftvml ways : ekhMr, £iy9 h«» 

the word luJ is to h^ fallen as an expletive^ t& it is in a thou« 
&nd placet in Hmtr ; or ft means that this is a futjeft ib 
confiderable^ Aat it will be a theme to many poets : or that 
. being a true Hiftory it had fpread over many nations of the 
world, and that Honur himfelf received the {iovy of the Poem 
from ^iypt-y and then the meaning will be, " Sing, oh 
Mufe, to the Grgds ^ well a$ to other nations, the fufFcr- 
" ings of U/yJ'es." I fhould prefer the firft a^ being the mo^ 
natur^ : (he re^ (em tecudi and confequently improper for 
the opening of a Poem, whm dbe utmoft plainnefs is necef* 
fary ; (efpeeiaUy, if we (Collider diat Vfy^ was a Grecian^ and 
it is hot prpbaUe that the Gncimu flioiild be the leaft acr 
^ixfinted wifih die fiory, or the htrft to celebrate dip w&aff^ 
of a Grfidw^ 

f, IS* -Wfw ai their native realms the Greeks arrh'dJ] It if 
neoeiTary for the better underftanding of the Poem, to fix the 
period of Time from which it takes its beginning ; Horner^ 
as Eujinthius obferves, does not begin with the wanderings of 
Vlyjfes\ he fteps at once into the latter ipnd of his actions, and 
leaves the preceding ftory to be told by way of narration. 
Thus in his Iliad^ he dates his Poepa from the anger of A- 
€biUt$^ which happened almoft at the conclufion of the Trojca^ 
war* Fraoi lM»oe Barm drew his observation in his Art$ 

** Semper ad eventum feftinat; & in medias res 
Non fecus ac notas, auditorem lapiu" 



ro 
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And Tcap'd the perils of the guify Mam, . 
VljiJfes^ fole of all the vidor train. 
An exile from his dear paternal coaft, 
Deplor'd his abfent Queen, and Empire bft. 20 
Calypfo in her caves conftrain'd his ftay. 
With fweet, rdudant, amorous delay : 
In vain — for now the circling years difiilofe 
The day predefiia'd to reward his woes. 

There are but forty-eight days from the departure of Uhnffes 

from Calypfo^ to his difcovery in Ithaca ; he had been one year 
with Circe^ and fcvcn with Calypjo^ when the Gods difpatchcd 
Mercury to that Goddefs j from which point of time we are 
to date the Odyjjey, 

This obfcrvation gives a reafon why the Poet invokes the 
Mufc to recount the wanderings of this Hero in part only; 
for Ulyjfcs^ as appears from the beginning of the ninth book> 
after he left the fhores of Troy^ was driven to Ifmafus of the 
Cmnians. An Hifiorian muft have begun from the £dl of 
Troy^ and related his wanderings with truth and order \ for 
Hiftory is chiefly for inftru^on : but a Poet takes another 
method, and difpoies every circumfbnce arbitrarily ; he chufes 
or reje£^s, as fuits heft with his principal defign, and in fuch 
a manner as to give at once delight and inftru6tion. 

^.21. Calvplo in her caves conjhaind his Jlay.'\ To the 
Remark before cited of Bojfu^ upon the abode of Uly[fes with 
(A:l]pfcy may be added this of the Abbe Fraguier : that his rc- 
fiding feven years in the caves of Calypfo (the Goddefs of Se- 
crecy ) may only nAean that he remained fo long hid from the 
knowledge and inquiry of all men ; or that whatever befcl him 
in all tiiat time, ws^ loft to Hiftoryy or made no part in the 
Poem. 
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* At length his Jibaca is giv'n by Fate, z$ 
Where yet new labours his arrival wait > 
At length their rage the hoftile Pow'rs rellrainj 
All but the ruthlefs Monarch of the Main. 
But now the God, remote, a heav'nly guefi. 
In JEstbiopia grac'd the genial feaft, 30 

2g. AU hat the ratblefs Monarch cftbi Main. ] It may be 
alked why Neptune is thus enraged againfl Ulyjfes? Homer 
himfelf tells us, becaufe that Hero had put out the PI) c of his 
foil Cyclops, But if we take Neptune by way of AUeeory for 
the Ocean, the paffage implies, that the fuffcrings of UlyJJ'es 
were chiefly by Tea; and therefore poetr)^ which adds a gran- 
deur to the meanefl circumflance, introduces the God of it an 
his greateft enemy. Eujiathius, 

i. 30. In Ethiopia, ^cJ\ Straho in his firft book delivers 
his opinion, that the ancient Grecians included ^all thofe 
people who lived upon the foutbern Ocean, from eaft tQ 
weft, in the general name of Mtbiopiam^ and that it was 
*^ not coniiAed to thofe only who lay fouth of Ptole^ 
nfy fays, that under the Zedtack^ from eafl? to weft, inhabit 
•* the MthiopianSy black of colour/' And elfewhere the fame 
G<'0graphcr divides /Ethiopia ijito the eallcni and the weftern, 
Thcfc eaftern and wcflern Mtblopimis were feparated by the 
Arabian or /Fgyptiijn Gulf; which though never mentioned 
by Horner^ as Ari/iardus remarked, yet it is not probable (fays 
Straho) that he fhould be ignorant of it, it being but a thou- 
fand ftadia diftant from the Mediterranean^ when he knew the 
/Egyptian Thebes^ which was fdur times as far oft'. Strab* 
pUm Spendati, 

1 will not repeat what was obierved upon die Gods being 
gone to die Mthiopians^ in the firft book of the Iliad ; it is 
fiifficient in general to obferve, that the Ethiopians were a 

people very religious towards the Gods, and that they held 4 

I 
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' (A r^ce divided, whom with floping. rays 
The rifing and defcending Sun furveys) 
There on the world s extreamcft verge, rever*d 
With Hecatpmbs and pray'r in pomp prefer'd, 
Diftant he lay : white in tibc bright abodes 3 5 
Of high Olympus^ Jove conTen'd the Gods : 
Th' aflembly thus the Sire fupretqe addreft, 
M^bus fate revolving in his breaft. 
Whom young Orefies tp the dreary coaft 
Of Pluto fent, a blood-polluted Ghoft. 40 
. Perverfe Mankind ! whpie Wills, create4 
free. 

Charge all their woes on abfolute Decree y 

pompous Asaft twdvtdays annually to their honour; and in 
particular, that the Vott very judicioufly makes ufe of this 
ft>lemnity to remove Neptune out of the way, who was the 

' enemy of Uly'ijcs^ that he may with the greater fecurity bring 
oft* his Hero from Caiypfo% Ifland. Euflothius, 

41. Jupiter 'j fpeech.'] The folemnity and fcntcntiouf- 
t\f'Ss of this fpeech is taken notice of by Eujfathius ; and furcly 
Poetry muft be, highly valuable, i^hen it delivers fuch cxccl- 
fent in(irudtions» It contained the whole of religiV'^n among 
the ancients; and made Philofophy more agreeable. This 
padkge is an inftance of it, a pai&ge worthy of a Chriftian s 
it diews us that the tSapreihe Being is (bv^reignly good ; that 
he rewards the jufl, and pun99ies the nnjuft ; and that die 
lolly of man, and Hot- tiie Decite of Heaven, is the ctufe of 
human calaihity. - 
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All to tlie dooming Gods tkeir guilt tranAatq, 
And Follies are mifcall'd tb^ Crime;s of Fa,te. 

4 

When to Iiis luft Mg^bus gave the rein, 4^ 
Did Fate, or We, th' adult'rous aft j^nftram ? 

jr, 45. ^^gydhus.] It is difficult to find a reafon why, i4 
the original, Jupiter flioiild give fuch an honounUe appella- 
tiofi to Mgyjfhtut ^t^ * Hn^UfmM% who had da(hoaoiire4 
the bed of Jganwrnm^ and takefi.his Ufe away; efpecially in 
that very inftant when he condemns the Fa& with fo grea| 
folemnity : Eujiathius fays, that Ho?ner^ an enemy to cenfure 
and inve6live, introduces that God as hav ing rcfpctit o'nly to 
his good qualities, and commending him for his general cha- 
ra6\er ; and adds that it had been an indecency in the Pcict to 
have given countenance to that bafe cuflom by the autiioncy 
of Jupiter, Dacitr is not fatisfied with this reafon, and tellf 
US that Hoimr gives Mgyjihus this title, to vindicate Jupiter 
from the imputation of his crimes : h^ gives us to uoderiUn4 
that Heaven is not the caufe of man's failings ; that he is bjr 
Creation able toa& virtuoufly, and that is through his 9WI1 
mifeondud that he deviates into evil \ and therefore the mean* 
ing is this ; " Jttplter calling to mind Mgyjihus^ that JE.gyJihm 
M whom he had created wife and virtuous, and made capable 

to fullain that charaQer." And this agrees admiiably with 
the beginning of the fpcech of Jupiter^ \vJio there vindicate^ 
his own Divinity. 

But if this (hould fceni too refined, it may be fufficient to 
take the word In that good fenfe which /Egyjihui might have 
deferved \ox many good qualities : thus Adiilles is called the ' 
Jwifief footy even when he ilands, or deeps | the firfl bein^ 
his general cihara^ler. It may be further con{irmed by a paf-? 
lage fomething refembling it in the holy Scriptures: the ,^- 
g^ian midwives were guilty gf a lye to PJ^oab^ ancl^ye| 
God pardons it, and blefles them : he bjefles them not becaufq 
^hey lyed, b^t 1?ec^u& they preferved t|ie ^hildiqi of 
JJt adites, . , . - . 

»4 
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Did Fate, or We, when great jltrides dy'd. 
Urge the bold traitor to the Regicide ? 
TSermei \ fent, while yet his foul remain'd 
Sincere from royal blopd, and faith profan'd > 50 

49. Hermes Ifent^ &c.] It wouH he etidlefs to obfervo 
every moral palTage in the Od^ey^ the whole of it being but 
one lefibn of Moj^ity. But furely it muft be a pleafure to 
tbe Resuler to leam what notions the ancients had of a Deity, 
Irom the oldeft book extant, except the book of M^fis. 

Jttpiter here declares that he never fails to warn mankind 
from evil, and th^t he had fent Mercury for this purpofe to . 
/E.gyjlhns. It may be afkcd what is this Mercury whom yupiter 
f^nds? It is the light of Nature, which Heaven implants in 
the breaft of every man : and which, as Cicero fays, is not 
only more ancient than the world, but co-eval with the Maf- 
ter of the world himfelf. He writes to this efFe<St : There was 
firm the beginning fuch a thing as Reafon^ a dire£i emanation 
from Nature itfelfj which prompted to good^ and averted from 
eviL A ReafoH Vfhicb did not then become a law^ when it was 
firfi ndtued to writings but was fo even fron^ the moment it exr 
iftedy and it exifted from mr, of an equal date with the tdivimt 
' Intelligence : it is the true and primordial Law^ proper to eom" 
mandand to forbid^ it is the Reafon of the great Jupiter. 

That Reafon of the fupreme Being, is here called Afer^ 
cury ; that Reafon flowing from God, which is conflantly 
dictating to the mofl corrupted hearts, ibis is good^ or this is 
£viL Hence arofe an ancient Proverb, recorded by Sini' 
pliclui^ Reafon is a Mercury to all men. EpiSIeius [lib. iii. 
Arrian ] fays, Apollo knew that Laius would not obey his 0- 
racU, Apollo nevertheiefs did not negle& to prophefy to Laius 
. thaje evils that threatened him. The goodnefs of the Divinity 
never fails to advertife mankind ; that fource of truth is ever ope^ 
and free: but men are over incredulous, difobedient, and rebelHous^^ 
Dacier. 
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To warn the wretch, that young Orejles, grown 
To manly years, fliould re-al&rt'the throne. 
Yet impotent of ndnd, and uncontroll'd. 
He plung'd into Ae gulf which Heav'n fore- 
told. 

Here paus'd the God $ and peniive thus replies 
Minerva^ graceful with her azure eyes. 56 
O thou !, from whom the whole creation 

j^rings, • ' 

The fource of pow*r on eai th deriv'd to Kings ! 
His death was equal to the direful deed; 
So may the Man of blood be doomed to bleed ! 60 
But grief and rage alternate wound my breaft 
For brave Uljiffes^ ftill by Fate oppreft. 

f. 57. Minerva*! JpeeehJ] It may be afkcd what relation 
XJlyffes has to JEgyJlhus^ that the mention of the one fbould 
immediately give occafion for the remcmberance of the other? 
And it may appear unnatural in the Poet to give rife to his 
Poem by fo unexpeded a tranfition from Mgyjlhui to Vlyjffes, 
Euftathm vihclicates Hovur^ by fhewing that it is not only 
bouitifu) but natural, to take rife from what offers itfelf to 
our immediate obfervation. What can be more natural) when 
yupitir is relating how he puniihes the wicked, than for Wif^ 
dom or Mtntrva to fuggeft, that the good ought to be re- 
waided ? There is no &rced introduction, no artful prepara* 

cion ; but the whole arifes from the occafion, which is a great 
beauty. Euftatbius* 
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^midft ail Ifle, aiouud whofe rocky flxore 
The forefts murmur, aiid the furges roar. 
The blamelefs hero from his wifh'd for home 65 
A Goddefs guards in her inchanteii dome. 
(Atks her fire, to whofe iar-piercing eye 
The wonders of the deep expanded lie; 

f. 63. Amuijl an JJIe^ &c.] There was, accordinp; to true 
Hiftory, fuch an Ifland of CaJypfo^ of which Stralo writes j 
i!S\3X Solon gives an account of the Ifland Atlantis bordering up- 
on Mgypt-, and that he went tliither to make inquiiy, and 
learned that an Ifland was once there, but by time was y^- 
n'lflu^. Ekfiathius, 

f» 6]* Atlas her Jirc, to uubofi fir- piercing tf$ 
The wonders of the deep expanded lie \ ' 
Th* eternal eobmns which m earth he rears' 
End in the Jlarry vaults and prop the Spheres.] 

Atlas b here iaid to underftand all the depths of tho let: M 
ihe Epidiet applied to him, has two diflerent fignifi- 

cations. It implies either, one whofe thoughts are full of ter- 
rible and difmal things, or one who has infinite and unbounded viewsy 
and it is doubtful which of them IIo?jicr means. To reconcile 
both, may we not think our Author had heard fomething of the 
ancient tradition which makes Atlas the fame pcrfon with E- 
noch, and reprefents him as a great aflronomer, who propbe^ 
fied of the univerfal deluge, and exhorted mankind to repen* 
tance? Therefore he named his fon Methufelah^ to ibew that 
after his death the waters ihou]d overTpr^ad the Ace of the 
' earth. His continual lamenutions on this occafion caufe^ 
him to be called the Weeper \ for the world is always an ene* 
my to melancholy predi^ions. Thus Hemtr upon the otdit 
of this Tradition might very well call Atlasy one whofe thei^ht^ 
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Th' eternal columns which on earth he rears 
End in, the ftarry vault, and prop the Spheres.) 70 
By his fair daughter is the chief confined. 
Who foothes to dear delight liis anxious mind : 
Succeislefs all {oh cardies prove^ 
To banifh bom his breaft his Country's love; 

ran upon difmal things^ or cne whofg views and cares were vajllj 

extended. 

I infifl: no othemife upon this, but as a conje£lurc; yet it 
is further ftrengthened by what follows in the next lines : 
That Atlas fujlaim ihofe Columns^ which being fixed upon the earth " 
fuppert the HeaviHS.. This is generally interpreted of his great 
(kill in Afkonomy and Geography*^ But may not the reafon 
be more particular ? Since Adas or Eiudf had prophefied of 
the Deluge^ and fince that predidion was lodced upoa as 
the eSed of his (kill in Aftronomy^ might it not be faid 
he knew die abyfo of die Sea, aiid fuftained the pillars of 
Hetveti, to exprefs that he knew how the fountains of the 
deep, and the waters above the Heaveiis fhould unite to drown 
the earth ? 

As to the image of the pillars of Heaven^ it is frequent In 
the facrcd books, and ufed to exprefs the height of vaft moun- 
tains. (Pindar calls Mtna the ^^boU* ntcKt:) and there might 
probably be fomething more particular that furnifhed Hmiur 
with this idea 1 I mean the pillars of HtrcuUs^ well known ia 
his dme, and neig^ibouring to the mountain he deicribei. 
DadiT* 

See the defcripdon of diis mountain in die fourdi bbok of 
Virgil^ where the fame image is preferred without any hint of 
allegory : as indeed it is no more dian a poetical manner of 
exprefTing the gr^at bHghl and txtinfivs. profp9& of the 
mountain. 
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To fee the finoke. from his lov'd palace rife, 75 1 
While the dear ifle m diftant prolpefl lies, > 
With what contentment could he clofe liis eyes ? J 
And will Omnipotence hegledt to fave 
The fufFering virtue of the wfc and brave ? 
Muft he, whole altars on the Pbrygim fliore 80 
With frequent rites, and pure, avow'd thy pow'r, 
Be doom'd the worft of human ilk to prove, 
Unbleis'd, abandon'd to the wrath of Jove ? 

y. 75. To fee the fmoke from his lov*d palace f ife. "J There is 
ail agreeable tendernefs in this Image, and nothing can bet- 
ter paint the ardent defire a man naturally has to review his 
native country after a long abfence. This is ftill ftronger than 
diat which Cic&o extols in feveral places of his works, that 
Uijffies preferred the fight of Itbaea to the Immortality profivred « 
htm by Calypfo, He here defires to ^ purchaie» at the price of 
his life, the pleafure, not of returning to his country, but 
even of feeing at a diftance the very fmoke of it. DadtTf 

There are fome things difperfcd in this fpeech of Pallas^- 
which I fliall lay together ; as that Minerva makes it an ag- 
gravation to the calamity of IJlyffei^ to be detained by a God- 
defs that loves him; that he is inclofed in an Ifland; and (he 
adds, round which the Seas flow; as if that was not common 
tp all Iflands ; but thefe expreiBons are ufed to fticw the im- 
poflibrlity of the efcape of llhuffts^ without the interpoiition of 
Jupiier, . , 

In the conclufion (he obfenres, that Uigfit never negle^ed 
to facrifice before Trty: this is faid to (hew the great piety of 
^^f» who not only paid his facrifices in libaca^ where he 
' abounded in riches, but amongft Grangers in an enemy's coun- 
try, where there might be a fcarcily of offerings. E^/iatbm^ • 
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Daughter! what words have pals'd tliy lips 
unweigh'd ? 

(Reply'd the Thund'rer to tlae Max tial Maid) 85 
Deem not unjuftly by my doom opprcfl: 
Of human race the mfelt and .the beft. 
Neptuncy by pray'r repentant rarely wpn, 
Affli£b the chief, f avenge his Giant-fon, 
Whole vifual orb Ufy£es robb'd of light ; 90 
Great Polypheme^ of more than mortal might 1 
Him young T^boofa bore (the bright increafe 
Of Pborcys, dreaded in the founds and feas :) 
Whom Neptune ey*d witli bloom of beauty bleft. 
And in his cave tlie yielding nymph comprefl:. 95 

if, 84. Daughter! what words ^ &c.] This verfe is fre- 
quently repeated both in the Iliad and the OdyJfcy\ it has here 
a particular energy. Jupiter reproves Minerva for fuppofing 
he could ever be unmindful of an Hero fo pious as Vlyffes, It 
is fpoken with vehemence ; an inftance» (ays Eu/iathius^ that 
it is not only equitable, but an attribute of Divinity, for 
rulers to remember thofe who ferve them fiuthfully, 

f, 89. T* owHgB bk Giam^finJ] It is artful iii the Poet to 
tell the Reader the occafion of the fufferings of Ul^lfes in the 
opening of the Poem ; it is a Juftice due to his chanUEler, to 
fhew that his mlsfbrtunes are not the confequence of his crimes, 
hilt the efFe<St of Neptune s anger. 

It is obfervable, that Homer does not flop to explain how 
XJlyJfii put out the eye of the Cyclops : he hadcns forward into 
the middle of his ?oem, and leaves that for the future narra- 
tion of Vl)ilfe$» 
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For this, the God conftraia& the Grtik to roam, 

A hopeieis exile from his native home. 
From death alone exempt but ceafe to mourn ^ 
Let all combine t* atclueve his wiih*d return : 
Neptune aton'd, his wrath Ihall now refrain, loo 
Or tliwart the fynod of the Gods in vain. 

Father and King adored ! Minerva cry'd. 
Since all who in th* Olympian bow'r refide 
Now make the wand'ring Greek dieir publick care, 
Ijct Herms to iStC ^ Atlanrick ilSk mpm 105 
Bid him, arriv'd in bright G7/^;^.'s court. 
The San£tion of tfa' allembled powers report : 
That wife Uljifis to his native land 
Muftfpeed, obedient to dieir high command* 
Meantime 'lekmacbui^ the blooming heir iio 
Of iea-girt libaca^ demands my care ; 

• 

f, 1 10. Mimdime Telemadius ■ " ■ dtnumds my care^ J 
Raphi has raifed fcvcral obje£lions againft this piece of con- 
dvict in Homer : he tells us that the adlion of the OdyJJey is 
imperfe£t, that it begins with the voyages of Telemachus^ and 
ends with thofe of Ulyjfes : that the four firit books are all 
concerning TeUmachus : that his voyage bears no proportiaa 
to that of Ulyffes : that it contributes nothing to his return, 
which t» brought about by Jupittr^ and the affiiiance of the 
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'Tis miDe^ to form his green, unpractised years. 
In iage dcbatess fiumanddl with his Peers, 

Phaacians : that this gave occafion to Bent in his Academical 
Difcourfes to aflert, that the Fable of the Odyjfey is double: 
that the four firft books of it are neither Epifodc, nor part 
of an adliosit nor have any coooedioQ with the rcil of the 
work. 

I am of opinion^ that thefe obje6tions are made with too 
great feverity ; the deftru^on of the Suitors is the chief hinge , 
«ipoa which the Poem turns, as k contnbiKes chiefly to the 
re-eftabliihment of Vlfjfis in his country and legality } and 
whatmr contributet to this end. contributes to the principal 
- aftion, and is of a piece with the reft of the Poem ; and that 
this voyage does fo is evident, in that it gives a defeat to the 
Suitors, and controlls their infolence i it prcfcrvcs «L i)ff£s''s 
throne and bed inviolate, in that it gives Telcmachui courage 
to refift their atten^ts : it fets his oharader in a bit point of 
light, who is the fecond perfonage of the Poem, and ts to 
have a gceat iSuse in the future a6boBs of it. 

Eii/Uubm judidoiifly Matvts^ that Homer here preptres 
titt way Ibr dbe defeat of the Suitors, the chief defign of his 
Poem; and hiys the giound-woik of probability on which he 
intends to build his Poem, and reconcile it to tbe rules of 
credibility. 

If it be afked for what end this voyage of Tclanachus is 
made; the anfwer is, to inquire after UhJJ'es : fo that what- 
ever Epifodes are interwoven, Ulyffes is ftill in view; and 
whatever TfUmacbus a6ls, is undertaken folely upon his ac-* 
<ount; and co nfcq uewt l y, whatever is a£M, coMributiss to 
the principal deHgn, the reftonttion of UlyJJes^ So that the 
FaUe is intire, and the A^oh not double. 

It 19 to be remembered alfo, that the fulTerings of Uijiffis %tc 
the fubjciSl of the Poem ; his perfonal calamities are not only 
intended, ""but his domcflick mislbrtuncs ; and by this conduit: 
Homer (hews us the extent of liis misroituncs : his Queen is 
'attempted, his Throne threatened, and his Wealth confumed 
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To fave the flate ; and timely to reftrain 
The bold intrafion of the Suitor-tnun ; 115 
Who croud his palacey and with lawkfi powV 
His herds and flocks in feaftfiil rites devour. 
To diftant Sparta^ and the ^dous wafte 
Of ^dy Pyk^ the royal Youth ihall hafte. 

in riot ; UhfH^ fuffisn in Tdmaelms^ and in every circnmftanoe 
of life is unhappy. 

XI2. *Tismne^ to fvrmhh grten^ unpra&iid ytats^ 5cc.J 
In this the Poet draws the out-lines of what he is to fill up in 

the four lubilquent books ; and nothing can give us a greater 
idea ot his unbounded invention, than his building upon fo 
plain a foundation fuch a noble kiperih ui5^:ure : he entertains 

'US with variety ot Epilodcs, hiftorical relations, and manners 
of thole ancient times : it muit be confeiled, that the cbarac- 

' ters in the Odyjjey^ and the number of the chief a6l;ors, are 
but few ; and yet the Poet never tires : he varies and divecfifies 
the ftoiy fo happily, that he is continually opening new fcencs 
to engage our attention. • He reiemUes his* own Protnuy he 
is capable of alKihapes, yet in all fhapes the fame Deity. 

^* Ii8# To dijiant Sparta, and the fpacious ivqfle s 
Of fandy Pyle ] 

Rapin is very fevere upon this condu<fl. When Telenmhus^ 
fays he, -is to fearch for his father ni the courts of Greece^ he 
cannot make the leaft progrefs without Minerva it is (he 
who infpires his thouglits, and ailifls in the execution. 
Could not honour, duty or nature have moved his heart to- 
wards an abfent father ? The machine, adds he, has not the 
leail appearance of probability, inafmuch as the Goddefs con* 
du(Sls him to every place, except only where U^es reiides ; 
of which fhe ought by no means to be ignorant, upon the 
account of her Divinity. 
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There, warm with filial love, the caufe inquire 
That from his realm retards his God-like Sire : 1 2 1 
Dellv'ring early to the voice of Fame 
The promife of a great, immortal name. 

She faid : the fandals of celeftial mold 
Pledged with Ambrofial plumes, and rich v^ith 
goldj 125 
Surround her feet ; with thefe fubUme (he fails 
Th' aerial fpace, and mounts the winged gales ; 
O'er eaitli and ocean wide prepared to foarj 
Her dreaded arm a beamy javlin bore, 129 ' 
PondVous and vaft which, when her fury burns. 
Proud Tyrants humbks, and whole hofts o*er^ 

tums« ' ' 

♦ . ' • • • . , ' 

But furel^ nothing can be more natural, than for a Ton, ii^ 
' order to gain intelligence of an abfent fether, to inquire in 
thofe places, and of thofe perfons, where and from whom he 
is mod likely to hare information. Such is the condud^ of^ ! 

Telemachus: and Poetry, which delights 'in the Wonderful, 
becaufe this condudl: agrees with wifdom, afcribcs it to Mt^ 
nerva the Goddefs of it. No doubt but Minerva knew where 
Vlyjfes refided; but men muft a£i as men ; fuch an immediate 
interpofition as Rapin requires, had flopped at once the foun- 
tain of the Poet's invention. If what a Poet invents be na- 
tural, it is juftiiiable; and he may give the rein to his ima«- 
giiiation, if he reftrain it fron^running Into extravagance and 
Wildnefs* 

VOL. I* * B- , ' *, 

« 
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From high Olympus prone her flight ihe bends. 
And in the realm of Ithaca defcends. 
Her lineaments divine, the grave dilguife 
Of Mentes fovm conceal'd from hutnan eyes 1135 
(Mentesy the Monarch of the T^aphian land) 
A glitf ring ipear wav'd awfial in hi^ hand. 
There in the portal placed, the heav^n-bom maid 
Enormous riot ^d mii^rule fiinrey'd. 

^. 136. Mentes, the Monarch of the Taphian land."] We 
arc told by tradition, that Homer was fo fenfible of friendfhip^ 
that to do honour to his particular friciids, he immortalifed 
their nnmc<; in his Poems. In the Iliad he has fhewn bis gra- 
l^ude to Tythius ; and in the Qd?jJJify to Mentes^ Phem'ms, and 
Mentor, I'his Mentes was a famous Merchant of the ifle of 

'Leutade^ who received Hmtr zt SnPfrnCf and made Inm hi» 
companion in all his voyages. It is to this Mentis we ovre 
• tbe two Poems of Hmir ; for the Poet in all probability had 
never wrote them without thofe lights and informations he 
received, and the difcoveries he was enabled to make, by thofe 
travels. Jhmcr is not contented to give his name to the King 
of the Taphiam^ but feigns alfo that the Goddefs of Wifdom 
chofc to appear in his fhnpc preferably to that of all the Kings 
who w^ere nearer neighbours to Ithaca. Eujiathius thinks there 
might have been a real King of Taphos of this name, who 

'was a friend to Uljiffis* This may poifibly be ; but I would 
chufe to adhere rather to the old tradition, as it does honour 
to friendihip. Dacier, 

139. Emrmus rht and mlf-ruh.^ This is the foft'kp- 
pearance of the Suitors ; and the Poet has drawn th^ir pic- 

'tures' in-fuch colours, as are agreefable to their chara£lef» 
through the whole fbem. They are, as Hcract exprefTes it^ 
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On liides qf -Beeves, )}e£ore the f al^ce gate, 149 
(Sad ^p^^of Ippqiry.) the Syitors fat. 
With rivals, ardour in tbnr mi^j 
At'Ghe&'they Nvie^ :to captivate tbe Qgeen; 
Diviriiiig of their loves. Attencling nig^j 
A menial Uain the flawing bowl fupply : 14 j 

•* — — — Fniges cdnfumere nati, 

^he Poet gives a fine contraft between them and Telemachus ; 
he entertains himfelf with his own thoughts, weighs the fum 
• of things, and beholds with a virtuous forrow the diiorders of 
tbe Siutors ; he appears (like TJlyffes aaionf; bis transformed 
Mmpanioitt in the tenth book) a wife man, among brutes. 

jr, 143. AvQhffs they vi>, to captivate tht S^uem \ 

Tjif»e.Are ^tfX.^patm vJpat ^kis G^e Micas^ ;it Wiykh 
Suitors played. Jtbtnam relates it irom ApioH the Gramma-^ 
riaU} who had it froin Ctefon a native of Idfota, that the fport 
'.twin this inaiiner. 'ThenwWr of the Suitors being onc^ 
.hundred . and eight, they equally divided ^thdr inen or balls 5 
that is to fay, fifty-four on each fide ; thefe were placed on 
tlic board oppofitc to each other. Between the two fides was 
a vacant fpace, in the midfl of which was the main mark, or 
^leefiy the point which ail were to aim at. They took their 
■■ turns by lot ; he who took or xlifplaced that mark, got his 
• €wn in its-pbce ; .and if by a fe€Qnd/inan». he .again took .lU 
•without touching ^any of the others, he won the game; and 
it 4p9fied as an omen obtaining his . miArefs. This prioci-* 
»'pal mark, or ^uen^ was called by whatever the G»nf « 
fters pleafed \ and the Suitors gave it tbe woi^Mi,Pin§htu 
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Others, apart, die fp^cious hall prepare. 
And form the coftly feaft with bufy care. 
There young I'elemachus^ his bloomy face 
Glowing celeftial fweet, with God-like grace 
Amid the Circle fhines : but hope and fear 1 50 
(Painful viciffitude !) his boibm.tean 

« * 

Now imaged in his Ynind, he fees reftor'd 
In peace and joy, the people's rightful Lord ; 
The proud Oppreffors fly the vengeful fword. 
While his fond foul tliefe fancied tiigmphs 
fwell'di. . ' 155 

' The ftranger Gueft, the royal Youtli beheld : 
Griev'd that a Vifitant fo long ftxould wait 
Unmark'd, . unhonour'd, at a Monarch's gate 3 

It is fa id, this Game was invented by Pahnmdei during the 

fiege of Trey, ISophocUs in Palam.} Euflathim, Spond/onus* 
Dacier, 

f, 157. Grieved that a Vifitant fo long JhouUl wait.'] The 
■ Reader will lofe much of the pleafure of this Poem, if he reads 
it without the refle£tion, that he perufes one of the moft an- 
' cient books in the world ; it fets before him perfons, places 
and a^ons that cxifted three thoufand years ago : here we 
havjc an inftance of the humanity of thofe early ages : TeUma- 
cbus pays a reverence to this^ilranger, only becaufe he is a 
ftrarvger : he attends him in perfon, and wdcomes him with 
f all the opennef^ of ancient hofpitality. 
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Inftant he flew with hoipltable hafte. 
And the new friend with courteous air embrac'd. 
Stranger! whoe'er thou art, fecurely reft, 16 1 
Aifianc'd in my £aidi, a friendly gueft : 
Approach tiie dome, the focial banquet fhare. 
And then the purpofe of tliy foul declare. * 

Thus aifable and mild, the Prince precedes, 1 65 
And to the dome tb' unknown Celeftial leads. 
The receiving from her hand, he placed 
Againft a column, fair with iculpture grac'd ; 
Where feemly rang*d in peaceful order flood 
Vlyjfei Arms, now long difus'd to blood. 170 
He led tlie Goddeis to tl>e fov'r^gn feat. 
Her feet fupportjsd witli a ftool of ftate ^ 
(A purple carpet ipread the pavement wide) 
Then drew his feat, familiar, to her fide ; 
Far from the Suitor-train, a brutal crowd, 175 « 
With iniblence, and wine, elate and loud : 
Where the free gueft, unnoted, might relate. 
If haply confdous, of his Father's fate. . 
The golden ew'r a maid obfequious brings, 
Replenilh'd from tlie cool, trajifluccnt fprings i j 8q 

* 
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With cppious water the bright vafe fupplics 
A filver laver, of capacipus fizc ; , 
They wafh. The taMcs in fair order fpread*, 
They heap the gHtf ring Camflers withr (tttad : 
Viaii^ 6f varkms kinds alhirr die taffe, 185^ 
Of chpic^ Ibit and iavour, rah nspaft 1' 

f. 185, &c. Thi Feajl defcriFd,'\ There is nothing that 
has dnr^ft more ildicule upon Horner^ than the frequent de- 
fcriptions of his entert^nments : if has beto- judged, ^at h«r 
was more than ordinarily delighted wiCh them, fmce he omits 
|io eypb t tumty taddcrihe them; tixf his xmtpenai» t»%. 
\een unfufpe^ed, according to that veift of Htrace^ 

Laudibus arguitur vini vinofus H^unu.** 

jSut we mull not condemn without Wronger evidence : a man 
may Commend. a fumptuous cntortainmort, or good wines, 
widiout being either a drunkard or a glutton. But iinoe them 
are fo many entertarmnents defcribed in the Peem, it may not 
|)e improper to give das (bme explanation* 

They wafli before the feaftj perhaps, fays Eufiatlnus^ be- 
cauie they always, at the feaft*, made Hbadon? to the Goda, 
The Ewer was of gold, the velTel from whence the water 
was poured of filver, and the cups o?it of which they drank^ 
were of gold. 

A damfel attends Mentcs^ but heralds wait upon the Suitors : 
Euftathlus obferves a decency in this condu£^i the Suitors 
yrcre lewd debauchees, and confequently a woman of modefty 
' would have been an improper attendant upon fuch a company* 
Beautiful Youths attend the company vi quality of cuf^ 
fearers. 

A MatroB who has the charge of the houfhcAl (nM^).bringi 
|n fhe^ bread ankd tl^e cold meats, for fo Eufiatbius interfiret^ 
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]4>eUpi(>u^ winqs th' attending herald brought;^ 
The gol^ gav,e luflxe to the purplp draught, 
l^ur'd with the vapouf of the fragrant feaft, ' 
In the Suitors with voradous l^afle : 1.90 
Il4]arfha)l'd' in order due, to each a Sew'r 
Pr^fopts, to. t^altbe his hand$, a radiant ewV. 
^ Luxurious then they feaft. Obiervant round 
. Gayfi;dpUngyouthpthebpmnunggoblet^cro^ 
The rage pf hiu^ger quell'd, they all advance^ 195 
And form to nie^ui d airs the mazy da^ce : 
To Phemius was cojifign'd the chprded Lyre, 
Whofc hand relu£lant touch'd the warbling mr^ i 

it^; an officer, whofe employ It was to portion out the 
vidjuais) briiigs in the meats that fumiihed out tbe reft of t;^ 
entertainment } and after the feaft, a Bard diverts them with' 
vocal and inftnimental mufick. 

Dacier is in great pain about thex:oId vidluals ; flie is afraid 
left the Reader fbould think them the leavings of a former 
day : and tells us they might poflibly be in the nature of our 
cold Tongues y yambonsy &c. But I think fuch fears to be 
groundlefs : we muft have reference to the cuftoms of thofc 
early ages y and if it was cuflomary for cold meats to be ferved 
« • vp (neither is it neceflary to fuppofe them the leavings of th^ 
former entertainment) it can be no difgrace to the hoTpitalitjr ' 
of Tilimecbus. 

f. X97. To Phemius tua$ emfign*d the ehorded Lyn.J In 
ancient times. Princes entertained in their toiilies certain 
ieirnedand wife men, who weise botii Poets and Philofophers, 
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Phemius, whofe voice divine could fweeteft fine 
fiigh ftrains, refpoufive to the vocal firing. 200 

Meanwhile, in whifpers to his heav'nly gueft 
His indignation thus the Prince expreft. 

Indulge my rifing grief, whilft thefe (my friend) 
With fong and dance the pompous revel end. 
Xiight is the dance^ and doubly fweet the lays, 205 
When, for the dear delight, another pays. 
His treafur'd ftores thefe Cormorants confume, 
Whofe hones, defrauded of a regal tomb, 
And common turf, lie naked on the pl^in, 
Or doom'd to welter in the whehiiing main. 210 
Should he return, that troop fb blithb and bold, 
With purple robes inwrought, and ftifF with gold, 

and not only made it their bufmefs to amufe and delight, but 
(o promote wifdom and morality. Uljuffis^ at his departure for 
7r«jr, left one of thefe with Fenekfi: and it was ufual to con- 
fign in this manner, the care of their wives and families tq 
the Poets of thofe dap, as appears &om a fignal pailage in 
the third book, verfe (of the original) 267, <srV. To. this 
man Homer gives the name of Phamus ; to celebrate one of 
his friends, who was fo called, and who had Uecn his Prae- 
^cptor (lays Lujialh'im .) I muft add one remark, that though 
he places his mnfter here in no very good company, yet he 
guards his character from any imputation, by telling us, that 
l^e attended the Suitors by compulfion; This is not only a 
great inftance of his gratitude, but alfo of his tendernefs and 
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Precipitant in fear, would wing their flight. 
And curie their cumb'rous pride's unweildy 
weight. 

But ah I dream ! ^ th' appointed hour is fled, 215 
And Hope, too long with vain dehifion fed. 
Deaf to the rumour of fallacious fame. 
Gives to the roll of death his glorious name i 
With venial freedom let me now demand 
Thy name, thy Uneage, and paternal land : 220 
Sincere, from whence began thy courfe, recite. 
And to what (hip I owe the friiendly freight? 
Noiy firft to me this viiit doft thou deign. 
Or numbered in my father's fi>cial train ? 
All who de&rv'd his choice, he made his own, 225 
And curious much to know, he far was known. 

225. All who deftr^d his choice i ] It is evident from 
this and many other places in the Iliady that Hofpitality was 
hereditary ; an happinefs and honour peculiar to thofe heroick 
ages. And furelv nothing can fet the character of Vhjfes in 
a more agreeable point of light, than what Telemachus here 
delivers of it; " He was the friend of ail mankind." Eujia- 
ibius obferves, that Ivrirfofoc has a middle iignification ; that it 
implies that UiyJJes behaved benevolently to all men ; or that 
all men behaved benevolently to Vljjfts\ either fenfe makes 
Vhfffes z yery amiable perfon : |ie muft be a friend to all men, 
whom all men are friends. 
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' My birth I bpaft (the blue-ey'd Viigin cries) 
l^tfm great jtiiUabUi Beiiown*d: and wife : 
Mmtes my name ; I rule tht ^apUan mce, 
yfhokr boundfr the deep dnnoiflkiGat waves: emi- 
brace: 230 
A duteous people, and induikious. Ilk, 
To naval acts inur'd, and lloraiy toIL . 
Freighted with Iron from my natke land, 
I fteer my voyage to tlie Brutian ftrapd ^ 

a 

"t, 234. / Jlitr my voyage t9 flu Brutian Jlrand,"] In the 
countvjr 9t the Bmtimut ia die \ovr^ pfut of Jtaly^ vr^ 
a town called Temefe.. That Hmer here meant tiiis city, 

and not one of the fame name in Cyprus^ appears not only bc- 
caufe this, was famous for works of brafi;, but becaufe (as 
Strabo obferves) Ithaca lay in the direct wav from Taphos to 
Ijits city of the Brutil', whereas it was confidei ably out of the 
way to pafs by Ithaca to that of Cyprus, The fame Author 
iays, that the rooms for preparing of brafs w^re remainipg ii^ 
^ time, though then out of ufe. Ovid* Met, xv. 

^< Hippotadaeque dojmos regis, Tinufefqite metaUa," 

^iStatitu, Sylv. 

— ' — fe totis Temefe dedit hauihi aietaUis*" 

Bochari is of opinion, that the name of Tcrncfe was given to 
this town by the Pbccnicians^ from- the brafs it produced, Te- 
mes in their language iigaiiying Fufion of Metals : an art to 
which the PboBmaam mucb applied, tl^emfehres. ^uftathius^ 
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To gam-by commerce, for the labour'd mWs, 235 

A juft piwpordon of refulgent Brais. 

Far from your Capital my itup refides 

fijt ReitBrus, and fecure at anchor rides^; 

Where waving groves on airy Neion grow. 

Supremely tall, and ihade the deeps below. 2,^g 

Thence to re-vifit your imperial dome. 

An old hereditary Gueft I come ; 

Your father's friend*. Laertes can relate 

Our £Euth unfpotted, ^d its early date ; 

Who prcfl: with heart-corroding grief and years, 

To the gay €oi}rt ^ rural ihed prefers, ^46 

245, LaertesV Retirement,'] This moft beautiful paflage 
of Laertes has not efcaped the cenfure of the Criticlu : they 
(ay be an unmanly part, he forgets that he is a Kiiigy and 
reduces himfelf unworthily into the condition of a fervantr. 
Eiifiaibius gives two reaibns fbc his^ retirement* which anfwer 
thofe ohje£b'ons \ the firft is, that he could not endure to iibft 
the outrage and infolence of the Suitors; the fecond, that his 
Grief fbr Ufyfit makes hinr abandon fociety, and prefer his 
vineyard to his Court. This is undoubtedly the pifbire of 
human nature under affli6lion ; for forraw loves folitudc. 
Thus it is, as Dacler well obferves, that Mencdemm in Tir- 
rence laments his loft fon : Mcnedcmm is the picture of Laertes, 
Nor does it make any diiierence, thai the one is a King, the 
pther a perfon of private ilation : King^ aire but ennobled hu- 
fnamt}^ and are liable^ as odiei mea^ tp as grea(^ Jf 
greater feniibilityf 



Digitized by Google 



^4 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Book i. 

Where fi>le of all his tr^, a Matron lage 
Supports with homely food his drooping age, 
Witii feeble fteps from marihalling his Vines 
Returning fad, when toUfome day declmes.. 250 
With friendly fpeed, induc'd by erring fame. 
To hail IJl^es fafe return I came : 
But ftill the frown of fome celeftial pow V 
, With envious joy retards the blif^l hour. 
Let not your Soul be funk in fad defpair ; 25^^ 
He lives, he breathes this heav'nly vital air, 
Among a favage race, whofe fhelfy bound;: 
With ceafelefs roar the foaming deep furrounds. 

The word l^t^^^x (cretpmg about his vineyard) has alfo 
given offence, as it carries an idea of mcanncfs with it; but 
Eujiathius oblervcs, that it excellently expreflcs the melan- 
choly of Laertes^ and denotes no mcanncfs of t]^irit: the fame 
word is applied to the great jich'tlles in the Iliad, when he la- 
ments at the Obfequies of Patreclus j and Horace no doubt 
had it in his view, 

•* — — Taciturn fylvas inter-reptare falubrcs.'* 

f* 257* Anmg a favage race^ &c.] It is the obfervation 
of EufiatbiuSf that what Minerva here delivers bears refem- 
blance to the Oracles, in which part is felfe, and part true : 
that Vfyjfet is detained in an Ifland, is a truth ; that he is de- 
tained by Barbarians, a falftiood : this is done by the God- 
defs, that fhe may be thought to be rcallv a man, as fhc ap- 
pears to be ^ ihe fpeaks with the dubioufnefs of a man, not 
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The tlioughts which roll within my ravifli'd 
breafty 

To me, no Seer, th' inlpiring Gods fuggeft 260 

Nor fkill'd, nor ftudious, with prophetick eye 

To judge the winged omens of the fky. 

Yet hear this certain fpeech, nor deem it vain $ 

Thp' Adamantine bonds the chief reftrain, • ' 

The dire reftraint his wifdom will defeat, 265 

And foon reftore him to his regal feat. 

But, gen'rous youth ! fmcere and free declare. 

Are you, of manly growth, his royal heir ? 

For fiire UI);^s in your look appears. 

The &me his features, if the fame his years. 270 

Such was that face, on which I dwelt with joy 

E'er Greece al&mbled ftemm'd the tides to Troy ; 

the certainty of a Goddefs i ihe raifes his expedation by 
(hewing ihe has an iniight into futurity $ and to engage his 
belief ihe diicovers in part the truth to TtUmacbtu. Neither 
was it neceilary or convenient for Telmachus to know the 

whole truth : for if he had known that UlsJJes inhabited ;i de- 
. fert, detained by a Goddefs, he muft of conj'cqucnce have 

known of his return, (for he that could certify the one, could 

certify the other) and fo had never gone in fearch of him ; 
. and it would hence have happened, that Homer had been dc- ' . 

prived of giving us thofe graces of Poetry which arife from 

the voyage of Tekmehus, £u/latMus* 
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fBut partbg then for that detefted fhore. 
Our eyes unhappy ! never greeted xnoie. 

To^pcove a-gsniiine bkth (the Prince replies) 
On .Female truth^afienting faith relies i 276 

275. To prove a genuine hirth, &c.] There is an appear- 
ance of fomething ver)' (hocking in this fpeech of Te/emachus» 
It literally runs thus : A'fy mother ajfurei me that I am tbe Son 
tf/*Ulyfies, butl hiow it net. It fcems to reflet UJ>on his mo- 
ther's chaftity^ as if he had a doubt of his own legitimacy^ 
^Tins reeiaifig fifapHoty in^Muvkcry is^i E^jftadma^ iB the 
efied of a troubled fpirit ; it is grief that makes him doubt if 
he can be the' ion «f the great, the generous Vlyjfes\ it is^w) 
reflection upon Penelope, and confequcntly no fault in Telema- 
ehtts : it is an undoubted truth that the mother only knows 
the legitimacy of the child ; thus Euripides^ 

that is, the mother knows the child> the father only be« 
^lie^esit. 

Thus alio Mittander^ 

AiflfM yttf vtluq oUli, Ta «wt iyvAii' 

that is, No mail knows aiiirodiy who begot hia»>*iire only 
.-guefs it, and believe it* 

. JriftotU in bis Rbeiorkk is:alib.of • this opinioni 

" What I have here faid, is literally tranflated from EuJlathitiSj 
and if it edifies the Reader I am content. But the meaning 
of the paflage is this, Mentes a(ks Teltmachus if he be the fon 
of UlyJ/es ; he replies, *' So my mother ailiires me j but no- 
«^ thing fure fo wretched as I am could proceed from that 
great man/' 
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Thus manifeft of right, I build iiqr daim 
Sure-^founded on a fair Maternal ^une, ^ 
UJjifes Son: but happier he, whom fate 
^Hath plac'd beneath the ftorms which ^tois the 
gieat ! ^80 
-Happier die (on, whofe hoary fire is bleft 
With huthl^ dHuenee, and domeftidc reft ! 

^ Bappier than I, to future empire bom. 
But doom'd a Faiher*s wretehed fate to moum ! 
To whom, with a^pe£t mild, the Gueft divine. 

^Oh true deibendaat of a £;:epter*d line ! 286 
The Gods, a glorious fate from anguifli free 

*^o chafte Penelopes increafe decree. 
But fay, yon' jovial Troop fo gaily dreft. 
Is this a'bridal or a friendly feaft ! 290 
Or from their deed I rightiier may divine, 

^Uiifeemly flown with infolence and wine^ 
Unwelcome revcUcrs, whofe lawleis Joy 
Pains the iage ear, and hurts the fob^ ey^ f 

But how^cp this may be recoticifed to truth, I believe few 
• Ladies would tak? it as a compliment, if their fons fhould tell 
. th0iQ.ther? was toom to doubt of their legitimacy; there may 
be abundance of truth in it, anU yet vefy little deceacy.. 
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Magnificence of old (the Prince reply 'd) 295 
Beneatli our roof with Virtue could refide 
Unblam'd abundance crown'd the royal boards 
What time this dome rever*d her prudent Lord y 
Who now (fo heav'n decrees) is doom'd to moum^ 
Bitter conflraint ! erroneous and forlorn. 300 
Better the Chief* on Uion^ hoftile plain^ 
Had fall n fuirounded with his warlike train % 
Or fafe return'd, the race of glory paft. 
New to his friends embrace, had breatli'd his lail ! 
Then grateful Greece with ftreaming eyes would 
raiie 

Hiftorick Marbles, to record his praiie ^ 306 

His praiie, eternal on the faithful ftone, 
. Had with tranfmiiiive honour graced his Son. 

Now ihatch'd by Harpies to the dreary coaft, 
' Sunk is the Hero, and his glory loA : .3 10 
■ Vaiiifli'd at once ! uaheai*d-of, and unknown I 

And I his Heir in mifery alone. 

f. 309. Nwf fnatch*d hj Harpies^ &c.] The meaning of , 
this cxpreffion is, that Utjiffis has not haid the rites of IbpiiU 
tiurc. This among the Ancients was efteemed the greateft 
of calamities, as it hindered the Shades of the dcccafed from 
entering into the ilate of the happy. 
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Nor for a dearj loft Father only flow 
The filial tears, but woe fucceeds to woe 2 ' 
To tempt the fpoufelefs Queen with am'rous wiles, 
Kefort the Nobles from tlie neighboring liles ^316 
From Samos^ circled with tli' loman main, 
Dulicbium^ and Zacynthus filvan reign : 
Ev n with prefumptuous hope her bed t^ afcend, , 
The Lords of Bbaca then* right pretend. 320 
She (eems attentive to their pleaded vows. 
Her h^rt detefting what her ear allows* 
They, vain expectants of the bridal hour. 
My ilores-in riotous expence devour, 

3^. 315. To Umpt the fpcufi'lcfs ^ucen refort the NohlfS.\ 

It is neceflary to reconcile tiie conduct of the Suitors to pro- 
bability, fince it has fo great a fhare in the procefs of the 
Qdyffiy. Jt may feem incredible that Penckpc^ who is a 
^Jueen, iii whom the fupreme t>ower is lodged, ihould not 
difinirs fuch unwelcome intruders, efpfecially iihce many of 
them were her own fubje£b : beiides, it feems an extraor- 
dinary way of courtlhip in them^ to ruin the perfon to whomi 
they make their addreiles. 

To folve this objeffcion we muft confider the nature of the 
Grecian governments : the chief men of the land had great 
authority: though the government was monarchical, it was 
not defpotick : Laertes was retired, and difahkd with age ; 
Telemachus was yet in his minority ; and the fear of any vio- 
lence either againft her own perfon, or againft her fon, might 
deter Penelope from ufmg any endeavours to remove men of 
fuch infolence, and fuch power. Daciir* 

VOL, I. F 
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In feaft and dance tlie mirthful months employ. 
And meditate my doom, to crown their joy. 326 
With tender pity touched, the Goddeis cry d : 
Soon may kind heav'n a fure relief provide^ 
Soon niay your Sue difchaige tlie vengeance due> 
And all your wrongs tl;e proud oppreffors rue ! 
Ok 1 in that portal ihould the chief appear, 331 
Eslqh hand tremendous with a brazen Qtcar^ 
In radiant Panoply his limbs incas'd ; 
(For {o of dd my father's court he grac'd^ 
When focial nurth unbent his ieiious Ibul, 335 
O er the full banquet, and the iprightly bowl) 
He then from Epbyre^ the fair domain ' T 
Of IIus, iprung from Jafons royal ftrain, > 
Meafur*dalengthof ieas,a toiUbmelength^invain. J 
For voyaging tolcam the direful art 340 
To taint with deadly dn^s the barbed dart ; 

341. 7> tmnt mth ieadfy dn^t the Unrbid dart,] It i» 
mecefikry to explain this pafTage. It ieefn» at firft view, as kT 
Vfyjis had requefted what a good man could not grant. JAiSf 

lays MmttSy denied the Poifon, becaufe he feared the anger 
of the Gods ; and the poifon itfcU is called by Homer *A>^fo^tor, 
as if it were dcfigned againft mankind. EuJlalJjius defends 
VlyJf.'S varioiilly : he intended, fays he, to employ it againfl 
beads oiily, that iufciled liii country, or in huating* Hf 
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Obfcrvant of the Gods, and fternly jufl, 
Bus refiis'd t* impart the baneful trufl: : 
With friendlier zeal my Father's foul was firVl, 
The drugs he knew, and gave the boon defur'd. 
Appeared he now with fuch heroick port, 346 
As then confpicuous at the Taphian court i 
Soon ihould yon' boafters ceafe their haughty ilrife. 
Or each atone his guilty love with life. 
But of his wifli'd return the care rcfign; 350 
Be future vengeance to the pow'rs divine. 
My fentence hear : with ftem diftafte avow'd. 
To their own diftri£b drive the Suitor-crowd : 
When next the monung warms the purple Eaft, 
Convoke the Peerage, and the Gods atteft s 355 

affigns another reafon, and fays that the Poet is jfreparing the 
way to gjve an' air of probability to the deftrudion of the 
Suitors. He poifons his arrovrs, that every wound may be 
mortal \ on this account the Poifon may be called iu^^Kv . 
for it is certain in the wars of Troy poifoned arrows were not 
in ufe, for many perfons who were wounded recovered j fo 
that of neccjffity they muft be refcrved for domcllick occafions. 
From what has been faid wc may colle(5^ the reafon why An- 
chialus granted the poifon to UlyJJes, and llus denied it ; An- 
chialus was the friend of UhffeSy and knew that he would not 
employ it to any ill purpofc : but Ilta^ who was a ilranger t« 
htm, wat a&aid left he ihould abufe it. E^/iatbius. ' 

P a 
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The forrows of your inmoft foul relate ; 
And form fure. plans to fave the fmking ftate. 
Should fecond love a pleafmg flame infpire. 
And the chafte Queen connubial rites require 
Difmifs'd with honour, let her hence repah 360 

« 

To great LariuSy whofe paternal care 

Will guide her paflion, and reward her choice 

With wealthy dow'r> and bridal gifts of price. 

3^. 360. Difmifs'd with honour ^ lei her hence repair. ] I will 
lay before the reader literally what Erjfathius obferves up- 
on thefe words. ,There is a Solecilm, fays he, in thefe verfes 
or words, that cannot be reduced to the rules of conftru^on. 
It fhould be tAn^t not foi^p* a^* trv. How then comes the *ac- 
cufative cafe to be ufcd inftead of the nominative ? Mentis^ 
adds he, may be fuppofed to have intended to have faid 
in>4^r, (fend thy Mother away ;) but confidcring in the midft 
of the Sentence, that fuch advice was not fuitabic to be given 
to TelernaJ-'Us., he checks himfelf and fupprelles uTzwrriu.-^ov \ and 
no other word Immediately occuring, that required an accU' 
fativc cafe, he fills into a Solecifm. 

But perhaps this is more ingenious than true ; though 
Mentes was in hafte when he fpoke it, Homer was not when 
Jic compofed it. Might not an crrour creep into the original 
by the negligence of a Tranfcribcr, who might write Muliipat 
for Mvmg I This is the more probable, becaufe the one ftands 
In the verfe in every refpeA as well as the other. . 

What Euflathius adds is very abfurd : he fays that Tslema' 
dms muft obferve both the interpretations, either, fend thy Mo- 
ther away, or let thy Mother retire. So that the advice was 
double, fend thy Mother away if thou doft not love her ; but if 
thou kilt unwilling to grieve her, let her reccfs be voluntary. 
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Then let this di£tate of my love prevail : 
Inftant, to foreign realms prepare to fail, 365 
To learn your Father's fortunes : fame may prove. 
Or omen'd Voice, (the meflenger of "Jove) 
Propitious to the fearch. Dire£l your toil 
Thro' the wide Ocean hrft to fandy Fyle ; 
Of iV^^r, hoary, Sage, his doom demand : 370 
Thence fpeed your voyage to the Spartan ftrand \ 
For young Atrides to tli' Achaian coaft 
Arriv'd the laft of all the viftor hoft. 
If yet Vlyjfes views the light ; forbear, 
*Till the fleet hours reftore the circling year. 375 
But if his foul hath wing'd the deftin'd flighty 
Inhabitant of deep difaftrous Night \ 
Homeward with pious fpeed repafs the main. 
To the pale fhade funereal rites ordain, 

367. Omm^d- Fotce ■ ■ ■ ■ of Jove.] There is a difficulty 
in this Paflage. In any cafe of cnquir}', any Words that were 
heard by accident were calicd by the Latins^ Omens % by Ho' 
mer^ the Voice of Jupiter ; and he ftilcs them fo, bccaufc it is 
through his providence that thofe words come to our know- 
ledge : xXtcK fignifies fame or rumour \ and the Ancients referred 
all voices or founds to yAt^/'/^r ; and ftilcd him ZiD? «xavo/xpar<>f. 
So that the voice of Joive implies any words that we hear by 
chance, from whence we can draw any thing that gives ligh( 
to our concerns or enquiries. Dader. Muflitftius^ 
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Plant the fair Column o'er the vacant grave, 380 
A Hero's honours let the Hem have. 
With decent grief the royal dead deplor*d. 
For the chafte Queen fele£t an equal Lord. 
Then let revenge your daring mind qnploy, 1 
By fraud or force the Suitor*train deilroy, 385 > 
And ftarting into manhood, fcoru the boy. J 
Haft thou not heard how young Orefies, fir'd 
With great revenge, immortal praife acquir d ? 
His virgin-lword, Mgyjlhus* veins imbru'd 5 
The murd'rer fell, and blood aton'd for bloody 3 90 
O greatly blefs'd with every bloomiiig grace I 
With equal fteps the paths of glory trace $ 

^. 387. Ha/l thou notlnard^ ^c] It may feem that this 
example of Orefles does not come fully up to the purpofe in- 
tended : there is a wide difference in the drcumftaiices : 0» 
rtfiis flew an adulterer, and a fingle perfon, with an adultereft. 
The defigns of Ttlemachus are not againft one» but many ene* 
mies ; neither arc they adulterers, nor have ^ey llain die 
ther of'TiUmachtUt as is the cafe of Oreftet : nor is Penebpt an 
adultercfs. The intent therefore of the Goddefs is only to 
(liew what a glorious adt it is to defend our parents: Orejles^ 
fays MenteSy is every where celebrated for honouring his fa- 
ther, and thou ihalt obtain equal honour by defexuiiiigtby 
mother. 

The fenfe that vtSif^mti here bears is remarkable, it ligni- 
fies not only a perfon who kills his own father^ but who kiUt 
the father of any other perfon. Euflatldm* 
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. Join to that royal youth's your rival name. 
And ihine eternal in the iphere of fame, — 
But my aflbciates now my ftay deplore, * 395 
Impatient on the hoarfe-refounding fliore. 
Thou, heedful of adidce, fecure proceed ; 
My praife die precept is, be thine the deed* 
The eounfel of my Friend (the Youth fe- 
pin'd) 

Imprints convidlion on my grateful mind., 400 
So fathers ipeak (perfuafive fpeech and mild) 
Tlieir fage experience to tlie fav'rite child, . , 
But, fince to part, for fweet refection due 
The genial viands let my train renew : 
And the rich pledge of plighted faith receive, 405 
Worthy the heir of Itbaca to give. 
.Defer the promis'd boon, (the Goddels 
cries, 

CelefUal azure brightening in her eyes) 
And let me now regain the Rsithrian poit : 
From T^emefd returned, your royal court 410 
I fliall revifit ; and that pledge receive ^ 
And gifts, memorial of our friendfhip, leave. 

F 4 
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Abrupt, with eagle-lpecd ftie cut the Iky ; 
Inftant invifiblc to mortal eye. 
Then firft he jecognis'd th* ittherial guefti 415 
Wonder and joy alternate fire his breaft : 
Heroick thoughts> infus'd, his heart dilate : 
Revolving much liis father s doubtful fate. 
At lengthy compos d, he join'd the fuitOTi-throng | 
Hufu'd in attention to the warbled fong. 420 

413. — — fViih eagle-Jpeed {he cut the Jky j 
I>lfteait imnfibk ] 

I pafs over the fcvcral interpretations that have been given to 
the word uvoTtanxi fome fay it implies ftie flew up the chimney, 
^c. In reality it fignifics a fpecics of an eagle: but it may 
alfo lignify the fame as afa»};? (invifiblc,) either of the latter 
fenfes are natural, or both together, Uke an ea^lejhe difappeandk 
Euftathius. 

fi 42a Hi^'d in attention to the warbled fong,] There may 
be two reafons why this is inferted; either the Suitors were 
pleafed with the fweetnefs of the fong, or the fubjed^ of it ; 
they fat attentive to hear the ^eath of Vljiffes^ in (he procef^ 
of his ftory. This gives us a reafon why immediately Pene- 
lope dcfcended to ftop the fong ; fhe feared left he might touch 
upon the flory of IJ^yJJes^ and (ay that he died in his return. 
This Vv'(^uld have reduced her to the utmolt ncccffity, and fhe 
could not have deferred to niarrv- Pht-rnius would hav« cer- 
tainly found credit, for Poets were believed to be7infpired by 
the Gods ; they were looked upon as Prophets, and to have 
fomethin^: of divinity in them, as appears from Demodocus in 
the eighth book of the Odyjfey. Befidcs there was a further 
neceihty to ptit a ftop to the fong.- If Phemius had declared 
him to be dead, Pemkpi could not have avoided marriage % if 
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His tender theme the charming Lyrift cbofe 
Jdinervd^ anger, and the direful woes 
Which voyaging from l^roy the Viftors bore. 
While ftorms vindi£tive intercept the (hore. 
ThQ flirilling airs the vaulted rpof rebpundSj 425 
{lefleding to the Queen the filver founds. ' 
With grief renewed the weeping fair defcendsi 
* Their fpv reign s ftep a virgin train attends : 
A veil 01 iichefl texture wrought, llie wears. 
And filent to the joyous hall repairs, ' 430 
There from the portal, with her mild command 
Thus gently checks the minftrel's tuneful hand. 

alive, the Suitors might have defifted, or armed themfelves 
againft IJlyJJes^ and then their deaths, one of the principal in- 
cidents of the Poem, could not have followed j neither could 
TeUmachus have gone in ieairch of his father, if he had fore- 
known his deatb> or fudden return. It is therefore artful in 
the Poet to cut die long Ihort ; he referves the ftoiy of Uhj^^ 
for future narration ; and brings all this about by ^ very pro- 
bable method, by the interpofition of Ptnelopey who requefia ' 
that feme other ftory may be chofen, a ftory that (he can 
-hear without forrow. 

It is very cuftomary for women to be prefent at the enter- 
tainments of men ; as appears from the condudl of Hclcn^ A- 
retey Nauficaa^ and Penelopey in divers parts of the Od^jffey: 
ihe is here introduced with the greateft decency ; (he enters 
• jiot the room, but ilands with tears at the threfhold j and 
^ven at that diftancc appean with her face ihaded by a yeil^ 

• 
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Pbmius ! kt afts of Gods^ and Heroes old. 
What ancient bards in hall and bow'r have told, 
Attemper'd to the Lyre, your vcrice employ ^ 435 
Such the pleas'd ear will drink with fiknt joy. 
But oh ! forbear that dear, difaftrous name. 
To forrow iacred, and iccure of fame : 
My bleeding bofom fickens at the found. 
And ev'ry piercing note inflicts a wound. 440 

Why, deareft objed of my duteous love, 
(Reply 'd the Prince) will you tlie Bard reprove ? 
Dft*, Joves aetherial rays (refiftlefs fire) 
The chanter's foul and raptur'd long in^ire ; 

445. O/Cy Jove'i atberial rays^ &c.] Ttlemaehus here 
reproves his mother for commanding Phemus to defift, or not 
to make Vlffii the fiibjed of his fong by fiiying, that it wis 
not in die Poet's own power to chufe his fubje£t, which was 
frequently dilated and in(pired by the Gods. This is a por- 
ticiilar infbnee of the opinion die ancients held as to the im- 
mediate infpi ration of their Poets. The words in the origi- 
nal evidentlj bear this fcnfc. If the JuhjeSl difpleafe you^ it is 
not the Poet J hut Jupiter is to hlame^ who infpires men of invert' 
tion, as he h 'tmfclf pleafes. And Madam Dacier ftrangely mif- 
takes this pafTage, in rendering it, // is not the Poety but Jupi- 
ter, who is the caufe of our misfortunes^ for it is he who eiifpm/is 
to writcbed mortals good or tvii m In pkafes. At the fame time 
flie acknowledges the word t Sx ^ii fw ^, which flie here renders 
laimousy or wttdtnl^ to fignify perfons of witt in the begin- 
nii^ of lib« and perfons of JJtiU mid okiMty m tMr urt^ rtt 
lib. xilL 
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Initinft divine! nor Uame levere his choice, 445 
Warbling the Grecian woes with harp and voice : 
For novel lays attra£): our ravilh'd ears; 
But old, the mind with inattention hears ; 
Patient permit the iadly-pleaiing ftrain ; 
Familiar now with grief, your tears refrain, 450 
And in the publick woe forget your own ; 
You weep not for a perifti'd Lord, alone, 
Wh^t Greeks^ now wand ring in the Stygian gloom^ 
With your Utji^s ihar*d an equal doom ! 
Your widow'd hours, apart, with female toil 455 
And various labours of the loom, beguile; 
There rule, from palace-cares remote and free. 
That care to man belongs, and moft to me. 

455. Tour widoiv'd hours ^ apart, with female toil, &c.] 
Thefe verfes are taken literally from the fixth book of the 
I/iad, except that ^Boi is inferted inftead of «7oAi^ ; EnJJathtus 
explains the pafTagc thus : JVomen are not forbid intirely to fpeak^ 
Jor women are talking animals, T^mot f«o», they have the faculty 
9f talking, and indeed an rattonal creatures ; but they muft mi 
give 'too much liberty to that wtrufy mmhirf in tbt am^ty rf mm% 
Sopbodts advifes well, 

TvKUp yvifo^ xoaftor vi Qifn ^ifu. 

O woman, Jilence Is the emammi of tJjy fex. Madam Dacier^- 
though ihe plunden ahaoft every tbijBg, has fpared this ob- ^ 
fcmtion* 



Digitized by Google 



50 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Book z* 
Mature bey<»id his years the Queen adnures 

0 

His &ge reply, and with her train retires. 460 
Then fwelling forrows burft their fomier bounds^ 
With echoing grief afireih the dome refounds i 
'Till Pallas, piteous of her plaintive cries. 
In ilumber clos'd her fdver-Areaming ey^s. ^ 

Meantime^ rekindl'd at the royal charms^ 465 
Tumultuous love each beating bofom warms s 
Intemperate rage a wordy war began ^ 
But bold lekmacifus aflum'd the man. 
Inftant (he cry'd) your female difcprd end* 
Ye deedleis boaflers ! and the ibng attend 5 47Q 
Obey that fweet compulTion, nor profane 
With dinbnance the fmooth melodious Arain. 
Pacifick now prolong the jovial feaft j 
But VvIiLii tlie dawn reveals the rofy Eafl, 
ly to the Peers aflembled, fliall propofe 475 
The firm reiblve, I here in few difdoie. 
No longer live the cankers of my. court; 
All to your feveral ftates with fpeed refort ; 
Wafte in wild riot what your land allows, ' 
There ply the early feaft, and late caroufe. 48Q 
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But if, to honour loft, 'tis ftiil decreed 
For you my bowl fliall flow, my flock fliall bleed ^ 
Judge and revenge my right, impartial yc'z;^/-^ 
By him and all th' immortal thrones above, 
(A facred oath) each proud oppreflbr, fldn, 48 5 
Shall with inglorious gore this marble ftain. 
Aw'd by the Prince, thus haughty, bold^ and 
young. 

Rage gnaw'd the lip,and wonder chained tlie tongue. 
Silence at length the gay jdn(inous broke, 
Confla aia'd a fmile, and thus ambiguous fpoke. 490 
What God to your untutor'd youth affords 
This headlong torrent of amazmg words i 

3^. 491. The J^ich 9f Antinous,] AMvma and Eurymachn 
are Ithacenfians^ and are called the chief of the Suitors. It is 
therefore neccflary to diftinguifh their characSlers ; Antincui is 
violent, and determined againft Vlyffes ; Eurymachus more • 
.gentle and fubtle; Antinous derides, Eurymachus flatters. 

This fpeech of Antifious is a concealed raillery ; he tells TJr- 
lemachus^ that Jove infpires his foul with wifdom, but means 
that his education has-been fuch, that he had learned nothing 
from man ; he wiflics (out of a feemingly kind concern for 
him) that he may liiever reign in Ithma^ . becaufe the weight 
of a crown is. a burden; and concludes with mentioning his 
hereditary title to it, to infinuate that it is his by defcent only, 
and not by merit. / 

'Tilemadm^ in his anfwer, wifely diflembles the aflront of 
Aniimus^ h^ takes it in the better fenfe, and fcems to di^er 
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May "Jovi delay thy reign, and cumber late 
So bright a genius with the toils of iUte! 

ThoTe toils (Helmaclm ferene replies) 4^5 
Have charms, with all their weight, t' allure the wife. 
> Faft by the Throne obfequious Fame refides^ 
And Wealth incellant rolls her golden tides. 
Nor let Antinous rage, if ftrong defire 
Cf wealth and fame a youthful bofom fiie : 500 
Elcft by JcFoe his Delegate of fway, 
Witli joyous pride the fummons I'd obey. 

only in opinion about the Regality. Think you, fays he, 
that to be a King is to be miicrable ? To be a King, in my 
judgment, is to enjoy affluence and honour. He aflerts his 
claim to the fucceflion of his father, yet feems to decline it, 
to lay the fufpicions of the Suitors afieep, that they may not 
prevent the meafures he takes to obtain it. Eufiathius. 

The fpeech of Eurymacbus confirms the former obfervation, 
that this Suitor is of a more foft and moderate behaviour than 
Jtntimut: he doaths ill deligns with a feeming humanit]r» 
and appears a friend, while he carries on the part of an ene- 
my : TiUmadms had faid, that if it was the will of Jupiter y 
he would afcend the Throne of Ithaca: Bwjmadlms anfwers, 
that this was as the Gods (hould determine ; an infmuation 
that they regarded not his claim from his father. Telemachus 
faid he would maintain himfelf in the pofTcfTion of his prefent 
inheritance : Eurymachus wifhes that no one may arrive to dif- 
pofTefs him : the latent meaning of which is, we of your 
** own country are fufficient for that Defign.** If thcfc ob- 
fervadons of Eujiathim be true, Eurymachus WM not a lefs 
enemy than Anttnws, but a better difiemUer. 
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Whene'er Ulxfes roams the reahn of Nighty 
Shou'd factious pow'r difpate my lineal right. 
Some other Greeks a fairer daim may pkad ; 505 
To your pretence their title wou'd precede. 
At leaA, the icepter loft, I ftill ihou*d reign 
Sole o er my valTal^, and domeftick train. 

To this Eurymacbus. To hcav n alone 
Refer the ch<nce to fill the vacant Throne. 510 
Your patrimonial ilores in peace pc^iefi} 
Updoubted aU your filial daim confefi : 
Your private right ihou'd impious pov/r invade^ 
The peers of libaca wou'd arm in aid. 
But iay, that Stranger-gueft who late with- 
drew. 

What and from whence ? his name and lineage 
flxew. 

His grave demeanour, and majeftick grace 
Speak him defcended of no vulgar race: 
Did he fome loan of antient right require. 
Or came fore-runner of your fiepter'd Sire i 520 

Oh ion of P^fyimt theJPrince replies. 
No more my Sire will glad thefe longing eyes; 
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The. Queen's fond hope inventive rumour cheer^^ 
Or vain dimers' dreams divert her fears* 
That ftranger-gueft the T' aphian reabn obeys^ 52 j 
A reahn defended with inciichng ieas. 
Mejitesy an ever-honour'd name, of old 
High in Ul^es fecial lift inroU'd. 

Thus he, tho' Gonfcious of th' aetherial Gueftj 
Anfwer'd evafive of the fly rcqueft. , 536 
Meantime the Lyre rejoins the fprighdy lay 9 
Love-dittied airs, and dance, conclude the day. 
But when the Star of Eve, with golden light 
Adom*d the matron-brow of (able Night 5 
The mirthful train difperfmg quit the court, 535 
And to their feveral domes to Reft refort. 
A tow'ring ftruAure to tlie palace join'd > 
To this his fteps the thoughtful Prince inclin'd ^ 
In his pavilion there, to fleep repairs i 
The lighted torch, tlie fage Eurycka bear§ : 540 

. 3^. 540. 7he fage Euryclea,} Eurydia was a very aged per- 
fon; ihe was bought by Laertes to nurfe Uhiffesi and in her 
old age Attends TeUmachm: ihe coft Latrtes twenty Oxen ; 
that is, a certain quantity of money (iSMc ^MtifOmSt) which 
would buy twenty oxen : or perhaps die form of an ox was 
ftamped upon the metal, and from thence had its appellation. 
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(Daughter of the juft Pifemr^s fi>n. 
For twenty beeves by great Laertes won ; 
In rpfy prime with charms attra£|ive §rac'4^ 
Honoured by him> a gentle Lord and chafte. 
With dear efteem : too wife, with jealous fixife 
To taint the joys of fweet, connubial hfe. 546 
Sole with Teknuic/jus her fcrvice ends, 
A chijd flie nurs'd him, and a mau attends.) 
Whilft to his couch himfelf the Prince addreft. 
The duteous dame receiv'd the purple veft : 550 
The purple veil with decent care diipos'd. 
The fiiver ring 0ie pull'd, the door redos'd | 
The bolt, obedient to the filken cprd. 
To the Qxoxig ftaple's inmoft depth reftor'd. 
Secured the valves. There, wrapt in filent 
flaade, 555 
Fenfive, the rules the Goddefs gave, he welgh'd 

The fimplicity of thefe Hcroick times is remarkable ; aa 
old woman is the only attendant upon the lun ot a King : 
Ihe lights him to his apartment, takes care of his cloaths, 
and hangs them up at the fide of his bed. Greatnefs then 
confifted not in fhew, but in the mind : tliis condu£l: pro- 
ceeded not from the meannefs of poverty, but from the iim- 
plicity of maimers. Euftatbius. 
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^tretch'd on the downy fleece, no reft he knows, 
And in his raptur'd fovil the Vifion glows. 

Having now gone through the firft book, I (hall only ob- 
ferve to the Reader, th^t the whole of it does not take up tho 
compafs of an intire day: when Minftva appears to TtUma^ 
ibutf the Suitors were preparing to fit down to the banquet at 
|ioon; and the biifine^ of the firft book concjudes with the 
ilay. It is tnie^ that the Goda hold ^ debite helbie the de- 
fcent of Mnurva^ and ibme (mall time muft be allowed for 
that tnuifii^on. It is remaricable, that there Is not op« 
Simile in this book, except we allow thofe tliree words to be 
pne, y «c ea((WM» ; the fame obfervation is true of tlie firft 
))Ook pf t)if lUad, See (he NQte$ pa tl^t |>la^et 
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The ARGUMENT. 



The Council of Jtbaca, 



rp* E L E M A c H u s, in the affmbly of the Lords of Ithaca, 
complains of the Injufiice done him by the Suitors^ and 
tt0s upon their departure firm bis Palace % appealing to 
tfie Princes J fnd exciting tbe peopk to 4eclare againft them* 
'The Suitors endeavour to juflify their flay^ at leaft till he 
Jhall fend the ^een to the Court of Icarius her father ; 
which he rrfufes. There appeajfs a prodigy of two Eagles 
in tbe Jky^ which an Augur expounds to the ruin of the 
Suitors. Telemachus then demands a Vejfel to carry bttn 
to Pylos and Sparta, there to enquire of his father's for- 
tunes, Pallas in the fhape of Mentor (an ancient friend 
cf Ulyiies) helps him to a fisip^ qffifls him in preparing 
neceffaries for the voyage^ and imharis with him that night ; 
which concludes the fecond day from the Opening of tb^ 
Poem^ , ' 

• • * * 



The Scene continues in tbe Palace of UlyiTes in Ithaca; 
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THE 

^SECOND BOOK 

O F T H E 

ODYSSEY. 

NO w red'ning from the dawn, the Morn- 
ing-ray 

Glowed In the front of Heav n, and gave the Day< 
The youtliful Hero, with returning light, 
Rofe anxious from th' inquietudes of Night. 

* This book opens with the firft appearance of Tekmachus 
upon the ftage of action. And Bojfu obferves the great judg- 
ment of the Poet, in beginning with the tranfa£tions of Itbaca 
in the abfence of Ulyjfes : by this method he fets the conduct 
of Telemachm^ Penelope^ and the Suitors, in a ftrong point of 
light J they all have a large {hare in the ftory of the Poem, 
and confe(juently ought to have diftinguiftiing charaders. It. 

O 3 
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A royal robe he wore with graceful pride» , 5 
. A two-edg*d falchion threatened by his iide. 
Embroidered iandals glitter d as he trod» 
And forth he mov'd, majeilick as a God. 
Then by his Heralds, reftleis of delay. 
To council calls the Peers : the Peers obey. 10 
Soon as in iblemn form th* aifembly fat. 
From his high dome himfelf defcends in ftate. 
Bright in his hand a ponderous jav'lin ihin'd y 
Two Dogs, a faithful guard, attend behind^ 

is as ncceflary iir Epkk Poetcy, as it k on tlie Theatie, to 
let us immediately into the cfaarader of eveiy perfim n^om 
the Poet Sntiodiices : this adds pcr^icutty to die ftaj, and 
we immediately grow acquainted with each peribnage, and 
intereft ourfdves in the good or ill fortune that attends thear 
through the whole relation. 

TeUmachus is now about twenty years of age : in the dcrenth 
book, the Poet tells us, he was an infant in the arms of his 
mother when U/);/Jes failed to Troy ; that Hero was abfent near 
twenty years, and from hence we may gather the exadb age 
of TeUmachus, He is every where deicxibed as a pedbn of 
prety to the Gods, of duty to bis parents, and as a lover of 
his country : he is prudent, temperate, and valiant : and the 
poet well fets oflF the importance of this young Hero, hf ghr* 
ing hhn the GoddeTs of War and Wifdom for his conftuit 
attendant. , 

f, 13* ^ ^ fn his hand a pontProm ja^im Jhm*d'\ The 
Poet describes TeUmachus as if he were marching againft an 
enemy, or going to a council of war, rather than to an ai- 
fcmbly of l^&zp in his own country ; iwo reafons arc aligned' 
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Palks with grace divine his form improves, 15 
And gazing crouds admire him as he moves. 

His Father's throne he filled : while diflant flood . 
The hoary Peers, and Aged Wifdom bow'd. 

for this conduA ; eithef this was the oommon ufiige of Princes 
tn thofe timeSf dr nmadms might loolt upon the Suitors as 
enemies, and confequeiitly go to council in arms as againft 

enemies. Eujlathius, 

f, 14. Two Dogs^ a faithful guards attend behind.'] This 
paflage has not efcaped the raillery of the Criticks j they look 
upon it as a mean defcription of a Hero and a Prince, to give 
him a brace of dogs only for his guards or attendants : but 
fuch was the fimplici^ of ancient Princes, that except in vni 
they had rarely any attendants tor equipage^ And we may be 
confident Hniur copies after the cuftom of the time^ unlefs 
we can be to ahfufd as to fuppofe, he would feign low dr«» 
cumftances unneceflarily^ through a want of judgment. 

Virgil judged otherwtle, and thought this circumfiance 
worthy of his imitation. 

« 

Qliin etiam gemini cuftodes limine ab alto 
^ Procedtint, grefltimque canes comitantor Ifeiflem;*' 

Patndm is dciciibed in the Iliad with the lame attendants* 

nine large dogs domeflick at his board. B. xxiii. 

Poetryi obfefves Datter^ is like Painting, whldi draws th4^ 
greattft beauties from the ifimpk^. cuftoms : and even in hif- 
lory, we receive a ienfible j^leafure /rom the leail circumftarice 
that denotes the cufloms of ancient times. It may be added, 
that the Poet, as well as the Painter, is obliged to follow the 
cuftoms of the age of which he writes, or paints : a modern 
drefs would ill become Achillei or Uiyffes^ fuch a conduit would 
be cuiidemned as an abfurdity in patntingi and ought to be fo 
in poetry* 
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• • 

'Twas filence all, at laft JEgyptius fpoke; 
Mgyptiusy by his age and forrows broke : ao 
A length of days his foul with prudence crown'd, 
A length of days had bent him to the Ground. 
His eldeft * hope in arms to Sion came^ 
By great Ulji/fes taught the path to fame > ^ 
^ But (haplefs youth) the hideous Cyclops tore 2 5 
His quivering limbs, and quafF'd his fpouting gore. 
Three fons remaui'd : to climb with haughty firts 
Hie royal bed, Eurynmus ^fyms^ 
The reft Mdth duteous love his griefs affwage, 
.And eafe die Sire of half the cares of age. 30 
Yet ftill his Antipbus he loves, he mourns^ 
And as he ftood, he ^oke and wept by turns. 

Since great UljiU'es ibught the Phrygian plains. 
Within tliefe walls inglorious filence reigns. 

• Antipbus, 

31. Yet Ji'ill ^/j Antiphus he loves^ he mourns.^ Horner^ 
fays EuJlathiuSy infcrts thcfc particularities concerning the fa- 
mily oli MgyptitiSy to give an air of truth to his ftory ; it does 
not appear that JEgyptius knew the certainty of the death of 
jindphus : (for it is the Poet who rel ates it, and not the fa- 
ther whence, as Dader obferves, ihouki he learn it? He 
only laments him, according to the prevailing opinion that all 
the companions of Vlyjfes were loft with Vljjfes. 

^. 33. Since great UlylTes, ^c] We here are .told^ that 
there never had been any council convened in hbace^ iiju e 

« 
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Say then, ye Peers ! by whofe conunands we, meet ? 
Why here once more m folemn council fit ? 36 
Ye young, ye old, the weighty caufe diiclofe : 
Arrives fome mcffage of invading foes ? 
Or fay, does high neceflity of ihite 
Infpire fome Patriot, and demand debate ! 40 
The pre&nt Synod fpeaks its author wife ^ 
ABi& him, Jove, thou regent of the ikies ! 

the departure of Ulyffes. The general defign and moral of the 
Odyjfey^ is to inform us of the mifchievous effects which the 
Abfence of a King and Father of a Family produces : we de- ' 
privc, as Bojfu obCerves, the Poem of its very foul, and fpoil 
the Fable* if we retrench from it the diforders which the 
Suitors create in the Abfence of U^fffes^ both in his family and 
dominions. Nothing can give us a greater image of thofe dl(« . 
orders, than what is here rdated : what muft a kingdom fuf-' 
fer in twenty years without a Ruler, without a Council to 
make Laws or pumih enormities? Such is the condition of 
Ithaca : Laertes is fuperannuated ; Penehpe opprefled by the 
violence of the Suitors j and TeUmacbus to this time, in his 
minority'. 

. It is very artful in the Poet to open the afTembly by /Egyp- 
ttus : Telt'^nacbus v/as the perfon who convened it: and being 
the greatcft perfonage prefent, it might be expelled that he 
ihould open the defign of it : but to give Telemnchus courage, 
'l¥ho was young and inexperienced, Mgyptim ^xSt rifes, and 
by praifing the perfon who had fummoned them (of whom he 
feems ignorant) gives TtUmachm to underftand he has friends 
among the afiembly : this he could no other way (o fafely have 
done, coniidering the power of the Suitors. By this means 
Telmaebas is encouraged to fpcak boldly, and arraign the dii- 
Ordei^ of the Suitors wilh the uttnoll freedom. 
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He fpokt* lekmachu with tranfport glam^ 
Embrac'd the omen> and majeftick rofe : * 
(His royal hand th' imperial £:cpter fway'd) 45 
Then thus, addreifing to JBg^jptim, faid. 

Rev'rend old man ! lo here confeft he flands 
By whom ye meet \ my grief your care demands* 
No ftory I unfold of publick woes. 
Nor bear advices of impending foes \ 50 
* Peace the Ueft land, and joys inceflant crown \ 
Qi all this happy realm, I grieve alone. 
For my loft Sire continual Ibrrows fpring. 
The great, the good^ your Father, and your King4 
Yet more ^ our houfe from its foundation bows, 5 5 
Our foes are pow rful, and your fons tlie foes : 

^. 54, Twr Father^ and yowr King,'^ Telemachus here fcts 
the chara^r of Viyiffes^ as a King, in the moft agreeable 
' point of light : he ruled his peofde with thcv fame mildneis as 
a father rules bis children4 Thb muft needs hare a verf 
happy effedl upon the audience ; not only as it fhews Vl^e$ 
to hav? been a good Governor ; but as it recalls the memory 
6f the happinefs they received from that 'mild govcrnmcntj 
and obliquely condemns them of ingratitude who had forgot 
it. By this method alfo the Poet intcrefts us deeply in the 
fufferings of Uiy/Jes ; we cannot fee a good man and good King 
in dillrefs, without the moft tender emotiom. 

3^. 55. rtt mare I our beufty &c,] VsfhziTtlemachusYitTt 
fays, has given ofience to the Criticksi they think.it indc* 
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Hither, unwelcome to the Queen they come i 
Why feek they not the rich Icarian dome ? 
If Ihe muft wed, from other hands require 
The dow'ry : is I'elemacbus her Sire i 60 
Yet thro* my court the noife of Revd rings. 
And waftes the wife frugality of Kings. 
Scarce all my hei ds their luxury fuffice i 
Scarce all my wine their nudnight hours fupplies^ 

cent for a Ton to fay, that he bears with more regret the dif*' 
order of his family than- the lofs of his father j yet this objec- 
tion will vanifh, if we weigh Penelope^ TeUmachus^ and his 
whole pofterity, againft the fmgle perfon of Vlyjfes, 

But what chiefly takes away this obje^on is, that TeUma* 
thts was ftill in hopes of his father's return ; for dvuUera. does 
not imply necefiarily b» death» but abfence: and then botb 
with juiftice and decency, Tilmuubw may fay that he griever 
Hiorc for the deftmdkm of his family^ than for the aUeace 
of UkdTit. 

f* 63* Scorn 0U my htrdi ihnr iiUmry fuffice.] This pailage 
b ridiculed by the Criticks j they fet it in a wrong lights anrf 
then ^ow very pleafant upon it : Telemachus makes a fad out- 
cry bccaufe the Suitors cat his flieep, his beeves and fatted 
goats ; and at laft falls into tears. The truth is, the riches' 
of Kings and Princes, in thofe early ages, confiftcd chiefly inr 
flocks and cattle j thus ^neas and Paris are defcribed ^s tend- 
ing their flocks, i^c* and Abraham in the fcripturesf as abound-^ 
kig in this kind of wealth. 

Thefe Criticks would form a different idea of the ftate mS . 
condition of TeUmecbus^ if diey confidered that he had beeir 
capable to maintsun no fewrer than an hundred and eight per-^ 
fom inr a mamier very cxpenfivc for many years f for fa mftn/ 
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Safe in my youth, in riot ftill they grow, 6 5 

Nor in the helpki^ Orphan dread a foe. 

But come it will, the time when manhood grants 

More powVful advocates tlian vam complaints. 

Approach that hour ! unfufferable wrong 

Cries to the Gods, and vengeance fleeps too long. 

Rife then, ye Peers ! with virtuous anger rife ; 71 

Your fame revere, but moft th' avenging ikies« 

By ail the deathlefi pow*rs that reign above, 

By righteous Themis and by thundering Jov^i 

(T^bemis^ who gives to councils, or denies 7^ 

* 

Succefs I and humbles, or confirms the wi&) 

(with their attendants) were the Suitors, as appears from the 
£xteenth book : and at the fame time he kept up the digoitjf 
of his own courts and lived with great hofpitality^ 

But it is a fufficient anfwer to- the objections againft this 
paflage, to obferve, that it is not the expence, but manner of 
it, that Telemachus. laments : this he exprelly declares by the 
' word fjM'iiHUiti and furdy a (bber man may complain againft 
luxury, without being arraigned of meannefs ; and againft 
profufion, without being condemned for paifimony, . 

f. 75. Themis, who gives t9 evtmciby or denies 
Suceefs ; ] 

EuJJathius obfcrves, that there was a cuflom to carry the fta- 
tue of Themis to the afl'cmblies in iormcr a2;es, and carry it 
back again when thofe aflcmblics were dilTolved ; and thus 
Themis may be faid to form, and dillolve an affembly. Dadcr 
dilUkiKs this aflertion, as having no foundation in antiquity % 
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Rife in my aid! foffice the tears that flow 

For my loft Sire, nor add new woe to woe. 

If e*er he bore the fword to ftrengthen Ul, 

Or having pow'r to wrong, betray'd the will, 80 

On me, on me your kindled wratli aHwage, 

And bid the voice of lawlefs riot rage; 

If ruin to our royal, race ye doom. 

Be You the l^)oilers, and our wealth confume. 

Then might we hope redrefi from )ufter laws, 85 

■ • 
And railfe all Itbafa to aid our caufe: 

fhe thinks that the affertlon of Telemachus is general, that he 
intimates, it is Juftice alone that eftablifhes the councils of 
mankind, and that Injuftice confounds and brings the wicked 
defigns of men to confufion. 

I have followed this interpretation, not only as it fuits bcft 
witli the ufual morality of HmeVy but alfo as jfufiter is men- 
tioned with Themis ; and no fuch cuftom is pretended con- 
cerning his flatue. He is exprefly fliled by ^e ancients ZiSp 
mrofmbf. * In Skify tkere iras an Altar of zHt cSye^y or of 
fker wko preftdes gper OmadA, Ettftatbms fmm Hiindatm. 

if. 84. Be You the fpoilers^ and our wealth confume.'] To un- 
derftand this paflage, we muft remember, as Eu/iathius re- 
marks, that Telemachus is pleading his caufe before the Itha- 
cenfians ; them he conftitutes the Judges of his caufe : he 
therefore prevents an anfwer which they might make, viz, 
JVerate not the men that are gmky of ihefe Outrages \ Telemachus 
fi^oi|i8, It were better for me to fufler from your hands ; 

by your quiefcence you make my affairs deffwrate 
aa intimation that they ihould ri& in his defieiioe. 
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But while your Sons commit th'unpunifh'd wrong, 

» 

You make the arm of Violence too ftrong. 
While thus he fpoke, with rage and grief he 
frown'd. 

And dafh'd th' imperial fcepter to the ground. 90 
The big round tear hung trembling in his eye: 
The Synod griev'd, and gave a pitying iigh. 
Then filent fat — at length Antinom burns 
With haughty rage, and flernly thus returns. 

O infolence of youth ! whole tongue affords 95 
Such railing eloquence, and war of words. 

91. Thi big round tear bung trembling in his eye*"] Thii 
paflage is not one pf thofe, where the Poet can be Uamed for 
caufiing a Hero to weep. If we cooiider the youth of 7#- 
ibnu&Kf, together widi die tendcrneis agreeaUe to diat time 
of life } the fuljeds that demand his concern % the appre* 
henfion of the lois of a father; and the defolate ftate of his 
mother and kingdom : all thefe make his readinefs to burft 
into tears an argument, not of any want of fpirit in him, but 
of true fenfe, and goodnefs of nature j and is a great pro- 
priety, which fhews the right judgment of the Poet. 

^.95. O infolence of youth ! &c.] We find Jntinous always 
fetdng himielf in the ftrongeft oppofition to Telemachus ; and 
therefore he is the firft that falls by the fpear of Ulyfes ; the 
Poet obferves juilice, and as Antineus is the firft in guilty he 
is the iurft in puniihment. What JniiMus fyf% in this fpeecfa^ 
concerning the treachery of the female icrvant of Pmukfi^ 
prepares Ae way Ibr the puniihment XJbjffii infli6b on iboie 
of the maids in the concluiion of th« Poem: diis is an aft of 
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Studious tliy country's worthies to defiunc» 
Thy erring voice difplay^ thy Mother's ihame. 
eiuiive of the bridal day, (he gives 
Fond hopes to all» and all with hopes deodves. 1 00 

BDCtical jiiftices and it it ai necd&uy in Epick as in Tcagick 
roetry, to reward the and puniih the guilty. Eiiftalhius. 

f, 99^ Elufrve of the bridal day^ Jhe gives 

Fmd ktfit t$ aU, itnd 0U wiih hifts ilsahfis.'] 

It will he neceflaiy to vindicate ^e rharafler of Pmelopi, tho 
Heroine of the Poem, from the afperfion of Jntimus, It muft 
be confeft that (he has a very hard game to play, fhe neither 
dares confent, nor deny; if fhe confents, (he injures t/A;^x, 
whom (he ftill expe£ls to return 5 if fhe denies, fhe endangers 
the throne, and the life of Telemaclms^ from the violence of 
the Suitors % fo that no other metho4 is left to elude their 
addreiiest 

I muft not conceal what Etjfiatbius has mentioned from 
fome Authors, as I^fc^bnn^ &c. who fay that Findafi was 
fumnftti, in plain Bifijb^ m Harkt: and he quotes Hmit' 
itiSf as affirming diat ihe had a fon, named P«ii, by Htrmtt% 
but the Biihop declares it is all a Icandal s and every body 
muft conclude the rame, from her condu^ji as defcribed in 
Homer, 

To vindicate her in this place, we muft confider who it is 
that fpcaks : Antimus^ an unfuccefsful Lover : and what he 
blames as a crime, is really her glory ; he blames her becauie 
Ihe does not comply with their defires ; and it had been an 
a^ of guilt to have complied. He himfelf fufficiently vindi- 
cates her in the conckifioo of his ^wech, where he ci^bols her 
above all the ra^ of womankind : ib that the feeming incon- * 
Hftence of Penelope muft be imputed to die neceffi^ of her' 
affairs : ihe is artful, but not criminal. 

The original fays, fhe deceived die Suitors by her mef- 
Kages i a plain iatimatjoii, that ihe ufed no extraordinary fa« 
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Did not the fun, thro' heav'n's wide azure roll'd. 
For three long Years the royal fraud behold ? 
While fhe, laborious in delufion ^read 
The fpacious loom, and mix'd the various thread : 
Where as to lif(? the wond'rous figures rile, 105 
Thus fpoke th' inventive Queen, with artful fighs. 

Tho' cold in death Ul^es breathes no more, 
" Ceafe yet awhile to urge the bridal houri 
" Ceafe, 'till to great Laertes I bequeath 

A talk of grief, his ornaments of death. 1 1 a 

miliarities with her Admirers ; and through the whole Courfe 
of the Poem Ihe (eldom appears in their Aiiemblies* * 

3^. 109. Ceafcy 'ii/i to great Laertes / bequeath 
A Uffk §f gritf^ kis muannUs of d^aib,] 

It was an ancient cuftom to dedicate the fineft pieces of 
Weaviiif^ and Embroidery, to honour the funerals of the 
dead : and thcfe were ufually wrought by the ncareft relations 
in their life-time. Thus in the twenty-fccond lliad^ Andro- 
nuubi laments, that the body of Hester mull be expofed to 
the air* without thofe ornaments. 

^ And die mother of Euryaks in Ftrgtl^ to her fon. 

<c ^ Nec te tua funera mater 

^ Produxiy preffive oculos, aut vulnera lavi, 

Vefte tegens, tibi quam no^ feftina dieique 

Ursebanj, & tela curat folabar anilcs.'* 

• / 
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Left when the Fates his royal aihes chum. 
The Gr^W^ matroiis taint my fpodefs fame ; 
Whenhe^ whom living mighty reaUns obey 
' Shall want in death a ihroud to grace his ihade." 
Thus Ihe ; at once the gen'rous, train com- 
plies, • US 
Nor fraud miflrulls in virtue s fair dilguife. 
The work flie ply'd but ftudious of delay. 
By night revers'd the labom^ of the day. 
While thrice the fun his annual journey made. 
The conlcious lamp the midnight fraud furvey'd^ . 
Unheard, unieen, three Yearsherartsprevail; 121 
The fourth, her maid unfolds th' amazing tale. 
• We iaw, as unperceiv',d we took our ftand. 
The backward labours of her faithlefs hand. 
Then urg'd, flie pcrfeds her illuftrious toils 5 125 
A wondVous monument of female wiles ! 
But you, oh Peers ! and thou, oh Prince ! give * 
car 

(I fpeak aloud, that every Grttk may hear) 
DUiniis the Queen ; and if her iire approves. 
Let him efpoufe her to the Peer fhe loves : 130 

VOL. I. u 

* 
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Bid inftant to prepare tlie bridal train, 
Nor let a race of Princes wwtt ki iraki. 
Tho' vnth a grace divine her foul is Mefi, 
~ And aU Minerva breathes witl^ hef breaft, 134; 
In wond*Tous arts than woman more renowned. 
And loose than woman with deep wiiiUm crowned > 
Tho* J^r^ nor Mycene match her Name, 
Nor great Alcmna (the proud boafts of Fame) 
Yet thus by heav n adoni'd, by heaven's decree 
She fliinea with fatal excellence, to thee : 140 
With thee, the bowi we drain, induljge the feaS, 
^TiU righteous heav'n reclaim her fhifebdnn toeaft. 
What the' fr(»n pok to^pole refounds- her name ! 
The fon's deiku6ti<m waits the mother's fanie : 
For 'till jQ^ leaves tliy court, k is decreed, >4 5 
Thy bowl to empty^ and thy flock ta bked. 

ii, 240* She Jbinti with faial iX€tUttt£e to thee.] Euftathm^'* 
lems, that Antimusy, in the opening of his Speech, throwa 
the fault upon Petuk^^ to engage the hvoux o£ t)ie mul- 
• titude : but being conlcious that he had faid things which 
PemUpe would leient, he extols Iter in the concIoAoa of it. ^ 
He afcribes an obfKnacy of virtue to her, and by this dsuble 
condud endeavours to make both and the multitudr* 

his friendsr 
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Wliile yet he ipeaks^ Tekmacius replies* 
' jBv'n Nature ftarts> and what ye aik denies. 

f. 147. Te\etA9ch\is*s reply.'] Telemacbus ef^eryvrhextrpeJa 
Widi an openhefs and bravery of fpirit ; this fyckch is atefti* 

mony of it^ as well as his former ; he anfwers chiefly to th% 

difminion of Penelope, fays it would be an offciice againll: 
Heaven and Earth ; and concludes with a vehemence of C3t- 
preilion, and tells Antinous that fuch a word, ^di^^u ihall ne- 
ver fall from his tongue. 

The Criticks have found fault with one part of the Speech^, 
as betraying a fpirit of avarice and meannels in TtUmadms* 

How to Icarius^ in the bridal hoiir. 

Shall I, by waile undone, refund the dow*r ? 

They think it unworthy of TeUmaebus to make the Dower of 
PiHikpt an argumepc agatnft her difinilKony and confequently 
afcribe his detention of her, not to duty, but to covetouf* 

nefs. To take away this obje<flion, they point the verfes in 
a different manner, and place a flop after aVoTi»«>, and then 
the fenfe runs thus ; *' I cannot confent to diimifs her who 

bore me, and nurfed me in my infancy, while her hufband 
** is abfent, or perhaps dead j befides, hard would be the 

Puniihment I fhould fufFer, if I ihould voluntarily fend 
*• away Penelope to Icarius" 

Dacur diHilces this folution^ and appeals to the cufloms of 
thofe Ages, to juflify her opinion : if a fon forced away hi» 
mother firom bis houfe, be was obliged to reftore her dower, 
and all (he brought in marriage to her hufband : but if iho 
retired voluntarily to engage in a fecond marriage, the dower 
remained with the fon a'S lawful heir. This opinion of Da^ 
der may be. confirmed from Demojihenes in his orations, *i t^^et 

Toujraf ctJ'Jpo; Avtij? TtAff r^^drli^, a7r5^»'Jr5^Ta Tcv ulxoy, xouij-auivYi Tr» 

mffoika* Afterivarih upon the deceaje of her hufian l, leaving bis 
family^ and naiving back her portion^ Uc, The fame author 
adds, that the reafon why the Suitors are lb urgent to fend 
away PitifUfe, is, that ihe may chi^e to marry fome one of 

H > 
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Thus, iliall I thus repay a mother's cares. 
Who gave me life, and nurs'd my infant years ? 
While fad on foreign ihores Ul^es treads, 1 5 1 
Or glides a ghoil with unapparent ihades i 
How to karius in the bridal hour 
Shall 1, by wafte undone, refund the dow r ? 
How from my father fliould I vengeance dread ? . 
How would my mother curfe my hated head? 156^ 

them, rather than return to learius ; fo that TiUmadms only 
takes hold of their argument for her difmiffion, in order to 
detain her. They addrefled Penelope more for the fake of her 

riches than her beauty, (tor (he muft be about forty years 
oK!) and he tells them, that if he fends her away againft her 
conA lit, he muft reftore thofe riches, which they covet more 
than the perfon of Penelope, This I confefs is very refined ; 
and perhaps it may be fuificient to take off the obje<SUon of 
covetoufncfs in Tetemachus^ to underftand no more than what . 
the words at the firft view.feem to imply^ vis* an ahhorrence 
of their riots, defcribed by Teltmachus to have arifen to fuch 
a degree as to have almoft ruined his kingdom, and made 
their demands impoflible. I fee nothtng unnatural or mean 
in this interpretation, efpecially if wc remember that the 
prodiji >{!s (lifbrHers of his family enter into the eftence of 
the Poem T!io greater the diforders arc, the greater are 
the r-if^'^riiigs of LJlyJfiS, 

if. 155. How from my father Jhould I vengeana dread 
There is an ambiguity in the word Father % it may either 
Bc;tiify learius or Wyffis^ as Eujtaibius obfenres : but I think' 
the context determines the perfon of Ulyffes ; for Tekmeubus' 
believes him to be yet living, and consequently might feaf 
his vengeance, if he offered any indignity to Penelope, 
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And while in wrath to vengeful Fiends ihe 
cries. 

How from theii' hell would vengeful Fiends ai lie i , 
Abhorr'd by all, accurs'd my name would grow^ 
The earth'6 diigrace, and Humankind my foe. 1 60 
If this dilpleafe, why urge ye here your flay ? 
Hafte from die court, ye Ipoilers, hafte away : 

157. jfnd vjhile in wrath U vengeftd Fiends Jbe cries^ 
Hnv frvm ilmr biU wwU vengrfnl Fiends arifc f ] 

In the ninth Iliad we are told that the father of Phctnix im- 
precated the Furies againfi his fon. 

My fire with curfes loads my hated head. 
And cries, Y« Furies ! barren be his bed.** 

Inf'.Tnal yove^ the vengeful P'icnds below, ■ 
Aiid ruthlefs Proferpine^ coniinn'd his vow. 

In the fame book the Furies hear the curfes of Altbea upon 

her ion, 

She beat the ground, and call'd the Pow'rs beneath. 
On her own ion to wreak her brother's death. 
HeU heard her curfes from the realms profound* 

And the fdl Fiends who walk the nightly round. 

Thtfc paflages ihew the opinion the Ancients had of the 
honour due from children to parents, tobefuch, that they 
believed there were Furies particularly commiffioned to pu- 
fiiOi th6fe who failed in that refpedl, and to fulfil the impre- 
cations made againft them by their offended parents. There 
is a greatnefs in this idea, and it mull have had an tShBt upon 
the obedience of the youth. We fee TeUmatbus is full of the 
f^nfe of it. Dasisr, 

• H $ 
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W^c ill wild riot wliat your land allows, 
There ply the early feaft, and late cfiroufe. 
Bjit ifj to honour loit, 'tis ftill decreed 165 
]f Qr you my bowl ihall flow, my flocks fhall bleed i 
Judge and aflfert my right, impartial Jwe ! 
By him, zsA aU tb' immortal hoft above, 
(A facr^ oath) if heav'a the pow'r fupply, 
Vengeance I vow, and for your wrongs ye die. 170 
With that, two Eagles £rom a mountain's height 
By Joves command diied their rapid flight ; 

f. 171, &c, T&f Pr^Sgyrftbi i%vo Ragles y] This prodigy is 
uihered in very magnificently, and the verlcs arc lofty and 
fonorous. The Eagles are Ulyjfes and Telirmchm : By Jove'j 
immand they fly from a muntaif^s height : this denotes that the 
two Heroes are infpired by Jupiter^ and come from the coun- 
try to the deftru6lion of the Suttors 2 the eagles fly with 
win^ to ujing cotijoln'd j this (hews, that they a£b in concert 
and unity of councils : at firft they float upcn the wind ; this 
implies the calmncfs and fecrciy of the approach of thofe He» 
roes : at lafl they clmig their i^ivps, and hovering biat the Jkics ; 
this fliews the violence of the airault: TFith ardent eyes the ri- 
VliI train they threat. This, as the Poet himfelf interprets it, 
. denotes the approaching fate of the Suitors. Then failing o'er 
the domes and tow'rs tbty fy^ Full teu/rd th$ Eafl\ this fignifies 
that the Suitors alone are noi doomed to deftrudion, but 
that the men of Itbm a^e involved ia danger, as Bditbtrfit 
interprets it* 

Nor to the Great alone is death decreed ; 
We, and our guilty Jthaea muft bleed. 

See here the natural explication of this prodigy, which is very 
ingenious! Btiftathius^ vtrbatlm. 
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* 

Swift diey ddcend, with wit^ to wing conjoined, 
Stixtch tfaetrbn3Qd{duniC8,andfloatupondie wind. 
Above tfa'affembiedPetfs they whed on high, 175 
And clang their wings, and hovering beat the iky ; 
With ardent eyes the rival train they threat. 
And ihrieking loud, denounce approaching fate« 
They cuiF, they tear ^ their cheeks and ueck they 
rend, 

• And from tlieii* plumes huge drops of blood de- 
fcend: 180 
Then failing o'er the domes and towYs, they fly 
Full towld the Eaft, and mount into the iky. 
The wond'ring Rivals gaze with cares opprefl:, 

« 

And chilling horrours fi-ecze in ev'ry bread. 
Till big with knowledge of approaching woes 1 85 
The Prince of Augurs, Halitberfes^ rofe : 
Prefcient he view'd th' aerial tracks, and drew 
A fure prefage from ev'ry wing tliat flew. 

Ye fons (he cry'd) of Jthaca^ give ear. 
Hear all ! but chiefly you, oh Rivak ! hear. 1 90 
. Defljuilion fure o'er all your heads impends ^ 
Ul^es comes, and deadi his fteps attends. • 

H 4 
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Nor to the Great alone is death decreed ; 
We, and our guilty Itkaca muft bleed. 1 94 
Why ceaie we then the wrath of heav*n to ftay ? 
Be humbled all, and lead, ye Great I the way. 
For lo ! my words no fancy 'd woes relate : 
I Ipeak from icience, and the voice is Fate. 

When great Uly£es fought the Phrygian ftiores 
To fliake with war proud Ilions lofty tow'rs, 200 
Deeds then undone my faithful tongue foretold : 
Heav n feal'd my words, and you thofe deeds be« 
hold. 

I fee (I cry'd) his woes, a countlefi train > 

I fee his friends o'erwhelm'd beneath the main % 

203.. / fie ( 1 n'v\!) his ivocs ■ 
IJeebisfrundsoenvhilm^dy&LQ,^ 

In three lines (obferves Eufiatbm) the Poet gives us the 
whole Odyffey in Miniature : and it is wonderful to think, that 
fo plain a fubjef^ fhould produce fuch variety in the procefs of 

it. At ijiotie 6b{QXWcs the fimplicity of Homer s platform; which 
is XK) more than this : a Prince is abfent from his country ; 
Ntptune deflro) s his companions ; in his abfcnce his family is 
difordercd by many Princes that addrefs his wife, and plot 
againfl the iife of his only fon ^ but at lail after many ftor^ia 
he returns, punifhes the Suitors, and re-eitabliflies his affairs • 
this is all that is efiential to the Poem, therefl of it is made up 
of Epifodes. And yet with what miracles of Poetry (Jfe^t wi- 
rmk^ at/f0r4K;r^le8thm)lia8lielunulhedQiilhisPQ^ 
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How twice ten years from ihore to fbate he 
roams } / 205 

Now twice ten years are paft^ and now he comes ! 

To whom Eurymacbus Fly, Dotard, fly I 
With thy wife dreams, and fables of the iky. 
Go prophefy at home ; thy fons advife : 
liere tliou art fage in vain — I better read the 
Ikies. 210 
Unnumber'd Birds glide thro' th' aerial way. 
Vagrants of air, and unforebocUng ftray. 
Cold in the tomb, or in the deeps below . 
UfyJ/es lies : oh wert thou laid as low I 
Then would that bufy head no broils liiggef)^ 215 
Nor fire to rage 'Telemachuss breaft. 
from him feme bribe thy venal tongue requires. 
And Int'refl, not the God, thy voice inipires. 

f, 7.0"]. The fpeech of ^MTYTmc\\us.'\ It has beeivobferved* 
that Homer is the father of Oratory as well as Poetry , and 
it muft: he confclfed, that there is not any one branch of it, 
that is not to be found in his Poetry. The Invedlive, Per- 
fuafive, Ironical, t^'c. may all he gathered from it. Nothing 
€^ be better adapted to the purpofe than this fpcech of £u- 
* rymachus: he is to decry the credit of the precll^lions of Hm^ 
Ittherfes: he derides, he threats, and defcribes him as a venal 
Prophet. He is fpeaking to the multitude, and endeavours to 
briog HaRtbtrfis into contempt, and in order to it he uies htm 
Contemptuoufly. 
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His guiddds yooth^ if thy experienced age 
Miflead fallacious into idle rage> 220 
Vengeance deferv'd thy malice ihaUreprds, 
.And but augment the wrongs tliou would'il re* 
drefi. 

, ' ^eUmacbus may bid the Qujcen repair 
•To great Icarius, whofe paternal care 
Will guide her paffion, and reward her choice, 225 
Widi wealthy dowV, and bridal gifts of price. 
Till fhe retittSy detefmin'd we reinaki, 

' And both the Prince and Augur tfare^ in ^ain: 
His pride of words, andthy wild dream of Fate, 
\Move not the brave» or only move their hate* 230 
Threat on, oh Prince ! dude the bridal day. 
Threat on, 'till all thy Aores in waile decay. 
True, Greece affords a train of lovely dames. 
In wealth and beauty worthy of our flames : 
But never from this nobler fuit we ceafe j 235 
For wealtli and beauty lefs than virtue pleafe. 
To whom the Youth. Since then in vain I 
teU 

My numerous woes> in fiience let them dwelL 
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But j^v'Ps and all the Creeks^ bave beani my 

wrongs: 

To heav Hi and all the Grr^i^, redreft belongs. 240 
Yet this I alk (nor be it alk'd in vain) 
A bark to waft ine o'er the rolling main j 
The realms of Pyle and Sparta to explore^ 
And feek my royal fire from Ihore to Jfhore : 
If, or to Fame his doubtfol fkte be known, 245 
Or to be leam*d from Oracks alone ^ 
If yet he lives 5 with patience I forbear, 
'Till the fleet hours reftore the cirding year: 
But if akeady wand'ring in the train 
Oi empty ihades ^ X meafure back th^ inaio,a50 

3^. 239. yfll ihe Greeks hm>€ htardmy ttfrongs."] It is ne- 
cefl'ary for the Reader to carry in his mind, that this Aflembly 
confifts not only of the Peers, but of the people of lih^ca : fog 
to the people Tclemachu!; here appeals. 

It is evident, that the place of the Aflembly was at leaft 
open to the Air in the upper parts : fo* otherways how ihould 
the Eagles be vifiblc to the Suitors ? and fovery plainly, a5 1|» 
be difcovered to thresit iheta with their eyes ? Thece was na 
4oubt a place iet apart for Council, ufually in the market : for 
T^Umacbus is faid to. feat bimfelf in his father's throne, in the 
beginning of this book : but Ulyjps had been abfent twenty 
years ; and therefore it is evident, that his ^rone had ftood 
in the fame place for the fpace of twenty years. It is paftcon- 
tradidlion, that in Athens ^ and other cities of Greece^ there 

were V«i>^n^, publick Halls for the confultation of affairs* 
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FUmt the £ur column o'er the mighty dead. 

And yield his conibrt to, the nuptial bed. 

* He ceas'd ^ and while abaih'd the Peers attend 

> 

Mentor arofe, Ulxffis faithful friend : 
[When fierce in arms he fought the fcenes of 
war, 255 

My friend (he ay^d) my palace be thy care ; 
** Years roird on years my God-like fire decay. 

Guard thou his age, and his behefts obey/*]! 

254. Mentor arofe, \]\y{'[€s* faitf'fr/! frien'i,] The name 
of Aitntor is another inilance of the gratitude of our Poet*s 
remper, it being the fame which belonged to a friend of his 
by whom he was entertained in Ithaca^ during a deiluxion on ' 
his eyes which feized him in his voyages : and at whofe houfe 
lie is faid to have laid the plan of this Poem, This charader 
of Mentor is well fuftained by his fpeech, and by the affift- 
ante he gratefully givts to young TeUmathus on all occafions. 
< i» 258. Guard tbou my Sire, and bis behefls 0^,] The ori- 
ginal fays only, ** Obey the old man,** Eujlaihim rightly de- 
termines, that the cxpreflion means Laertes, The Poet lofes 
no opportunity of giving Vlyjjcs an excellent chara<Sler ; this 
is as neceilary a9 continually to repeat the diforders of the 
\&utors» 

— — — — Servetur ad imum 

Qiialis ab inccepto proceflerit, & fibi conftet." 

This C0ndM(£l contributes admirably to the defign of the 
Poem $ and when the Poet in the unravelling of his Fable 
comes to reward and punifli the chief a6lors, we acknow-^ 
ledge his jufHce in die death of the Suitors, and re-eftabliili* 
^ 'ment of Vl^cs^ 
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Stern as he rofe, he caft his eyes around. 
That flafli'd with rage- and-^as he fpoke, he 
frown'd^ 260 
O never, never more ! let King be juft. 

Be mild in pow'r, or faithful to his trufl ! 

* 

Let Tyrants govern with an iron rod, 
Oppreis, deftroy, and be the fcourge of God ; 
Since he who like a father held liis reign, 265 
. So foon forgot, was juft and mild in vain ! 
True, while my friend is griev'd, his griefs I 
fhares 

Yet now the Rivals are my finalleft care : 
» They, for the mighty mifcfaiefs they devife. 
E'er long ftiall pay— their forfeit lives theprice. 270 
But againft you, ye Greeks J ye coward train, 
^ Gods I how my foul is mov*d with juft difdain ? 
Dumb ye all Hand, and not one tongue afibrdls ' 
His injured Prince the little aid of words. 

While yet he Ipoke, Leocritus rejoin'd : 275 
O pride of words, and arrogance of mind ! 
Would'ft thou to rife in arms the Greeks advife ? 
Join all your pow'rs 1 in arms, ye Greeks, arife \ 
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Yet would youi* powers in vain our ftrength op- 
poie ; 

The valiant few o'ermatch an hoft of foes. 280 
Should great Uh^lfes ftern appear in arms. 
While the bowl drdles, and the banquet warms ; 
Tho' to his hreatft his fpoufe with tranfport flie8> 
Tom from ha breaft, that hour, Uhiffes ^ks. 

f. 282. If^Jile the howl circles^ and the banquet warms,'] The 
original is not without obfcurity : it fays, «fp» a<»*t4 : or, in 
the time of the banquft, Euftathim interprets It, t3 o?>« rgaJvyMlO* 
temiy The Wine as it wert fighting on their Jide 3 and this agreei 
with what follows. 

The defign of this fpeech is to deter the people of libeua 
fiom rifing in die caufe diVlxffesS MenUr fyc^yMy \ Lm* 
eritus infolently Mentor kts before them the woith clfUlyJes 
Leocritus the power of the Suitors : Mentor fpealcs like a brave 
man ; Leocritus (obferves Eujiathius) like a coward, who want- 
ing true courage, ilies to the aifiilance of wine to raife a falfe 
one. 

Perhaps it may be objected, that there is not a fufEcient di- 
ilindion ia the characters of ieveral Suitors ; they afe all dc- 
fcribed as infolent voluptuaries. But though they agree in 
this general charader, yet theitf is fomething diftinguiihii^ 
In the particular pevfom : thus AnAnmu derides, Eurymaebut 
covers villainy with mildnefs ; Anthms is ever the fbremoft in 
outrage, £z^r;7;z^^&j generally his fecond': agretterdiftinfiSon 
is neither ncceffary, nor poffible to be reprefented. What the 
Poet is to defcribe, is the infolencc of the Suitors, and the* 
diforders they create in his family and kingdom; he is obliged 
to dwell upon thcfe circumftances, bccaufe they are eflential 
to his defign : and confequently that g^i^^al^ refenblac^ of theix 

chara^s is not a fault in the PoeU 
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But hence retreating to your domes repair > 28 5 
To arm tlie veffel, Mentor ! be thy care,. 
An4 HalitberfisI thine : be each hb frind^ 
Te lov'd the father : go, the fen attend. 
But yet,, I truft» the bosfter means to ftay 
Safe in theeourt, nor tempt the wat'ry way.a^o 
Then, wilh a*nifhii^ found, th' AfibnUy 
bend^ 

Divert tineir fleps : the rival rout afcend 
The royal dome while fad the Prince explorea 
The neighb ring main, and fi)rrowing tieads the 
fhores. 

There, asthewfl(enia*er his hands he filed, Z95 
The rc^^ iii{q||4kuit tt> Mhteroa prayU. 

jjv 291. Thtn^ with a rujhing foundy &c.] The Aflembly 
-which was ccuwened by TeUmoibus, is broke up in a riotous 
manner by Leocntui, who had no right to diffolve it. This 
agrees witW the kwiefi ihte of the aonatry in the abfence of 
its King, and fliewt (fa^ Sttftaibim) that tiic Suitors had 
tt(lii{Kd the chief AtttMoritf; 

There is a fine contraft between the behaviour of TeUmadta 
and that of the Suitors. They return to repeat their diforders 
and debauches ; TeUmachm retires to fupplicate the Goddefs 
of Wifdom, to affift him In his enterprifes. Thus the Poet 
raifes the character of TeUmachm \ he has fhewed him to be a 
youth of a brav e f^nrit, a good Sjpeaker, and here repreient^ 
him a$ a perfon of piety* 
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O Goddefsj who defcending from die Ikkd 
Vouchfaf d thy prefence to my wond'ring eyes, 
By whole ccmimands the raging deeps I trace. 
And feek my iire thro' ftorms and rolling feas 1 3 00 
Hear from thy heav'ns above, oh warrioiu:*maid ! 
Delcend once more, propitious to my aid. 
Without tliy prefence, vain is thy command > 
Greece, and tlie rival train, thy voice vvithltand* 

Indulgent to his pray V, tlie Goddefs took 305 
Sage Mentors form, and thus like Mentor Ipoke. 

O. Prince, in early youth divinely wife, 
Bpm, the Vfyjes of thy age to rife ! 
If to the fbn the father's worth defcends. 
O'er the wide waves fucc^'thy ways attends : 310* 
To tread the walks of death he flood prepared. 
And what he gready thought, he nobly dar'd. 
Were not wife fons defcendent of the wife. 
And did not Heroes from brave Heroes rife 5314 

f. 307. Tbe fpcech ^Minerva.] This fpeech of Minerva is 
fuited to encourage a young man to imitate the virtue of his father, 
and not to fuftcr himfclf to be overcome by any appearance of . 
difficulties. She fets his father before his ^es, and tells hini» . 
there was never any danger which he durft not encounter 5 if he 
ihould fufter himfelf to be dlfcouraged, he would prove himfdf 
an unworthy fon of a brave Father* Dacitr. EuJIatbius. 
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Vain were my hopes : few fons attain tlie praife 
Of their great fires, and moft their fires dilgrace. 
But fmce thy veins paternal virtue fires. 
And all Penelope thy foul infplres : 
Ga, and facceed ! the rivala aims deipife ; 
For never, never, wicked liian was wift. 320 
Blind they rejoice, tho' now, ev-n now they fall 5 
Death haftes amain : one hour overwhelms them 

aU! ■ 
And lo, with fpeed we plough the wat'ry way ; 
My pow r fliall guard thee, and my hand convey : 
The winged vefTel ftudious I prepare, 325 
Thro' feas and realms companion of thy care. 
Thou to the court afcend ^ and to tlie fhores 
(When night advances) bear die naval ftores j 
Bread, that decaying man with ftrength fupplies. 
And gen*rous wine, which thoughtful Ibrrow 

flies* 

Meanwhile the Mariners by my command 331 
Shall ipeed aboard, a valiant chofen band. 
Wide o'er the bay, by veflal vefTcl rides ; 
The beft I chufe to waft thee o'er tlic tides. 
VOL. I. • i 
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She fpoke : to his lugh dome the Prince re- 
turns, 335 
And as he moves^ with royal anguifb mourns. 
Twas riot all, . among the lawlels train > 
Boar bled by boar, and goat by goat lay flain. 
Arrived, his hand the gay Antinous preft. 
And thus deriding, with a finite addreft. 340 
Grierc not^ oh daring Prince I that noUe 
heart; 

111 fuits gay youth the ftem heroick part. 

341. Antinous'i fpeechS\ This fpeech muft be under- 
ftood ironically : ^y<'i rt iVo; n is ufed as before, and has rela- 
tion to the preceding harangues of TeUmachus to the people, 
aind his intended voyage ; by way of derillon AitHnous bids 
him not trouble his brave Spirit in contriving any more Ora- 
^ons, or in any bold attoonpt to find out V^es ; or to a& the 
Orator^ or Hero's part. 

The Criticks have almoft generally condemned thefe pieces 
of gaiety and railkry, as unworthy of heroick Potetrys if 
ever they are proper, they muft be fo in the mouths of 
thcfc Suiicrs ; pcrlbns of no fcrious or noble chara<5ters : 
tiiirih, wine and fcaftrng is their conftant employment ; and 
coiillqucntly if they fall into abluidities, they nc^t fuitably to 
fheir characters. Milton^ the beft and greateft imitator of 
Hemery has followed him unworthily in this refpedl ; I mean, 
.has debafed even this low raillery into greater lownefs, by 
playing upon words and fyllables. But in this place the rail- 
kry is not without its efFe&, by ihewing the utmoft contempt 
of Te/emacbuii and furely it is the lowcft degree of calamity - 
to be at once oppreiied and deljpifed* 
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Indulge the genial hour, uabend thy foul, 
Leave thought to Age, and drain the ilowmg 
bowl. 

Studious to eafe tlij grief, our care provides 345 
Hic bark, to w^aft thee o'er the fwelling tides. 

Is this (returns the Prince) for mirth a time ? 
When lawkfii gluttons riot, mirth's a crime ; 
The lufcious vme^ diflionour'd, lofe their tafte ; 
The {oog is ndlfe, and impious is the feaft. 350 
Suffice it to have ipent with fwift decay 
The wealth of l^gs, and made my youth a prey* 
But now the wife inftru£lions of the iage. 
And manly thoughts infpir'd by manly age. 
Teach me to feek redrefs for all my woe, • 355 
Here, or in Pyle — in Pyle, or here, your foe. 
Deny your veliels, ye deny in vain ; 
A private voyager I pais the main. 
Free breathe the winds, and free the billows flow. 
And where on earth I hve, I hve your foe. 360 

He ipoke and frown'd, nor lopger deign'd to 
flay, 

. ' Sternly his hand withdrew, and flrode away. 

12 
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Meantime^ oer all the dome, they quaff, theyl 
feaft, 

Derifive taunts were Ipread from gueft to gueft, | 
And each in jovial mood his mate addreft. 365J 
Tremble ye not^ oh friends! and Coward 

fly. 

Doom d by tlie Aem Teiemachus to die ? ' 
To Pyle or S/>arta to demand fuppUes, 
Big with revenge, the mighty warriour flies : 
Or comes from Ephyre with poifons fraught, 370 
And kills us all in one tremendous draught ?. 

Or who can fay (his gameibme mate replies) 
But while the dangers of the deeps he. tries, 

Uke his lire, may fink depriv'd of breath. 
And puniih us imkindly by his death? 375 
What mighty labours would he then create. 
To feize his trealUres, and divide his ftate, 

if, 368* To Pyle or Sparta to (lemand fupp!:es.'\ It i$ ob- 
fervable, fuys Eujlathius^ that the Poet had in his choice 
feveral expedients to bring about the deftruction of the SuitorSi 
but he reje^ them, and chufes the mod difficuh method, out 
of reverence to truth, being unwilling to falfify the Hiftories 
of Bparta and Fyks. This has a double efFe£l \ it furniihes 
the Poet with a feries of noble incidents \ and alfb ^ives an 
air of probability to the ftory of VlyJJei and TtUmachui. 
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The royal Palace to the Queen convey. 
Or him Aie blelles in the bridal day 1 

Meantime the lofty rooms the Prince ^ux veys. 
Where lay tlie treafures of th' Itbacian race : 3 8 1 * 

f, 378. The royal Palace to the ^ifcn convey.^ The Suitors 
allot the Palace to Penelope : it being, fays RuJiathiuSy the 
only thing th:ir they cannot eonfume ; and adds, that the ex- 
preiiion oi the Suitors, concerning the labour they ihould un- 
dergo in dividing the fubilancc of Ulyjfcs^ fhews the wealth and 

■ abundance of that Hero. Dacier has found out an allufion 
between/ ^tor in the iirft fpeech, and in the fecond \ they 

' differing only in one letter: flie calls this a beauty, whic^ 
ihe laments fhe cannot preferve in her tranflation. She is the 
only Commentator that ever was quick- fighted enough to 
make the difcovery. The words have no relation j they ftand 
at a fufficicnt diifancc ; and I believe Homer would have 
thought Tuch trifling unworthy of his Poetry. So that ajl 
the hor.o'Ji vviiich accrues from that obfervation muft be aC- 
cribcu (in :hij cafe, as in many Gthersj to the Commentator, 
and nv.i the Author. 

381. iyhe>r lay the treafurfs of tf?' Tihacian race.l Such 
pa(ia<res as tliefc have ever furnifhed Criticks with matter of 
railicry ; they think fuch houfhold cares unworthy of a Kiiig, 
and tliat this conduf): fuits better with vulgar perfons of le(s 
fbitune. I confcfs, fuch defcriptions now would be ridicu«' 
lous in a Poet, becaufe unfuitabje to our manners. But if 
we look upon fuch pafla res as pictures and exaft reprefenta- 
tions of the oid world, the Reader vviii find a feniible pleafurc 
in thcia. 

It is a true obfcrvntion, that the Iliad is chiefly fuitable to 
the condition of Kings and Heroes; and confequently filled 
with circumitances in which the greatefl part of mankind can 
have no concern or intered : the OdyJJey is of more general 
ufe ; the ilory of it is a feries of calamities, which concern 
^yer^ man, as ^ery man may feel them. We c^n bring th^ 

« 

> 
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Here ruddy brals and gold refulgent blaz'd > 
There polilh'd chefts embroidered veftures grac'd 
Here jais of oil bi*eatlid forth a rich perfume i. 
There caiks of wine in rows adorn'd the dome. 385 
(Pure flav'i*ous wine, by Gods in bounty giv'n. 
And vvorLhy to exalt the feafts of heav'n.) 
TJntouclid they ftood, 'till his long laboun o*er 
The great Ulxfes reach'd his native ihore. 
A double ftrength of bars fecur'd the gates : 390 
Faft by the door the vrik Euryclea waits ; 
Euryclea^ who, great Ops ! thy lineage ftiar'd. 
And watched all night, all day i a faithful guard. 
To whom the Pi ince, O tliou, whofe guardian 
care. 394 
Nurs'd the moft: wretched King that breathes the aii ; 

■fufFerings of Ulyjfes in fome degree home to ourfelves, and 
make his condition our own ; but what private perfon can 
ever be in the circumftances of Agamemnon or Achilles? What 
1 would infer from this is, that the Reader ought not to take 

offence at any fuch dcfcriptions, which are only mean as they 
differ from the falhions of the latter ag^. In the ///W, AchiUes^ 
when, he a(Sls in the common ofl&ces of life, and not as en 
Hero, 4s liable to the fame objei^on. But if the manners of 
the ancient ages be confidered, wc ihall be reconciled to the 
4idions 'of the ancient Heroes ; and confequendy to Hmtr* 

jfn 394* — — — O ihouy tvhofe guardian care 
Nurs*d the moft wretcbed King -r-<— J 
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Untouch'd and iacred may thefe veiTels (land, 
'Till great Vlyjfes views his native land. 
But by thy care twelve uilis of wine be fill'd. 
Next theie in worth, and firm thofe urns be ieald ; 
And twice ten meafures of the choiceft flour 400 
Prepar'd, ere yet defcends tlie ev'ning hour* 
For when the fav ring fliades of night arile. 
And peaceful flumbers clofe my mother's eyes. 
Me from our coall flaall fpreadiiig fails convey. 
To feek JJlyJjh thro' the wat'ry way. 405 
While yet he fpoke, flie fiU'd the walls with cries, 
And tears ran trickling from her aged eyes* 
Oh whither, whither flies my Ibn ? fhe cry'd. 
To realms, that- rocks and roaring leas divide? 
In foreign lands tliy father s days decayed, 410 
And foreign lands contain the mighty dead. 

Eurycka was not properly the Nurfe of Telemachm^ but of 
JJlyjfei'y To that fhc is called lb not in a ftriiSt fenfe, but as one 
concerned in his education from his infancy, and as a general 
appellation of honour. TeUma^hus here rcferves the beft wines 
for Vlyfftsi a leffop (obf^rves Eujfathius) that even in the 
fmalleft matters we ought to pay a deference to our pUrents* 
Thefe occafional and feemingly-trivial circumftances are, no( 

' ' without their ufe, if not at poetica) ornaments, yet moral 

. inftru6lions« - 

I 4 

I 
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The wat'ry way ill*fated if thou try, 

AH, all muft periih, and by fraud you die ! < 

Then ftay, my child ! ftorms beat, and rolls tlie 

main; 414 
Oh beat tliofe ilorms, aiid roll the feas in vain I 
Far hence (repiy 'dtlic Prince) thy fears be driv'n: 
Heavn calls me forth;, thcfe counfels are of 

hcavn. 

But by the pow'rs that hate the perjur'd, fwear. 

To keep my voyage from tJie royal ear. 

Nor uncompeird the dangerous truth betray, 420 

'Till twice fix times defcends the lamp of day : 

Jj&Bl the fad tale a mother's life impair, 

And grief deilroy what time a-whik would fpare. 

^. 421. *77// itvue fix times dtfcendi the lamp of day.] It may 
be demanded how it was probable, (if polTible) that the depar* 
ture of Telmachus could be concealed twelve days from the 
knowledge of fo fond a mother as Penebpe? It muft be al- 
lowed, that this would not be poffible, except in a time of 
fuch- great diforder as the Suitors created : Penglept confined 
herfclf almoft continually witliin her own apartment, and very 
fcldom appeared publickiy i fo that there is no iiiiprobabiliiy 
in this relation, Dacier. 

Eujlathius makes a criticifm upon the words awourj*** and 
ian^M^ the former is ufed negatively, the latter affirmatively ; 
namely, the former in fwearing n$t jo ferform a thing, t|»e 
httet to feifirm it» 



Digitized by 



Book II. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 95 

t 

Thus he. The matron with uphfted eyes 
Attefts th' all-feeiiig Sov reign of the Ikies. 425 
Then ftudiou^ flie prepares the choiceft flour. 
The firength of wheat, and wines an ample fhm. ' 
While to the rival train the Prince returns. 
The martial Goddefs with impatience bums ; 

« 

Like thee, T^kmacbus^ in voice and iize, 430 
With fpeed divine from ftreet to ilreet ihe flies,' 
Slxe bids the Mariners prepared, to Iland, 
When Night defcends, embody 'd on the ihand. 
Then to Noemon fwift flae runs, flie flies. 
And aflcs a bark: the chief a bark fuppUes. 43.5 

f, 432. $be bids the Mariners^ &c.(| It is probable that 
this pafTagc of Minerva preparing the Mariners, ^c, is thus 
to be underllood : the men of Ithaca retaining in memory the 
fpeech of Telemachus^ and believirig that what he then faid, 
and now requefts, was agreeable to juftice; and having as it 
were his image graven upon their hearts, voluntarily rcfolve 
to lend him afTiflance : ib that A'Jmetva is to be taken allc- 
gorically, to imply that it was every pcrfon's own Reaibn that 
induced him to aiEft Telemachus. Eujiathius. 

f. 435. Noemon the bark fuppiies,'] It may be afked 

why this particularity is necefTary, and may it not be thought 
that fuch a little drcumftance is infignihcant I The anfwer is, ' 
that a great deal depends upon this particularity ; no lefs than 
the diibovery of the voyage of Telemachus to the Suitors^ and 
confequently, whatever the Suitors a£( in order to intercept 
him, takes its rife from this little incident ; the fountain is 
indeed Imall, but a large ftreain of Poetry fiows fiom it, 

a 

« • 
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And now, declining with his iloping wheels, 
Down funk the Sun behind the weAern hills. 
The Goddds fliov'd the veilel from the fhores. 
And flowed within its womb the naval ftores. 
Full in the op nings of tlie Ipacious main 440 
It rides i and now deicends the (ailor-train. 

Next, to the court, impatient of delay. 
With rapid ftep the Goddds urg'd her way : 
There ev'ry eye with flumb'rous cfadns Ibe bound. 
And daih'd the flowing goblet tq the ground. 445 
Drowfy they rofe, with heavy fumes opprefl:, 
Reel'd from tlie palace, and retired to reft. 

:fr. 444. There evry eye ivith Jlutnb^rous chains Jhe bound.^ 
The words in the original are vj^ur and wr»^, which arc not 
' to be taken for being rijleep^ but droivfy j this is evident from 
the ufage of xMhvi, in the condufion of the firft book of the 
lliad^ where the fignification has been miftaken by moft tran^- 
latoi's : they make Jupiter there to be afleep ; though two lines 
afterwards, in the iecond book. Homer exprefly fays, 

» 

Th' immortals fluinber'd on their thrones above: , 
All, but the ever-waking eyes of Jove. 

' It may be aiked how Minerva can be faid to occafion this 

drowfm^ft in the Suitors, and make them retire fooner than 

ufual ? Eujiathius replies, that the perfon who furniftied the 
wine fupplied it in greater quantities than ordinary, through 
which wine they contracted a drowfinefs : in this fenfe Mi^ 
m-ri;a^ or wifdom, may be faid to ailiil the defigns of TV* 
Utnathusl 
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Thea dius, in Mentors rev'rend form array 'd^ 
3poke to "tekmacbm the Martial Maid. 
Lo 1 on the feas, prepar'd the veiTel {lands, 450 
Tb' impatient marines thy ipeed demands. 
Swift as fhe ipoke, with rapid pace (he leads i 
The footfteps of the Deity he treads. 
' ^wift to the (h(Mne they move; along the ftrand 
The ready veflfd rides, the failors ready ftand. 455 

He bids them bring their ftores; th' attending 
\ trdn 

Load the tall bark, and lanch into the xsma^ 
The Prince and Goddeis to the ftern afcend % 
To the ftrong ftroke at once the rowers bend. 
Full from the Weft fhe bids frefli breezes blow ^ 
The fable billows foam and joar below. 46 1 
The chief his orders gives ; th' obedient band 
With due oblervance wait the chief's com^ 
mand; 

460. — — — She bids frejh breezes bloiv.'] This alfo 
is an allegory, and implies that the failors had the experience 
and art to guide the fhip before the winds j but Poetry, that 
delights to raife every circumftance, exalts it into the mar- 
.vellous, and aibibes it to the Goddeis of Wlfdom. Eu" 
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With fpeed the maft they rear> with fpeed unbind 
The Ipacious Iheet, and ftietch it to the wind. 465 
High o er the roaring waves the fpreadhig fails 
Bow the tall maft, and fwcll before die gales 
The crooked keel the parting furge divides. 
And to the Hern retreating roll the tides. 
And now they ihip their oars, and crown with 
wine 470 
The holy Goblet to the Pow'rs divine : 

f, 464.. l^tth fpeid the maft they rear.^ It is obfervable, that 
Hcmer never palTes by opportunity of defcribing the fc»» 
or 2C fhip under faJl ; and in many other places, as well as in « 

this, he dwells largely upon it: I take the rcalbn to be, not 
pnly bccaufe it furniilicd him with variety of poetical imaj'js, 
but becaufc' he himfcif havin?; made frequent voya<;eii, had a 
full Idea of" it, and coufcquently was deli.:;iitcd with it: this 
\% evident troai Itis coiiduiSt in the /vW, v/hcre variety of al- 
lufions and Imiilitudes arc drawn from the Sea, and are i)q( 
the fniali^ft ornaments of his Ppetry. 

470. — — /^nd crown with wine 

The holy Gobi ft (o the Poiurs diuine.l 

This duflom of libations was frequent upon all (blemn occa- 
fions, before meat, before fleep, voyages, journies, and in all 
religious rites, facrifices, They were always made with 
wine, pure and unmixed, whence axploy is a word frequent in 
ancient Authors. Sometimes thev ufed mixed wines in facri- 
ficcsj but Eujiathius fays, that this mixture was of wine with 
wine, and not of wine with water; hence cpnie the dlrtinc- 
ti<')n of ticTTTovoor and oio^ov^-.v , the unlawful and lavv'ful libation; 
wine unnuxed was iawiul, the mixed u^ikwfui. Homfr 14^ 
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Imploring all the Gods that reign above, 
But chief, the blue-ey'd Progeny of "Jove. 

Thus all the night they Item the liquid way, 
And end tlieir voyage with the morning ray. 475 

this place ufes «ari^lfle« xpjInpflKj or Goblds crowned with wine % 
that is, filled till the wine flood above the brim of the Gob- 
let ; they efteemed it an irreverence to the Gods not to fill the 
<ntp8 full, for then only they efteemed the libation v^U and 

This Book takes up the fpace of dne day and one night : 

it opens with the morning ; inc fpccchcs in the Council, with 
the preparations for the voyage of Teleniachus^ are the fubjedt 
of the day ; and the voyage is finifhed by the next morning.- 
By this lad: circuroftance we may learn that Ithaca was diftant 
from Pyloi but one night's voyage, nay fomething lefs, there 
being fome time fpent after the fetting of the Sun, in carrying 
the provifions from the Palace to the veflel. 

The book conHfts chiefly in theTpeechcs of Telemadnts and 
his friends againft thofe of the SuitoTs. It fhews the great 
judgment of the Poet in chufing this method : hence we fee 
the caufcs preceding the efrecls, and know from what fpring 
every adlion flowed : we are never at a lofs for a reafon for 
every incident; the fpeeches arc as it were the ground-worlc 
upon which he builds all that relates to the adventures of 
T'elf^/iachus. 

In the Jiiad, after the diiTolution of the Council in the firft 
book, and the difFenilon between Jgamemmn and JelnlleSy <we 
Immediately fee upon what hinge the fable turns. So in- the 
Odyjjcy, after the Poet has laid before us the warm debates 

between the Suitors and Tclemachus^ we immediately cxpe£t 
them to act as enemies : the war is declared, and we become 
judges as well as fpctSlators of the fcenes of acli( n. Tiius 
Homer adds the p(;rrpicuity of Hiftory to the ornaments of 
Poetry. 
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The ARGUMENT. 



Tiie Interview of ^elemacbus and Nejior. 

fTpE LEMACHUS, gutded by Pallas in the Jbape of 
Mentor, arrives in the morning at Pylos, where 
Neftor and his fons are facrifidng en the fea-Jhore to Nep- 
tane. Telemachus declares fbi occafum of its cemhgj and 
Neftor relates what paft in their return from Troy, how 
their fleets were feparated^ and he never fince heard of 
Ulyfles. ^h^ difcourfe concerning the death of Agamem- 
non, tberevet^e of Oreftes, and the itguries of the Suitors, 
Neftor advifes him to go to Sparta, tmd inquire further if 
Menelaus. Hoe facrifice ending ivitb ibc 7ught^ Minerva 
vam/hes from them in the form of an Eagle : Telemachus 
is lodged in the Palace, The next morning they facrifce a 
Bullock to Minerva, and Telemachus proceeds on his 
journey tQ Sparta, attended by Pififtratus. 

The Scene lies on the Sea-Jhore of Pylos. 
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OF THE 

ODYSSEY. 

Tu £ iacred Sun, above the waters rais'd^ 
Thro* Heav'n's eternal, brazen portals 
blaz*d| 

And wide o'er edrth diffused hi^chearing ray. 
To Gods and men to give the golden day. 

* 

* The fcene is now removed from Ithaca to PyloS'^ and 
with it a new vein of Poetry is opened : inftead of the riots 
of the Suitors, we are entertained with the wifdom and piety 
of Nfftor. This and the following book are a kind of Sup- 
plement to the I&adi the nature of Epick Poetry requires that 
iomething ihould be left. to the Imagination of the Reader^ 
nor is the pidure to be imirely drawn at full length. Hmtr 
VOL. I. K 
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Now on the coail of Pyle the, veflel falls^ 5 
Before old Neleus venerable walls. 
There, fuppliant to the Monarch of the flood. 
At nine green Theatres the P^lians flood, . 

therefore, to fatisfy our curiofity, gives an account of the 
fortunes of thofe great men, who made fb nohle a figure at 
the fiege of Troy. This conduS alfo ihews his art : variety 

gives life and delight ; and it is much more neceflary in Epick 
than in Cornicle or Tragiclc Poetry, fometimes to fhift the 
Scenes, to diverfify and embellifh the ftory. But as on the 
llage the Poet ought not to ftep at once from one part of the 
world to a too remote country, (for this deftroys credibility, 
and the auditor cannot fancy himfelf this minute here, and 
the next a thoufand miles diftant) fo in Epick Poetry, every 
removal- mufl be within the degrees of probability. We have 
here a very eafy 'tranfition ; the Poet carries his Hero no fur- 
ther than he really might fail in the compafs of time he allots 
for his voyage. If he had flill dwelt upon the difbrders of the 
Suitors without interruption, he muft grow tircfome ; but he 
artfully breaks the thread of their ftoiy with beautiful inci- 
dents and cpifodcs, and rcfcrvcs the further recital of their 
diforders for the end of his Poem : by this method wc fit down 
with frcfh appetite to the entertainment, and rife at laft not 
cloyed, but fatisfied. 

ir, 2. Thro" Heav'n^s eternal^ Uraztu portals « • ] The o- 
riginal calls Heaven oe^^«Xxov, or hrazen ; the reafbn of it 
arifes either- from the Palaces of the Gods being built of brafe 
%y Ftdcani or rather the word implies no mare thjm the 
Stability of l^ven, which in other places is called C^(mof, of 
fhmed of iron, Euftatlsktu 

5^. 8. At nine green Theatres. It may be afked why the^ 
Poet is fo very particular as to mention that the Pylians were 
divided into nine aiTcmbJies; and may it not fcem a circum- 

'iltance of no importance I Eufiutkim anfwers from,the Ancients^ 
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Each held five hundred^ (a deputed train) 
At each^ nine oxen on the fand lay flain. 10 . 
They tafle the entrails, and the altars load 
With finoking* thighs, an ofF'ring to the God. ' ' 
' Full for the port the Hbacenfiam ftand. 
And furl their iaik, and iflije on the land. 

that there were nine cities fuljeffc to the power of Nejhr : 
five in Pyhi^ the reft in Boeotia ; the Poet therefore allots one 
Bank or Theatre to every city, which confifted of five hun- 
dred men, the whole number amounting to four thouland 
five hundred: thefe cities furniftied the like complement of • 
men to Neftor for the v^ar at Troy: he failed in ninety veflels, 
and allowing fifty men to each vefTel, they amount to that 
numher. Hence it appears that this was a national facrifice, 
eirery dty furniihed nine bulls, and by confequence the whole 
nation were pmtkm frf* it. 

f, 8. Thi famfia of the Pylians.] This was a very folenui 
Ikcrilice of die PyUam: how comes it then to nafs, that Ho* 
nter pafles it over in one line ? Eujfathius anfwers, that the 
occadon difallows a longer defcription, and Homer knows 
when to fpeak, and vi hcn to be filent. He chufcs to carry 
on the adventures '^^f TeL-mi'ichus, rather than amufe himfclf in 
defcription^ that contribuie nothing to the flory i he finds a 
time of more leifure in the latter part of thi^ book, and there 
he defcribes it ?t length. 

y. II. They iafie the entrails.} Tliat is, every peiibn eat a 
0na]l portion of the facrilice,* and by this method every perfon 
became partaker of it. 

There is nothing in Homer that (hews where this facrifice • 
was oflvred, whether in a Temple, or in th^ open air. But 
. Eujlaihius tells us from Strabo, that it was in the Temple uf 
Samian Neptune^ I* ^.o^nm no<?'»*3«i'^. 

K a 
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^ demachus ali'eady preft the fhore j 15 
Not fiift, .the Pow'r of Wifdom maich'd be- 
fore, 

Arid ere the faciificing throng he join'd, 
Admonifh'd thus his well attending mind. 

Proceed, my ion! this youdiful ihame expel; 
An honeft bufineis never blufii to tell. 20 
To learn what Fates thy wretched fire detain. 
We pafl the wide, immeafurable main. 
Meet then the Senior fax* renown'd for fenfe, 
Witli rev lend awe, but decent confidence : 
Urge him with truth to frame his fair replies ^ 25 
And fure he will : for Wifdon^ never lies. 

Oh tell me, Mentor ! tell mc) fiaithful guide, 
(The youth with prudent modefty reply'd) 

y. 25. Vr^e him ivhh truth to frame his fair replits j 
And fure hi wiil:- for JVifdom never UesJ] 

This (entiment is truly noble, and as nobly exprefled: the 

fimplicit) ui" the di^lion corrci^jonds with that of the thought. 
Homer in many places tcftifics the utmoft: abhorrence of a 
Lie. This vcrfe is twice repeated in the prefent book, as 
in feme others ; and nothing can be ftronger in the fame view 
than that of JcbiUes in the ninth lUad: 

Who dares think one thing, arid another tell. 

My heart deteils hin^i a^ the gatei> of hell. 

• 
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' How fliall I meet, pr how accoft the Sage, 

UjilkUl'd in/peech, nor yiet mature of age ? 50 ; 
Awful th' approaci^^ and h^rd the taik .appeal^ 
To quefUo^i wifeljr men of riper ye^.. 

To whom, tlie Martial Gpddels ,thws rej©in*d. 
Seaixh^ for fome thoughts, thy own fuggeftmg 
njiiid; 

And others, didtated by heav*ftly powV, 3 5 
Shall rife ^ntaneous in the needful hour. 
For nought unprofp'rous fliall thy ways attend, 
Bprn with |;ood omens^ and with heav'n thy friend. 

f. 38. Born ivith f ^pd omens ^ -and with heav'n thy friend.^ 
There is fome obfcunty in the Gre^k exprelTion, and the an- 
cient Criticks have made it more obfcure by their /alfe intenr 
pretations; they imagine that the Poet only meant to fay, 
that Telimacbus was (he legitimate Ton of Pemhpe and Uh^ffes. 
Euftathius, 

Dadtr very juftly condemns this explication, as unworthy ' 
of Homer ; and gives us a more plain and natural interpreta- 
tion, You were not born in defpight of the Qods } - 
** that 'is, you are well made,^ and of a good prefence^ you ' 
" have good inclinations, and in a word, your hirth is happy.'' . ' 
She explains rfo^/^iv aher the fame manner. Ypu were not 
" educated in defpight of the Gods that is, ** the Gods 

have blclled vour education/' ThiiJ explication feems to be 
juft, and anfwers perfetStly the dcfign of Mluerva ; which was 
to give a decent aiTurance to TeUmachus : you are a perfon, 
the GodJcfs, of a good prefence, and happy education, why 
ihen ihould you be ashamed to appeaJr before t^ijinf 
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She fpoke, andied the way with fwifteft fpeed : 
As fwift, the youth purfu'd the way (he led s 40 
And join'd the band before the ikcHBd fire. 
Where ikt, encompaft with his fi>ns, the Sire. 
The youth of Pyhs^ fome on pointed wood 
' Trans^'d the fragments> fome prepar'd the food. 
In friendly tlirongs they gather to embrace 45 
Their unknown guefts, and at the banquet place^ 
Tifipratm was firft, to grafp their hands, ' 
And fpread foft hides upon the yellow fands ^ 

48* And fpread foft hides upon the yellow fands. '\ It is 
with great pleafure that I read fuch paiTages in an Author of 
fb great antiquity, as are pictures of the finipHcity of thofe 
heroick ages : it is the remark of Eufiathiui^ that Pififtratut 
fon of a King does not feat thefe Grangers upon purple 
Tapeftry, or any other coftly furniture, hut upon the fkins of 
beafts, that had nothing to recommend them but their foft- 
nefs ; being fpread upon the fand of the fea-fhorcs. 

Xhis whole palfage pleafcs mc cxtrc;mely \ there is a fpirit 
of true Devotion, Morality and good Scnfe in it ; and ihe 
decency of behaviour between Neftor and TeUmachus is dc- 
fcribed very happily ; Neftor ihews great benevolence to 7<r- 
Umacbus ; Telemachus great reverence to Ne/lor : the modefty 
of the one, and the humanity of the other, are worthy of our 
ohfervation. We fee the iame pi6fcure^f Nsflor in the Odx/fy^ 
that was drawn of him in the /^W, with this only dilFerence, 
. that there he was a Counfellor of War, here he is painted ii\ 
fofter colours, ruling his people in peace, and difBifing a fpirit 
of piety through his v. hole territories. He ha<i no ■/ lurvivcd 
the war of Troy almoR' ten years ; and the GoJs rcvvi.! d ihe 0I4 
age of this wife Sfiid religious fsniQH with j)eage ^nd happi^efs, • 
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Along the fliore ill' illullrious pair he led, 
Where Neft^r &t with youthful Thra^med. 50 
To each a portidn of the fe^il he bore» 
And held a golden goblet foaming o'er ^ ' 
, Then approaching to the elder guefl^ 
The latent Goddels in thele words addreft. 
Whoe'er thou art, whom fortune brings to keep 
Thefe rites of Neptune^ Monarch of the deep, 56 
Thee firfl: it fits, oh flranger ! to prepare 
The due libation and the folemn pray'r : 
Then give thy friend to (hed the lacred wine : 
Tho' much thy younger, and his year& like mine. 
He too^ I deem, implores the pow'rs divine : 61 
For all mankind alike require their gracej 
All bom to want a.miferabie race ! 

He Ipake, and to her hand preferred the 

« 

bowl : 

A fecret pleafure touch'd Atbenas foul, 1^5 
To fee the preference due to facred age 
Regarded ever by the juft and iage« 
Of Ocean's King fhe then implores the grace. 
Oh thou i whole arms this ample globe embrac^^ 

K 4 
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Fulfil our wilh, and let thy glory flune 70 
On Neftor firft, and Neftors royal line j 
Next grant die Pyliam ftates didir juft deiires, 
Pleasr'd with their Hecatomb's afcmding fires ^ 
Laft deign 7'ekmacius and me to bie&. 
And crown our voyage with defir'd fuccds. 75 

Thus ihe *, and having paid the ritp divine;^ 
G^ive to UJjifes fpn the rofy wi^e. 
Suppliant he prayed. And now the vi£Ums dreft 
They draw, divide, and celebrate the feaft. 
fhe banquet done, the Narrative old man, 80 
Thus xmld, the pleafing confei ciicc began. 

Now, gentle guefts ! the genial banquet o'er^ 
i^t fits to afk ye, what your native ftipre, 

g^: 74- -Sj^* deign Tdemachus and me U ] Since 

Jmnerva here mentions the name of Telemachus in her prayer; 
how coniies it to pafs, t\i^t Neftor is at a lofs to know Tele- 
maehus? Minerva fat clofe hy Nejior-, he nuid therefore be 
fyppofed to hear the praver ; and yet in the following lines 
he enquires who thefe ftrangcrs are ? We can fcarce imagine; 
Nejhr ignorant that the fon of Uiyjfes was named rdannchus^ 
there being fo ftria a fxiendfbip between iVg/^^r and iJhffis^ 
Perhaps therefore Minerva prayed in fecret mentally ; or per- 
haps iVe/^^r might not take notice of what was not addrcft 
immediately to him, and coniequently make inquiry about it 
^ the greater certaintj;. 
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And whence your race ? on what adventure, fay. 
Thus far ye wander thro' the wat'ry way? 8^ 
Relate, if bufinels, or the thirft of gain. 
Engage your journey o'er the pathlefs main : 
Where favage Pirates fide thro' feas unknown 
The lives of others^ ventVous of their own. 

Urg'd by the precepts by the Goddefs giv'n, 93 
And fiU'd with confidence infus'd from heav'n. 
The Youth, whom Palloi deftin'd to be wife 
And fam'd among the fons of me;n, repUes. 

■ 

86. Rilaiiy if hufinefsy or the thirji of gain^ &c.] If we ' 
fonn our images ofperfpns and aftion? in ancient times, from 
the images of perfons and alliens in modern ai^cs, vve fliall 
fall into great miftakes : thus in the prefent paflage, if we 
anpex the fame idea of Piracy, as it was pradtifed t^ep thou- 
fand years paft, to Piracy as it is praitifed in our ages ; what 
can be a greater aflTO|it than this inquirjr of Nejiorf But, 
fays Euflathiuiy Piracy was formerly not only accounted law- 
ful, bi|t honourable. I doiibt not but TbutydtiUs had this paif- 
fage in view, whei| he f^ys, tl^at the s|^cie|it Poets introduces 
men inquiring of thofe who frequent the fea, if they be 
rates, as a thing rio way ignon^injous. Tbueydides tells us in 
the fame place, that all thofe who lived on the fea-coaft, or 
1^ the Mands, maintained themfel vcs by fitqucnt inroads up- 
on unfortified towns, and it" luch piracies were nobly per- 
formed, they were accounted glorious. Hercdoius alio writes, 
that many of the Ancients, efpcci^illy about Thrace^ thought 
it ignominious to live by labouring the ground, but to live 
by piracy and plund^ was eftecmed a life of honour. 
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Inquir'ft thou, father! from what coaft we 
came? 

(Oh grace and glory of die (Uncim name !) 95 
From where hig^ Sbaca o'erkwks die floods. 
Blown widi o'er-arcfaing ihades^ and pendent 
woods. 

Us to thefe ihorcs our filial duty draws, 
A private forrow, not a puUick cauie. 

My fire I feek, where-e'er the voice of fame 100 

* 

Has told the glories of his noble name, 

« 

The great Uljilfes ; fam'd from fhore to fliorc 

For valour much, for hardy fufFling more. 

I^ng time with thee before proud Ilion s wall 

In arms he fought ; with thee beheld her £dl. 105 

Of all the chiefs, this Hero's fate alone 

Has Jove referv'd, unheard of, and unknown s 

Whether in fields by hoftile fury flain. 

Or funk by tempells in the gulfy main ? 

Of this to learn, oppreft with tender fears, no 

I^, at tliy knee his fuppliant fon appears. 

If or tliy certain eye, or curious ear. 

Have learnt his fate, tlic whole dark ftory clear ; 
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Let neither flatt'ry fmooth, nor pity hide, 115 
Pi epar'd I ftand : he was But born to try 
The lot of man ; to fuf&r, and to die. 
Oh then, if ever thro' the ten years war 
The wife, the good U/);//is claimed thy care ; 
If e'er he join'd thy council, or thy fword, 120 
True in his deed, and conftant to his word^ 
Far as thy mind thro' backward time can fee. 
Search all tliy ftores of faithful memory : 
'Tis facred truth I afk, and alk of thee. 

To him experienc'd Nejor thus rejom'd. itf 
O friend 1 what Ibrrows doft thou bring to mind i 
Shall I the long, laborious fcene review. 
And open all the wowtds of Greece anew ? ' 

f. 125. 77je fpeech ^Ncftor.] Euflathtus obfeives the 
defty of Neflor : TeUmachus had afcribed the fall of Trey in n 
great meafure to Nejhr ; but Ne^or fpeaks not in particular 

of himfelf, but is content with his ftiare of glory in com- 
mon with other warriours ; he fpeaks in the plural nutnbcr, 
and joins all the Greeks as in the war, fo in the glory of it. 
Nejior mentions the fufferings of the Greeks by fea, as well as 
by land, during the ilege of Troy: to underftand this, it h 
necdTary to remember, that the Greeks made many expediti- 
ons againft other places during the war, both by Tea and land, * 
9s appears from many pafiages in the iUad^ particnlarly fhna 
what 4fhHlei fays in tfie nin^ book« 
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What toils by fea ! where dark in queO: of prey 
Dauntlefs we rov'd Achilles led the way : 139 
What toils by land ! where mixt in fatal fight 
Such numbers fell, fuch Heroes funk to night : 
There j^ax great, Achilles there the brave. 
There "mSt Patrocht^ fill an early grave : 
.There too my fon -t- ah once my bcft delight, 1 3 5 
Once fwift of foot, and terrible in fight. 
In whom ftem courage with foft virtue join'd^ 
A faultleis body, and a blanjielei^ mind : 

jf. 133. Thire A]zx greaty AchiWcs there the Irave.] I have 
olrftrved, that the Poet inferts into the Odj^gy feveral inci- 
dems that happened after the fall of Troy^ and hy that me- 
,tfaod agreeably diverfifies his Poetry, and fatisfies the curiofity 
of the reader. Euftathius remarks here, that he gives a title 
of honour to all the Heroes he mentions, except only to 
AchllUf, Jchilles had been the occafion of the fufFerino-s and 
death of many of the Greeks by his Anger, and obftinacy in 
r^fuiing to obey Jgamemnon ; therefore while Nejlor is la- 
menting the calamities of tlie Greeks^ he pafTcs over Achilles 
without any honourable mention^ who had fo greatly added to 
their fufFerings. But I think this remark chimerical : one may 
as well fay Achilles needed no Epithet to diftlnguifli him. 

, It is with pleafure I fee the old man dwell upon the praife 
of Anttlocbm : the father enlarges upon the fame of the (on ; 
he gives him four epithets of glory ; and while Ajax is only 
praifed as a warriour, Antilodms is great and good, excellent 
in the (landing fight, or fwift to purftre an enemy. Long'mm 
has obferved upon the beauty of this pafiage. 
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jijitilochus — what more can I relate? 

How trace the tedious feries of our fate ? * X4x> 

ft 

•Not added years on years my tafk could clore» 
The long hiftorian of my count's woes : 
Back to thy native Iflands mighfft thou 6^ 
And kave half-heard the melancholy tale. 
Nine painful years on that deteiled ihore ; 145 
What ftratagems we form'd, what toils we bore ? 
Still lab ring on, 'till fcaixe atlaft we found 
Great Jove propitious, and our conqueft crowned. 
Far o'er the reft thy mighty father Ihin'd, 
In wit, in prudence, and in force of mind. 150 
Art thou the fon of that illuftrious lire ? 
With joy I grai^ thee, and with love admire. 

f. 149. Far o*er ibt rifl thy mighty father fiin*d.J Ntfict 
^seaks of TUffftt as an Infeparable friend ; and it fhews an ex- 
cdlent difpolttion in them both, to be rivals, and yet without 
envy. But the art of Neftw is remarkable \ he firft gives the 
chara^er to Vhffes of being fuperiour in wtfHom to all the 
Greeks ; and yet at lafl he finds a way fecretly to let himfelf 
on a level with him, if not above him : - we ever, fays he, 
thought the fame thoughts, and were ever of the fame 
fentiments ; which though it may imply that they were 
of equal wifdom, yet there is room left for it to figniiy, 
that TJl^es always allented to the -wifdom of Neflor, - Eum 
Jiathius* 
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So like your voices, and your words fo wife. 
Who finds thee younger muft confult his eyes. 
Thy Sire and I were one ; nor vary*d ought 155 
, In pubhck ientence, or in private thought $ 
' Alike to Council or th' Ailembly came, 
With equal fouls, and fentinients the fame. 
But when (by wifdom won) proud liion bum*d. 
And in their Ihips the conqu'ring Gr^^ii returned; 
'Twas God's high will the victors to divide, 161 
. And turn th' event, confounding human pride : 
Some he deftroy'd, fome tcatter'd as the duft, 
(Not all were prudent, and not all were juft) 
Then Difcord, fent by PaJlas from above, 165 
Stern Daughter of the great Avenger J&ve^ 

157. The Council or the Ajjettibly.'] There is a remarka- 
ble (lifFerence between /3*^^>J and «}«^- The lormer denotes a 
ickcl number of men afTtmblcd In council^ the latter a pubiick 
iflembly where all the people were preff nt. Eujhthius* 

165. StHt by PaUa8«— ^] Neftor in modcQtj coooeals 
die mfoa of the anger of th« Goddefs ; out of reipe^ to .^lut 
the Loeriortf who was then dead : the crime of JJax was the 
violation of Cajfandra even in the temple of Mtnerua befom 
her image. But why (houltl the Goddefs be anfrry at others 
for the Clime Jjnx ? This is becaufe they omitted to pu- 
ni£h the oft'ender. If Ajax was criminal in ofilnding, others 
are criminal for not puniihing the oif^iiKe. Bujiathiuin 
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The firother-Kings infpii 'd with fell debate 

Who call'd to council ^1 tlx' Acbaian ftate. 

But call'd untimely (not the facred rite 

Obferv'd, nor heedful of the fetting light, 170 ' 

Nor Herald ^om the feflion to prodaim) 

Sour with debauch, a redmg tribe they came. 

The crime of Ajax is mentioned in Vtrgil, Mil i. * 

— — Pallafne exurere claflem 

Argivum, atque ipfos potuit fubmergere ponto, 
Unius ab noxam, & fiirias Ajacis Oilel?*' &c. 

Could angry Pallas with revengeful fpleen 

The Grecian navy burn, and drown the men ? 

She for the £uilt of one offending foe. 

The bolts of Jove himfelf prefum'd to throw. 'Dryd^ * 

J^/r^/V borrowed the defcription of the piintihment oiJjast 
from the fourth of the Od^iffiy. 

j^. 168, &c. J P"hQ calPd to council— » 
But calTd imtimifyf &c.] 

It may fecm at firft y!ew, that the Poet affirms the night to 
be an improper feafon to convene a Council. This is not 
his meaning : in the J/iad, there are fcvcnd councils by night J 
jiay, w iStt^i is ufed proverbially to exprefs the heft con- 
certed councils. What therefore Ne/lor here condemns b the 
calling not a fele<^, but a publick ailembly of the ibldiers in 
the nig^t, when they are in no danger of an enemy, and 
when they are apt to fly into infolence through wine, and the 
joy of vi^ory. The night is then undoubtedly an ill diofen 
feafon : becaufe the licence of the (bldier cannot be fo well 
rcftrained by night as by day. Eujlathius, 
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To theie tlie caufe of meeting tliey explain^ 
And Mejiclaus moves to crols the main ; 
Not fo the King of Men : he will'd to ftays 175 
The fecred rites and hecatombs to pay. 
And calm MV^^^'s wrath. Oh blind to fate ! 
Thfi Gods not lightly change their love, or hat& 
With ire-fuU taunts each other they oppole, 
Till in loud tumult all the Greeks aro&. 180 
Now diif rent counfels ev'iy br^ft dividei 
Each burns with rancour to tlie adverfe fide : 
Th' unquiet night ftrange projccls entertained 
(So Jove^ that urg*d us to our fate, ordain 'd.) 
We, withtherifingmomourfhipsunmoor'd, 185 
And brought our captives and our ftores 
boards 

But half the people with refpe6t obey*d 
The King of Men, and at liis bidding ftay'd. 

177. Ob blind to fate 11 It may be afked why Nejlsr 
condemns fo folemnly this Hero, calling him Nw-t<^, when he 
defcribcs him in fo pious an Acllon ? 7'his is not becaufe the 
Gods are implacable, for as Homer himfelf writes, l/r^iAi A 
9^^m avToii but bccaufc he vainly imagined that they would 
fo foon be appeafed, without any Jufticc done upon the of* 
fender^ vwaIdv^ are die words of Ei^0bim* 
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Now on the wings of winds our courfe we keep, 
(ForGodhadfinooth'dthewatersofthedeep) 190 
For Tenedos we fpread our eager oars. 
There land, and pay due victims tx> the pow'rs 
To blels our fafe return we join in pray'r. 
But angry Jove diipers!d our vows in air^ 
And raised new diicord. Then (fo Heav n de- 
creed) j 95 

Uljilfes firft and Nejior difagreed : 
Wife as he was, by various Counfek fway'd. 
He there, tho' late, to pleaie die Monarchy ftay'd. 
But I, determin'd, flem the foacny floods, 
Wam'd of the coming ftiry of the Gcids. 20P' 

if. I^J* fVtfe as he was, hy various Counfels fwayd. 

He ^berey tbo' kti^ U pUafe tbi Monarchy Jii^*dJ} 

' It is with great addreis that Nefter relates the return of Ulyf- 

fes to Agamemnon ; he afcribes it not dire6tly to Vlyjjh, but to 
his aflbciates in the voyage ; he mollifies it, in complaifance 
to Telemachus. But Nejior^ according to Dacier^ conceals the 
true reafon of his return ; it was not to pleafe Agan^cnvion^ 
but out of fear of the Goddefs Minervay whofe ftatue he had 
' taken by force from Troy : to appeafe that Goddefs, he lo- 
tums to join in facrifice with Agamemnon, Euftathius, 

f, 200. Wan^d of the coming fiaj of the Gods,] It may 1>e 
afleed how Neflor attained this knowledge of the evils which 
the Gods were prqKuring ? Euftathius afcribes it to his great 
Wii<iom> whi^ gave him an infight into futurity. Z)«i«r 

VOL.1. L 
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With us, lyjiJes fear*d, and urg'd his hafte : 
And Memkm came, but came the laft* 
He join'd oior veiftb ia the L^an bay» 
While yet we doubted of our wxt'iy way i 
If to the right to uige the pilot's toil, 205 
(The iafer road) beiide the Parian ifle^ 
Or the ftraight courie to rocky Chios plow. 
And anchor under Mimm fhaggy brow I 
We fought diieilion of tlie pow'r divine : 
The God propitious gave the guiding fign ^ 2 1& 
Thro* the mid ieas he bid our navy fteers^ 
And in jEk^^ Ihun the woes we fear. 
The whittling winds already wi^'d the {kf^. 
Before the whiilling winds the veilbls fly. 
With rapid fwiftneis cut the liquid way^ 2x5 

ft 

And reach Gereftus at the point of day. 
There hecatombs of bulls, to Neptune ilain^ 
High-flaming pleafe the Monarch of the maiSi^ 
The fourth day ihone, when all their labours o'er 

Tydides veflels touched the wifti'd-for flaore : 220 

with more rca<bn tdk us, that Neft^r knew iSaaX ASkeroahnk 
been cfiended, and aught confequendy apprdmi a piuut^ 
Mnt wat t» bo infided fiNT ilis oSmcc. 
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fiut I to Pjhs feud before the gales> 
The God Ilill breatliing on my fwelling fails ^ 
Sep'rate from all, I fiifbty landed here % 
Their ^Eites or fortunes never reached my ear. 
Yet what I leam'd, attend^ as here likt^ 225 
And aik'd each voyager each Hero's £ate y 
Curious to know, and willing to relate. 

Safe reach'd the Myrmidons their native land^ 
JBeneath Acbilks' warlike jfon's command. 

f. 221. Bui I to VyYoSy &c.] Euflatbius obfems &om the 
Antients, that the Poet with great judgment fuipends, and 

breaks off this relation of Nejior ; by this method he has an 
opportunity to carry Telemachus to other countries, and infert 
into his Poem the ftory of Menelaus and Helen : this method 
likewife gives an air of probability to what he writes ; the 
Poet kcms afraid to deceive, and when he ieada Telemachus to 
other parts for better intelligence^ he Teems to coofult truth 
and exa&neft. 

f, 229. Achilles' wetrlih fiaJ} The. ion of JddUes was 
faaaneANi^uUmm^ by others Pyrrbusi his ftory b this : when 
he had reached Tbejfaly with the Mynmdm of Milles^ by the 
advice of Thetis he fee fire to his veflels; and being warned 

by Helenas^ from the oracles, to fix his habitation where he 
found a houfc whofe foundations were iron, whofe walls were 
wood, and whofe roof was wool; he took his journey on . 
foot, and coming to a certain lake of Epirus^ he found fome 
peribns fixing their fpears with the point downwards into the 
earth, and covering the tops of them with their cloaks> and 
•fter this manner making their tents : he looked upon the 
orade as fulfilled, and dwelt there. Afterwards having a fon 
fty dndmmtbi the urife of i£R^sr, he named him Mok£u$^ 




4 

Digitized by Google 



122 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Book irt, 

Thofe, whom the heir of great JpoUo's art, 230 
Bnrve PbHo^etes, taught to wing the dart ; 
And thofe whom Idomen from lUan^s plsun 
Had led, fecurely croft the dreadful main. 
How Agajnemnon touch'd his Argive coaft. 
And how his life by fraud and force he loft^ 235 
And how the Murd'rer paid .his forfeit breath j 
What lands fo 'diftant from that fcene of death 
But trembling heard the Fame ? and heard, ad- 
mire 

How well the ion appeas'd.his daughter'd fire 1 
£v*n to th' unhappy, that unjuftly bleed, 240 
Heav'n gives Pofterity, t' avenge the deed. 
So fell Mgyfthus and may 'ft tliou, my friend, 
(On whom the virtues of thy fire defcend) , 

from whom the region took the name of IiloIoJJia. From this 
country are the Alokjfi canes ^ mentioned by VhgU, Eujiaihius. 

f.2j[2. So ft'II JEgy({hus ayid juayji ihou^ my friend^ 
Nejior introduces the mention of Mgifthus very artfully ; it is 
to raife an emulation in TeUtnachus to revenge UfyJ/ts, as Orefles 
had Jgajueiv.non ; it has the intended efFeft, and we find that 
^elemachm dwells upon his ftoiy with a -virtuous envy'; yet 
at the fame time with great modeftjr ; Eufidtbius gives a dif- 
ferent reading in 

— — -7* lacofutouri wx/fiw^a*. Of 

both the expreffions are ufed in Hmerj the preference M 
therefore fubmittedxo the Reader* 
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Make future times thy equal ad adore, 
4.iid be what brave Orejles was before ! 245 

The prudent youth reply 'd. O tliou the grace 
And lafting gbry of the Grecian race ! 
Juft was the vengeance, and to lateft days 
Shall long pofterity refound the prsd&. 249 
Some God this arm with equal prowefs bleis. 1 
And the proud Suitors ihall its force confeis : 
Injurious men ! who while my foul is fi>re 
Of freih Ai&onts, aie meditating mgre« 
But heav 11 denies this honour to my hand. 
Nor fliall my father repoflefs the land : 255 
The father's fortune never to return. 
And the fad fon's to fufEbr and to mourn ! 

Thus he s and A^9?d?r took the word : My ion, 
Xs it then true, as diitant rumours run, 259 
That crowds of rivals for thy mother *s charms 
Thy Palace fill with infults and alarms ? 
Say, is the fault, tliro' tame fubmilHon, thine? 
Qr leagued againfl: thee, do thy people join, 
Mov*d by fome Oracle, or voice divine ? 

)^. 264. Mov'd by fome Oracle^ or voice divine f] The worid^ 
in the original ^re, fillming ibe voice of fomeGody that is, fome 

■hi 
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9 

And yet who knows, but ripening lies in fate 265 
An hour of vengeance for th* afflifted (late ; 
When great XJljipf (hall fuppreft dieft harms, 
U/vfes iingly, or all Greece in arms. 

Oracle ; Homer does not confine the expreflion cither to a 
good or bad fenfe, but the context plainly fhews, that they 
mvift be underiiood in a bad fenfe ; namely to imply, that th^ 
people had recourfe to pretended Oracles to jufUfy their re* 
beUion. This is evident from what follows, where Nejisr 
encourages Telemaebus to expe6fc that Ulxffet may punifli them 
Ibr their crimes, mmMkiMv .^^r— if thm had heen no 
crime, &ere ought to he no punilhment ' 

268. Ulyfles /mgly^ #r iM Greece 1 The Poet 

fliews his great judgment in preparing the Reader for the dc- 
ftru£tion of the Suitors; that great Cataflrophe is managed 
by few hands, and it might feem incredible that fo few could 
dcftroy fo many : the Poet therefore, to give an air of trutl^ 
to his a(S^ion, frequently inculcates the alfiflance of Pal/as^ 
which mull: at lead fhew, that fuch a great exploit is not im« 
poffible to be executed by ftratagems valour : it is by art» 
hotftrength, that Uijifit conquers* 

M Greece in arms. 

This Is fpoken in a general fenfe, and comprehends not 
only the fuhje^ of Ui^ffis^ or 0vea the Pylums and Spartims^ 
but implies, that all the (?r##if would rife in the caule of 
Ulj^es, What the fuitors had fpoken icofiingly in the pmed- 
ing book, that TiUtnachus was failing to PyU or Sparta for 
fuppltesy appears in this not to be impracticable ; fo that it 
was choice and not neceffity that determined the Poet to make 
ufe of no fuch eafy expedients for the dcftruclion of the 
Juitors. Eujiathius, 

It may be added, that the very nature of Epick Poetry, 
;ind of the Od\Jfey in particular, requires fuch a conduvSt : in 
^e iii^, A^lUi is the chief $igent, and performs almoft all 



Digitized by 



Soox HOMES.'* ODYSSSY. I«f 

But if Atbenay War's triumphant maid, * 
The happy fon, will, as the lather, aid, 27a 
(Wh<^ faflae and fafcty was her conftant care 
In ev']^ danger and in ev'ry war : 
Never on man did heav'nly favour ihine 
With rays fi> flroi^, diftinguifh'd and divine. 
As tho|b with which Mimrva mark'dthy iire) 275 
So m^ht ihe love thee, fo thy ibul inipire 1 
Soon ihou'd their hopes in humble duft be lau}» 
And long oblivion of the bridal bed* 
Ah ! no fuch hope (the Prince with fighs re* 
plies) 

Cantouchmy breaft; that bkfllng heav'n denies. 

the great a£iions JEneas is painted after the fame manner by 
Vir^l \ the one kills BtQvr^ the other ^wtnm^ jboth whkli 
are' the dedfive adioos : it was equally neceflkry to cgcalt the 
< & a r aQer of Vl^esy by bringing him into difficulties fram 
which he Is perfonafly to extricate himfelf : this the Poet fuf. 
ficiently brings about by refufing all the eafy methods for his 
re-eftabli{hment, becaufe the more difficult ways aremoft con- 
ducive to the honour of his Hero: thus as Achilhi and JEmas 
kill HeBor and Tumus with their own hand$, fo the Suitors 
fall chiefly by the hand of UlyJJes. It is neccflary for the Hero 
of the Poem to execute the decifive a^on» for by this method 
the Poet compleats his charaif^er, his own greatnefs furmounts 
all difficulties, and he goes off the ftage with the utmoft ad- 
vantage, by leaving a noble character ttpon die mind of the 
Ijpedatort. 

L 4 



Digitized by Google 



126 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Book m. 

Ev'n by Cekftial favour were it giv'n, 281 
Fortune or Fate wou'd crois the Will of heav'n. 
What words are tbele^ and what imprudence 
thine? 

(Thus interposed the Martial maid divine) 
Forgetful youth ! but know, the Pow'r above 285 
Witli eafe can fave each objed: of liis love 

jr, 282. Fortune or Fute ivoud crcfs the nill of heav'n.'] It 
may be alkcd how an expreflion fo near blafphemy, as Eujla- 
ihius otferves, could efcape a peifon of fuch piety as Telema- 
chus ? It is tnie> the Poet makes Minerva hcrfelf correct it i 
but yet the obje£lion remain^ "^^z- how could 7>/fW«i6ia fpcak 
it ? I dunk fincc the Poet himfclf condemns it, we may give 
it up as an indecency in Tekmacbm \ it is natural for men in 
. defpair (and thaH was the conditiop of TeUmachus) to ufe a 
vehemence of expreffion, and this might tranfpoit TeUmachm 
be3rond the bounds of prudence. The only poiTible way that 
occurs to me to take off the impiety, is to have recourfe to 
Deftiny : it was the opinion of the Anticiits, that the Gods 
could not alter Deftiny : and then ^cUmufjus may mean no 
more, than that it was decreed by the Deftinics that UfyJ/es 
ihould return fio more, fo the Gods themfelves could not rer 
fiore him. 

Thus in the xvth of the A^eta?norphofa^ i^iTftfj m vain applies 
to the Gods to preferye Julius Cafar^ 

— — ** Superofque movet, qui rumpere quanquam 
^ Ferrea non poiFunt veterum decreta fororum," &c» 
/ind a litde lower Jupiter fays to Venus j 

' — — Sola infuperabile fatuna, 

N^tfb moyeie paras 
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Wide as his will, extends his boundlds grace 
Nor loft in time; nor circumkrib'd by place. 
Happier his lot, who many forrows paft, 
Ijong lab'xing gains his natal Ihore at laft 290 
Than who too ipeedy, haftes to end his Ufe ' 
By fome ftern rufiian, or adult'rous wife. 
Death only is the lot which none can mils, 
And all is poffible to heav n, but this, 

jr. 289. Htppter bis ht^ who, &c.] Nothing can be better 
imagined to encourage Telmadnuy than what the Poet here 
delivers : Minerva fets Agammnm in oppofidon to Vhjffes : 
Agammim made a fpeedy voyage to his country, and there 
fell by treachery ; Ulxffes has long been abfent, but yet \% 
happier than Jgemmmn : the Gods perhaps reierve him for 
better fortunes, at leaft nothing can be concluded from his 
Ifjng abfence, and this is fufiicient to teach Telmachus not tp 
defpair. Euftaihius, 

^.294. And allis pojfihle to heav'n^ but this.'] V^h^it ATiuerva 
here fays jufliiics the remark I made^ that what Teletmchus 
feemed to have iix>ken raihly, may be foftened, if not vindi- 
catedy by having recourfe to Deftiny: it is evident from this 
paflage, that D^iny was Aiperiour to the power of the Gods : 
otherwife AUnerua fpeaks as blafphemoufly as Telemacbus ; for 
what difierence is there between faying, that the Gods 
cannot preferve even thofe they love from death, and fay- 
ing that the Gods could not fave U(y/fes ? Why therefore 
may not the words of TeUnuichus be thought to have a refpedl 
to Deftiny ? 

I am of opinion, that the Poet had fomething further in 
view t>y putting thefe words into the mouth of Minerva : 
tbe words of, Tiliwa^buSf if taken grofsly> might appear ihock- 

I 

I 
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The bcft, the deareft fer'rite of tfie Iky 295 

» • • 

Muft tafle diat cup, for man is bom to die. 
Thus checked, reply 'd Vlyjfei prudent hrir : 
MftttoTy no monc — the mournful thought far* 
bear; 

For he no more muit draw his country's breathy 
Already ihatch'd by Fate, and the black doom of 
death ! 300 
Fai3 we to other fubje£ts ; and engage 
On themes remote the venerable Sage : 

ing to fi> pious a peHbn as NeJIor^ and make an ill impreffioA 

upon him to the difadvantage of Telemaehiis ; Aiimrva there- 
fore artfully explains it, and foftens the horrour of it by re- 
conciling it to the Theology of thofe ages. f| 

f. 301, Pafs we to other fubjeSls ; • ] Telemachus here 

puts feveral queftions, as it were in a breath, to Nejhr \ 
and Pbttarch obferves upon this pai&ge, that he who en- 
quires any thing of an old man, diough the dd man him- 
felf has no concern in the ftory, wins his heart atonoe; 
and indces a peiibn» who is upon all occafions veiy 
willing to difoouile. He introduces this as an inftance 
of the art Tdamtbm vies, in adapting himielf hb 
que(Kons to the temper of the peribn with whom he 
converfes : he puts together, continues he, feveral que- 
ftions upon feveral fubjcc^s, which is more judicious than 
to confine his anfwer to a finglc interrogatory, and by 
that method deprive l^ejior of one of the moft pleafant en- 
joyments of old fige^ I o^eao the pieaTiure of talking* Fk* 
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Of men decay, and tiiro' three ages flun'd. 
Like Gods maje{tick,and likeGods in inind.)305 

For mtK;h fac knows, and juft condufions draws 

I 

From various precedents, and various laws. 
O ion of Nektfi I awful Ne/ior^ tell 
How he, the mighty Agamemnon fell ? 309 
By what ftrange fraud Mg^bus wrought, relate, 
(By force he could not) fuch a Hero's fate ? 
J^iv'd Menelaus not in Greece ! or where 

m 

% 

Was dien the martial farother^s pious care ? 

lVh9 thfia bad fum the ferifiMt kind 
Of mm decoy^ -] 

The Poet here tells us that NeJIor was now in his fourth gc- 
Iteratjon : Ovid took the word yftm to fignify an hundred 
yean } but then Neftor mud have been above three hundred 
years, old. Others with more probability undeHland it to fig- 
nify a generation, or Aioh a portion of time in which any 

' race of men flouriih, together, which is computed to be about 
thirty years. I refer the Reader to the Note of the 333d verfe 
of the firft book of the lUed^ for the particular age Nefior, 
According to that coB^tation, he muft now be about ninety- 
five years of age. 

i,\ 309. How he ^ the mighty Ag?in\Qmnon fell Tclemachu^ 
does not aik this queflion out of curiofity, but with great 

' judgment ; he knows there were defigns againft his life, as 
weU as there had been againft Agamemnon i he therefore afks 
it, that he may learn how to defeat them ; chiefly to inftru6t 
himfelf how beft to affift his father upon his rctunH by aiding 
him iii'efcapiiig the fiiar^s of the $uitors. Dader^ 




Digitized by Google 



130 HOMERS ODYSSEY. Book xiu 

Condexnn'd perhaps fome foreign ihore to trea4; 
Or fure Mgyfibus had not dar'd the deed. 315 
To whom the FuU of Days. lUuftrious youth. 
Attend (tho' partly thou haft gueft) the truth. 
For had the martial Menelaus found 
The ruffian breathing yet on Argive ground ^ 
JNbr eaith had tud his carcafe from the ikies, 3 2q 
Nor Grecian vupns ihriek'd his pbiequies, .7 
But fowls obfcene diimember'd his remains^ 
And dogs had torn him on the naked plains. 
While us the works of bloody Mars employed, 
The wanton youth mglorious peace enjoy'di32^ 
He, ftretch'd at eafe in Argos calm recefs, 
(Whofe (lately fteeds luxuriant paftures bleli) 
With flattery's inlinuating art 
Sooth'd the frail Queen, and poifon'd all her heart. 
At firft with worthy fhamc and decent pride, 330 
Jhe royal dame his lawlefe fuit deny'd. 
For Virtue's image yet pofleft her mind. 
Taught by a Mafter of the tuneful kind ; 

• 333- ^^'6^^^^ -^v a Majler of the tuneful kind,^ Honur 
through the whole Odyjfty fpeaks much in honour of the Art 
which he himfelf loved, and in which he fo eminently ex- 
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Atrides^ parting for the I'rojan war, 
Confign'd the youthful confort to his care. 335 
True to his charge, the Bard prcfeVd her long 
In honour's limits ; iiick the pow'r of Song. 
But when the God$ the& ol^efts of thdr hate 
Dragged to deftrudiony by the links of fate ; 
The bard they baniih'd from his native ibil, 340 
And left all helpleis in a defert iHe ; 

celled : from thefe and other pafTages We mxf learn th^ (late 
of Poetry in thofc ages : " Poets (fays Euflathius) were ranked 

in the clafs of Philofophers j and the Ancients made ulc of 
•** them as Preceptors in Mufick and Morality iitiabo 
quotes this very paflage as an inltance of the excellence of 
Poetry in forming the foul to worthy a6tions : Mgifthui could 
not debauch ClyUmneftra^ until he baniihed the Poet who was 
her guide and inftrudor. 

Various are the conjedures of the Antients about the name 
of the Bard here celebrated : fome> fays Eufiathius^ ^ell us^ 
it was ChariadeSf ibme Dtnudocui^ fome Glaucusy (sTc. but I 
pafs them over> becaufe they are conjedures. 

There were many degrees of thefe ; (bme were &M 
^^tvt, others aoiJbJ yo^xw? : but fuch bards as are here men- 
tioned were of an higher ftation, and retained inftructors 
by Kings and Princes. 

I cannot omit one remark of Eu/iaihius : he tells us, that 
fome perfons write that thefe aow^i had their names from hence, 
mt. aot^7» (jLt) i^ctUi ; exadly refembling the modern Italian fing- 
ers : Madam Dmer is not to be forgiven for pailing over a 
remark of fuch importance s if this be true, it makes a great 
diiierence between the antient and modern Poets^ and is the 
jpuiy advantage I know we have over them» 
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There he, the fweeteil of the iacred train, . 
Sung dying to the rocks, but fung in vain. 
Then Virtue was no more her guard away. 
She fell, to luft a voluntary prey. 345 
E^ri to the temj^ ftalk'd th' adnlf roiis i^ufe. 
With impioQs thanks, and mockery of vows. 
With images, with garments, and with gold ^ 
And od'rous fumes ffom loaded altars roU'd. 

Meantime from flaming T'rey we cut the way. 
With MeneJaus, thro' the curling fea. 351 

344« Theft Virtui was no men i ief^ugrd mvay. 

She feil^ ■ &c.] 

There is a fuie mond coikched irt the ftoiy of die Bard md 
Chftmmjtra't it admiiably pamts the aidtmtage 
wife ooin|NU|Joii8 for the improremeiit of enr Virtues : Gtfiiait^ 
ntfira wss challey becaule her inftrodlor was wife : his wii3<iai 
•was an infupcrable guard to her modefty. h was long be- 
fore flie yielded ; virtue and honour had a long contcft; but 
Ihe no fooner yielded to adultery, but (he afErtcd in the mur- 
der of her hufband ; from whence we may draw another mo- 
'ral, that one vice betrays us into another : and when once the 
fences of honour are dirown down, we become a prey to 
every palfion. Dacier. 

f. 346. E%fn u tbi tempU JIalk'd th^ aMtrm f^fi*'\ Here 
js a fnrprifing mixture of rdigion and impiety : Mgyfihm^ up* 
on the accompliihment of great a crime as addtery, re- 
turns thanlcs to the Gods by oblations, as if they had alfilM 
him in the execution of it. NeJIor dwells upon it at large, 
to fhew that Mg^hus greatly aggravated his guilt by fuch a 
piece of impious devotion. Dadtu 
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fiat iriieii to Smimn's fitcred point we caiiie» 
Crown'd with the temple of tb' jltbemoM dafii9> 
Atridei ptkit^ Pbnntis^ there cipir'd ; . 
{Pbrmtes^ cxf all the fom of men admir'd 355 
To fteer the bounding bark with fieady toil» 
When the Aorm thickens, and the billows bod) 
While yet he exercised the iieennaa's art, 
j^oUo touch'd him with his gentle dart i 
£v'n with the rudder in his hand, he fell. 360 
To pay whofe honours to the ihades of hell, 

ir. 359. Apollo touched him wtb bU gintle dart.} Jionftr 
calls the darts of jfyvlb ifmdf or gentle; to that thofe 
who die thus fuddenly, die widiout pata. Eu/fatbiusm 

Daaer cmnplaiiis ^at lenie Cridcks think Hmtr wordif of 

blame for enlarging upon fo mean a peHbn as a pilot. It is 
a fufficient anfwer to obfcrve, that arts were in high efteen> 
in thofe times, and men that were eminent in them were in 
great honour. Neither were arts then confined as in thefe 
ages to mean perfonages : no lefs a pcrfon than Ulyffes builds 
a veifd in the fequel of the Odyjfey ; fo that this is a falfe piece 
of delicacy. If Hmir be culpaUe, fo is f^irgil ; he gives the 
genealogy of Palimirus^ as well as Homer of Pirrcntes, fTr*^ 
£Wb defcription is cenfured as too long. Homer amclodes his 
in (even lines; and laftly, VirgtN Epifode has been judged by 
the Criticks to be an nnneceiary onnment, and to contribute 
jBodiing to the Poem ; Hmtr relaiei die death of PbrgrHet^ 
to introduce the difperfion of the fleet of Afenelaus ; 
the fleet might weUvbe {battered^ whea it wanted io exr^ 
ccU^nc a pilot* 



■ 
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We check'd our hafte, by pious office bounds 
And laid our old companion in the ground. . 
And now die rites dilcharg'd, our courfe keep 
Far on the gloomy bofom of the deep : 365 
Soon as Malady mifty tops arife. 
Sudden the thUnd'rer blackens all the (kies^ 
And the mnds whiftle, and the furges roU 
Mounuuns on mountains, and ob&ore the pole. 
The tempeft fcatters> and divides our fleet ; 3 70 
Party the ftorm urges on the coaft of Cretty 
Where winding round the rich Cydonian plain. 
The ftreams of Jardan iiTue to the main. 
There Hands a rock, liigh eminent and Aeep, 
Whofe fliaggy brow o erhangs tlic fliady deep, 375 
And views Gortyna on the weftern fide ^ 
On this rough ^2^<?r drove th' impetuous tide : 
With broken force the billows roU'd away. 
And heav'd the fleet into the neighboring bay, 

f. 371. Pdf t^ the jhrin urges on the coaft «y Crete] Homer 
does not amufe us by relating what became of thefe compa- 
jiions of Menelausi he omits this judiciou fly, and follows the 
thread of his ilory: Ji4tnelaus is,th« perfon whom the Poet 
has in view } he therefore pafles over the ftory of his compeip- 
nions, to carry on the fable of the Poem by leading us di- 
xt&ij to Menelm^ 
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Thus fev'd from death, they gain'd the Phajlan 
IhoreSj 3S9 
With ihatter'd veflelS) and dialed oars s 
But five tall barks the winds and waters toft, 
Far from their fellows, on th' JEgyptim coaft. 
There wandered Meneiaus thro' foreigii Hiores, 
Amafling gold, and gath ring naval ftores ^ 3S5 
While curft Mgjiftbus the detefted deed 
By fraud fulhll'd, aiid his great bio.ther bled. 
Sev'n years, the traitor rich Mycena fway'd. 
And his ftem rule the groaning land obeyed % 
The eighth, from Atbem to his realm r€flx>r*d, 
. Oreftes brandilh'd the revenging fwdrd, ^ ^91 

f, 383. Oft the Mgyptizn coq/}.] In the original it 

is, The wind and waUr carried them to ^jyptus. Homer by 
^Egyptus means the river NiU^ and then it is always uCed 19 
the mafculine gender ; the region about it took its name 
from the river Mgfpius^ this is always ufed in the feminine 
gender-; but the country had not received that name in dM. 
daysofHmwr. EttftMUs. 

What Dadir adds to this obfervation, ihajr affift in deter*^ 
mining the difpute concerning the priority of Homer and Hi* 
Jiod: Hefutd makes rhentions of the river Isilus\ if therefore it 
be true that ^gyptus had not been called by the name of Nilus 
in the times Hcmer^ it is a demonftration that He/tod v:2i^ 
pofterior to Homer ; otherwife he could not have been ac-* 
quainted with any other n^e but that of Mgyptus, 

f, 390. Prom Athens to his realm ] There is a dif- 

hstnt reading in this fdace \ iiiftead of im "AMm^ foow write 

VOL. I. M 
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Slew the dire pair» and gave to fun'ral flacoe 
The vile ailaiiiQ, and adult'rous daoae. 
That day, ere yet the bloody triumphs ceaie. 
Return d jltrides to die coaft of Greece, 395 
And fafe to Argos povt his navy brought. 
With gifts of price and pond'nnis treafiire fraught^ 
He^ce wam'd, my fim beware I nor idly ftand - 
Too long a ftranger to thy native bud } 
Left heedlels ab&nce wear thy wealth away, 400 
While Jawkft feaAera in* thy pabcefway ; 
Perhaps may leizethy reahn, andihaicthei^oil;! 
And thou return, with diiappoiated toil, ( 
l^rom thy vain jouiney, to a lifled lik. ^ J 
Howe cr, my friend, indulge one labour more. 
And feek Atri(ks on the Spartan (hore.* 406 
He, wand'ring long, a wider circle made. 
And many-languag'd nations has iiirvey'd i 

cflro ^tmt/ri fdr Oirt/lis ws» eductted hj Strophms King of 
Phodsy and father of Pytadts: the Ancients reconcile the dif- 
ference, by faying that OreJIes might be fcnt from Pkocis to 
Athens for his dtiucation, and returning thence to his own 

country, miP^ht revenge the death of his i?LX!^^x Agamemnon ^ 
fo that although he was firft bred up in Phoeis, lie wa^aftCT^ 
wards a fojourner in Athm* EufiatbtHS. 



» 
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And meafiir'd trai^ utdaiown to other ihips. 
Amid tlie monllroUs wonden of the deeps 1 410 
(A kagth of Ocean ^Ind unbounded tky^ 
Wbich fcarce the Sea*fowl in a year overfly) 
Go then ^ to S^ia take the wat'ry way. 
Thy ihip and failof s but for orders ftay 
Or if by land thou chufe thy couiie to bend, 41 ^ 
My fteeds, my chariots, and my fens attend : 

0 

i'. 4x1* A length of Ocean and unboundtd Jky^ 

tt muft be confed, that Ntftor gtody exaggerates this ^ 
fcription : Homer himfelf tells us, that a fhip may fail in five 
days from Crete to /Egypt ; wherefore then this Hyperbole of 
"Neftor? It might perhaps be to deter TeUmachus from a dedgn 
of failing to Crete j and be through his inexperience might be- 
lieve the deicription. It may be added^ that what Nifttr 
rpeaks coiiceniing the flight of birds, vaxf be oiiiy faid ta 
flaew the great diftance of that fea: najr, hf a favourable in* 
terpretatioA h mxjf be iccoaciled to trudi ; tbe.meahing then 
maSt be Aif : ihM<i » perfoii oblerve Uiat iei a whole years 
he would not iee one 1^ flying over it, both becauTe of thf- 
Vafbiefs and dreadfulnefs of it; and perhaps the whole of thil 
inight arife from the obfervationj that this lea is not frequented 
by birds. This is wholly and almoft literally taken from Eu^- 
Jlathius ; arid if we add to this the ignorance of the fea and 
fea-affairs m thofe age^, we fliall the Icis wonder to hear 
wife a man as Nefior defcribing it with fo much terrour. Nar 
iigatioa ia now greatly improved, and the moderns fail fur-* 
ther in a months than the Ancients could in a year ^ their 
whole art confiding chlei]^ in obafting along the i^es, an4 
Qonfequently they made bi|t Uttle Way« 
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Thee to brides they fliall fafe convey. 
Guides of tliy road, companions of thy way. 
Urge him witli tiutli to frame his free replies. 
And fure he will : for Menelaus is wife. 42 p 
Thus while he fpeaks, the ruddy fun deBomis^ 
And twilight grey her ev'ning fliade extends. 
Then thus the blue-ey*d Maid ; O full of days ! 
Wife are thy words, and juft are all thy ways. 
Now immolate the Tongues, and mix the wine. 
Sacred to Neptune and the pow'rs divine. 426 
The lamp of day is quencli'd beneath the deep. 
And foft approach the balmy hours of fleep : 

y. 425. Now iw.m'flnie the Tongues ] Various are the 

reafons which Eujhthius reports concerning this oblation of 
the toiigueiis at the conclufion of the facrifice. It was to pwge 
themfelves from any evil words they might have uttered; or 
' becaufe the tongue was reckoned the beft part of the fiicrifice, 
and fo referved for the completion of it ; or they offered the 
tongue to the Gods, as wit^ieiles to what they had fpoken. I 
omit the reft as fupcrfluous. They had acuftom of offering 
the tongaes to Metcury^ becaulc they believed him the giver 
ot Eloquence. Dadsr expatiates upon this cuftom. The 
people^ fays fhe, might fear, left through wine and the joy 
of the feitivai, they might have uttered fomc words unbe- 
coming the lanctity of the occafion : by this facrrfice of the 
tongues, tlicy lignirtcd that they purged J>way whatever they 
IVad fpuken amifs during the feftival \ and afked in particulat 
f)ardof> of Mercuryt who prefided otrer difcourfe, to the end 
they might hot carry ho^e any uncleaimefs whicll might ftof 
the bkiHngs expeded from tfae>lacrifice« 
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Nor fits it to prolong the heavenly feaft, 
Timelefe, mdecent, but retire to reft. 430 

So Ipake Joves daughter, the cclcfllal maid. 
The fober train attended and <5bey'd. 
The facred heralds on th^ hands around 
jPotur'd the fuiX ums; the youths the goblets 
€rown*d: 

From bowl to bowl the holy bev'rage flows $ 435 
While to the final iacrifice they rofe. 
The tongues they caft upon the fragrant fiame» 
And pour, ajx)ye^ the confocrated ftream. 

ft 

f, 429. Ntr fat it to frohng the bemialy feqft^ 

* 

Euflathius fliews the diflTerence between ««^» fefiiv^) and 
3v9ifiH, or facrifices : in the former it was cuftomary to fpend 
the whole night in ^ne and rejoicing : in the latter, this was 

rcclcoiied an unlawful cuflom, through the fear of falling in- 
to any indccaicics through wine. He likcwife gives another 
reafon of this injunction, by telling us that it was the cuflom 
to offer facrifices to the celcftial Powers in the day, and cvea 
^ to finifli them about tjie fetting of the fun j and that thofe who 
dealt in incantations performed their facrifices to the infernal 
powers by night, and finifhed them before fun-rifing. Either 
of thefe reafons fufficiently explains the words of the Goddefs ;* 
and the former carries in it an excellent moral, that particu- 
lar care ihould be taken in our 9l3ti of devotion, not to turn 
religion into impiety. 

M 3 
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And now, their thirA by copious draughts allay'd, 
The youthful Herp and th* jitkeni^tn i^aid 449 
Propofc departure frpm the finifli'd rite. 
And in their hollow b^k tp pftft the night t 
But this the hofpitaUe Sage deny'd. 
Fprted it, Jove! and all the God^I ht crfd. 
Thus frpm my walls the muchrlov'd foa to ^nd 
Of fiKh a hero, gnd of fuch a fr^^ ! 4^ 
^e, as fQix)e needy pe^fs^at^ would ye leave. 
Whom heav'n denies the bl^sffifig to relieve t 
^e wo.uld you le^ve, who boaft imperial fway, 
• When beds of royal ilate invite yoifr ftay ? 450 

450. hdt of royal Jiate tnvite your Jiay Thi^ 

paflage gives us a full infight into the manners of thcfe hof- 
pitablc ages ; they not only kept a trcafury for bowls or vafeg 
p{ gold or filvcr, to give as ^£kv>;wt, or gifts of hofpitality, but 
alfo a wardrobe of various habits and rich furniture, to lodge 
apd beftow upon Grangers. Euftathius relates, that Tellias of 
J^rtgentum was a perfon of fo great hofpitality, that five hun- 
flred horfemen coming to his houfe in t)ie winter feaibii, he 
entertained them, and gave eveiy roan a ctoak and a tuiiici:. 
This laudable cuftpm prevailed^ and iljll preyails^ in the 
, eafterft countries : If was the prance of Ahaham of old, ani) 
I* at this day of the Turks ^ as we may learn from their Carar 
yanfcras, creded for the reception of travellers. And yet 
Dacier obferves, that a French Crjtick has fliewcd fo ill a taftc 
7& to ridicule this paflage. Teiemachus (fays that author) 
^fj^g e^ertained by Neftor^ intimates hist in|eAtion of re? 
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No — luiig as life this mortal fliall infpire^ 
Or as my chUdren imitate their fire> 
Here (hall the ivaiKl'rii^ iSianger find hishcns^ 
And hoipitaUe litct adom the dome. * 

Well haft thou ^^okc (the hlue-ey'd Maid 

£elov'd oldtnanJ benevolent, as wile. 
Be the kind didUtcs of thy heait obey'd, 
Jiad let thy words "Xdemacbus pei;fuade : 
He to thy palace iliall tliy ileps purfue ^ 
I to the ihip« to give <the orders due, 460 
Prefcribe direftioiis, and confirm the crew. 
For I abne fu^m their naval caret. 
Who Jboal): experience fboia theiie &Lvpt hairs^ 
All youths the rei^^ whom to this journey i^ove 
Like years, like tempers, and ti^y^ ^rjbce's k>%. 

turning to lodge on ihip-board with his companions : but 
Ntjior detains hini, by afking him if he thought he had not 
quilts or ccnrerlets to give him a Night's lodging: 'upon 
^ ^is Telemachus goes to bed in a reibttAding galleiy, an^ 
« in a bed which his wif0 made ready for Him.*' The 
nobleft things are moft liahle to burlefque, by perverting their 
meaning i as fome pidures, by v^irying the portion, repfefeitt 
a man or a monger. He is very fevcre upon the rejhtmdtng 
galleryy which in trutli means no more than very lofty or ele- 
><^d, a<ui by coni^uence very ndble and magniiice^t. 

Hi ; 
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' There in the vefiel fhall I pafi the night ; 466 
And foon as morning p^ts the fields of light, 
I go to challenge from the Caucons bold, 
A debt, contracted in the days of old. 
But this thy gueit> received with friendly care, 47Q 
t-,et thy ftrong courfers fwift to SparU bear j . 
Prepaie thy chariot at the dawn of day. 
And be jhy fon conip^iion of his way. 

* f, 468. / go to challenge from the Caucons.] The Pget 
makes a double ufe of thefe words of the Goddefs ; fhe gives 
an air of probability to her excufe, why fhe fhould not be 
prcfled to ftay ; and at the fame time Homer avoids the ab- 
jfurdity of introducing that Goddefs zt Sparta \ Menelaus zn'i 
Helen are celebrating the nuptials of their Ton and daughter : 
Mintrva Is a Virgin Deity, and confequently an enemy to aU 
nuptial ceremonies. Eufiatbm. 

But it may be necefllary to obferve who thefe Caucons are: 
yre find ii| the tenth book of the liiad^ the Caueo^ ifientioned 
as auxiliaries to Troy : there Dolon fays. 

The Cartons^ Cauconsy the Pelafgian hofl. 
And Leleges encamp along the coaii. 

Are thefe Caucons the fame with thofe here mentioned ? E?i- 
Jlathius informs us, that there was a people of Triphyly^ be- 
tween Elii Fyki^ named Caucons : but Strabo fays, that 
^e whole race is now extindl, and that thefe here mentioned 
are of Dymaoy and take their name from the river Caucen : 
ivhereas thofe in the Bad are Paphlag$mam: they were a 
yrandering nation, and coniequently might be the iame people 
|9rigti)aJ]y, and ret^ tbe fiunc name in different countries. 
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Then t?uming with the word, Minerva flies. 
And foars an Eagle thro' the liquid ikies. 475 
Viiion divine ! the throng'd fpedators gaze 
Jn .holy wonder fixt, and fiiU amaze. 
But chief tlie rev'rend Sage admir'd ^ he took 
The hand of young T'ekmacbus, and ipoke. 

Oh happy Youth ! and favoured of tlie Ikies, 
piftinguilh'd care of guardian Deities ! 48 1 

f, 478. But chiifibi rivWtnd Sage admired 'J It 
be afked why Ne/ior ia in fuch a furprife at the dilcoveiy of 

the Goddefs : it is evident from the 7//W, that he had been 
no ftranger to fuch intcrcourfes of the Deities ; nay, in this 
very book NtJ^or tells us, that Ulyiffes enjoyed aJmoft the con- 
ftant prefence of Minerva ; infomuch that Sophocles^ the great 
imitator of Horner^ rdiates> that he knew the Goddefs by her 
voice, without feeing her* Eujlathim anfwers, that the won- 
der of Neflor aroie not from the difcoveiy of that Deity, but 
that (be ihould accompany lb young a perfon as Telmadm 2 
aft6r her departure, the old man flood amazed, and looked 
upon that Hero as fome very extraordinary perfon, whom in 

• fuch early years the Goddefs of War and Wifdom had vouch- • 
fafed to attend. This interpretation agrees perfei^y with 
what Neflor fpeaks to Tekmachuu 

48 1 . D'ljtlngwj}) d care of guardian Deities / j I will take 
this opportunity to obviate an objedtion that may be made 
againft all interpoHtion of the Gods in aififting the Heroes of 
the pdjilfy: it has been thought by fome Criticks a difpa* 
ragement to them to ihuid in continual need of fuch fupf|p 

'natural (ticcour: if two perfbns were engaged in combat^ 
and a third perfon fhould immediately ftep in to the affiftance 
of one of the parties, and kill the adverfary, would it' not 
fcfle^ upon the valour, of his friend who was fo weak as to 



Digitized by Gopgle 



144 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Book nb 

Whafe early yeats for futnit .wordi engage. 
No vulgar iiuu 







1^ 






If 



want fuch affiftanceF Why, for inftancc, fhould 7«plf^ hel^ 

/Eneai to kill 7urnus? Was not he brave enough to fight, 
and ftrong enough to conquer his enemy by his own prowefs ? 
and would not Turnus have killed ^ncas with the fame affift* 
ance ? It is therefore a difparagement to the a61:ors, thus con- 
tinually to fupply the defers of a Hero by the power of a 
Deity. 

But this is a £die way of arguing, and from hence it might 
be inferied, that tfa« love and fiivour of a Dcttjr ierm <ttlf 
to make thofe whom he afli^, and thofe who depend upoa 
Ibdi affifiance, appear weak^ hnpotettt» «owaidly9 atid «- 

worthy to be conquerors. Can any doubt arife whether tht 
Jove and favour of a God be a difparagement or honour to 
thofe whom he favours ? According to thefe Criticks, we 
fhould find the character of a pcrfe6^ Hero in an impious Me^ 
ZdtttiuSy who acknowledges no God but his own arm and his 
own fword : it is true, the obje6lion would be juft, if the 
H«ro himfelf performed nothing of the a£Uon ; or if when he 
mre almoft conquered by die fuperiour valour of his enemy^ 
he owod his life and vidory to Gods and Mirades: but die 
ibeto always behaves hnnfelf in all hh anions, as if he weie 
to gain focods wiiboot the affiftance of the Deity} and tbc 
prefence of the Oods is fo ordered, that we may retrench 
every thing that is miraculous, without making any alteration 
in the a6lion or character of the human perfonagcs. Thus in 
the inftance of /Eneas and Tuttius^ though 'Jupiter favours 
neaSy yet jEneas is painted in ftronger colours of fortitude, he 
appears fuperiour, as a man una&fted, and able to conquqpr 
ykr/iiti; and confequeady the favour of Jttfifit makes no al^ 
IgpRion in the adion or charadtr of ^fimtff. 

TiMie is iawwi(e a wide <NffciinM 
a Man and of a God: the aAkm of men belong only to djv 
performers of thofe anions: but when a Deity aftfts us by 
pnfpiriiig us with ftreOgth and courage^ the a^op we perr 
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f 

for lo I nam otber of the court vbam 
Than fbe> die daughter of almighty Jma^ 485 
fiMas hcrftlf , the War-triuinphaAt Maid, 
Coafcift is thine, as once thy fath^a ai4» 
So gui4a>ni6> Goddcfe i ib propkiQua ihina 
On nie> my (;pnibit| and my roy^^ line 1 
A ye^liaig buUpcJc to thy n^me ih^ ih^Dkej 490 
Unt^m'dj wnconfcious of the galling yoke. 
With ample forehead, and yet tender horns, 
Whp^ biid^nf hoficm]^ iiii^^ gold adorns^ 

SubiiiaiQvetlniat^ 
His holy V!o# favoring Goddefi^ kaaidi 495 
l]aiK4^ rifiai|g, o'ifir^^ Andy ^aaa - 

V ? j;. : > . • • - » ♦ - . 

form ar^ really our own, and the more he favours us, the 
more glory he gives us : fo that the alBftance of man eclipfes, 
but the aJuftance of a God exalts, our glory. Thus, for in- 
ftance, when AchilUs is purfuing HiSior^ he charges the 
Grith to keep off from He^cr^ their a0iftance might leileA 
glory : but wl^ Paiks ofos her afHflance, he immedi*'' 
ately eiabfaces it as an l|Oiioitr, and boads of it as fuch to 
U§a§r. I l|m h&m higs vugm thit obftdioBy httmdo tha^ 
tjoAest qught to carry it in bis memoiy tfaiough die whole 
Poen^ firid apply h if every idieit, in wlifch any ibne is 
aleribed to any I^city, §ee B^ffk moiic at laige conccnilf 
this objediion. 
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(A long proceflion) timely marching home 

In comely order to the regal dome. 

There when arriv*d, on thrones around him 

plac'd, ' - . 
His fons and grandfons the wide circle grac'd. 
To thefe the hofpitable Sage, in fign 
Of focial welcome, mix'd the racy wine, 
(Late from the mellowmg cafk reftor'd to 

light. 

By ten long years refin d, and rofy-bright.) 50^ 

To Pallas high the foamhig bowl he crown'd, 

And fprinkled large Libations on the ground. 

Each drinks a full oblivion pf his cares. 

And to the gifts of balmy fleep repairs. 

Deep in a rich Alcove the Prince was laid, 510 

And flept beneath the pompous Colonade ; 

Fafl: by his fide Pifi/lratus lay fpread, 

(In age his equal) on a fplendid bed : 

But in an inner court, fecurely closed. 

The rev'rend Nejlor and his Queen repos'd. 5 1 5 

When now Aurora^ daughter of the dawn, 
With rofy luftre purpled o'er the lawn ; 



Digitized by Google 



Book III. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 147 

The old man early rofe, walk*d forth, and fat. 
On polifh'd ftone before his Palace gate : 
With unguents finooth die ludd marUe flione^ 
Where ancient Nelem fat, a niftick throne; 521 
But he defcending to th' infernal lhade» 
Sage Nejior iill'd it» and the fcepter fway*d« 
His fons around him mild obeiiance pay. 
And duteous take the orders of the day. 525 
Firft Ecbepbron and Stratius quit their bed 3 
, Then Perjeus^ AretuSy and T'brajymed', 

I 

518. And fat On polifl/ d Jhne before his 

palace gati*} We have here 'an ancient cuftom recorded by 
the Poet j a King places himfelf before the gate of his Palace 
upon a feat of marble, worn faiooth by long ufe, lays Eufia" 
tbiuSj or perhaps fmoothed exquiiitely by the hand of the . 
woikman. What I would chiefly obferve is, that they placed 
thcmiclvcs thus' in publick for the difpatch of juftice : we 
read in the fcripturc of Judges fttting in the gate : and that this 
procedure ot Nt'/hr was for that purpofe, is probable from the 
cxpreflion, He jat in tl^e feat where Neleus [/^^rw^, or Cotfili- 
ariuSf] ufedto fit^ (which feems to exprefs his wifdom in the 
difcharge of juRicc.) Nejimr is alfo defcribed as bearing his 
fcepter in his hand, which was never ufed but upon-feme zEt 
of regality, in the difpatch of juftice, or other iblemn occa* 
lk>ns. Perhaps, fxp D^iir^ diefe Atats or thrones might be 
confecrated with oil, to draw a reverence to the feats of juf« 
tice as by an aiSi of religion; but I rather judge (adds flie) 
that no more is meant than to exprefs the fliining of thefa 
thrones, they being undoubtedly made of marble. 
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The laft Pijiflraius arofe from reft : 
They came, and near him phcVl thafiranger-gueftw 
To thde Hk Senior thus dcdar'a hit will s 530 
MEjr tooMi die difitatei of your Sixe fidiiL 
To Pallas^ fidl of Gods, prepare the feaft. 
Who grac'd our rites, a more than mortal guc& 
Let one, diipatchful, bid ibme fwaiii to-kad 
A well-fed bullock from tile grafiy mead I 535 
One £bek the harbour where the veilels moor. 
And bring thy friends, 7'elemacbus ! afliore^ 
(Leave only two the galley to attend) 
AnoAer to Laerceus muft we fend, 
Aftift dBi^ne, whofe ikilAil hands infold ^40 
The viQim's horn with circumfiifile ffUd. 

' ♦♦ ^aS. PiMratus.] Would I indulge my fancy in a con- 
je£hirc, I might fuppofe that the famous tyrant Fiftjlratus was 
defcended, or borrowed his name from this fon of Nejlor. 
Herodotus informs us^ as Eujiathius obferves, that all the 
Fifylratt ivere origiiudly Pylians, If this be true^ we have a 
ireiy flrcMig endencc that Homer is not all fidion^ but that he 
cdebntes tile great meti of thofe ages with reality^ afid only 
cdibellifiwt the true Amy with the omamciMB of Poetry. 

540. Laenceuf •*^<^ Artifi dmiui Sto*] TThc Author of 
the ParaM quotes this paflage to pro?e that Hilmir was igno^ 
rant of the Mechanick arts : we have here, ra)'s he, a Gil^ 
der with his anvil and hammer ; but what occafion has h« 
for an anvil and hammer in the art of a Gilder ? BoiUau luia 
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The ittft may here die'piolis doty' fluurt,- 
And bid the haiwimaids Ibr die feaft prepatre. 
The &ats to rahge> tlie ftagiaiit wood lb hsmgj 
And limfM waters from the Uvingipriog. 545 

He &id» and buiy each his cai^e beliow'di 
Akeady at the gates the buUock low'd, 
Akeady came the hbacenjiau crew, 
^The dext'rous Dnith the tools akeady drew : 
His ppndrous hammerj, and his anvil found, 550 
• And the ftrong tongs to turn the metal rouiid. 
Nor was Minerva abfent from tjie rite. 
She view'd her faosiour?, and enjoy'd the fight 

• \ 

excellendy vindicated Hamr firom this objedion* in^his re" 
fledions upon Lm^nm \ this Gilder was a. Gold-beater r 
Nejiory we fee, furnilhed the gold, and he beat it into leaves^ 

fo that he had occafion to make ufc of his anvil and hammer ; 
the anvil was portable, bccaufe the work was not laborious. 
Our modem travellers aflure us, that it is at this day the prac- 
tice in the eaftern regions, as in Perjia^ &c. for the artifts in 
metals to carry about with them the whole implements of 
trade^ to the houfe of the perfbns where they find emploj- 
inient; h is therefore a full vindication of Homer^ to oUeM- 
that the gold this artift ufed in gilding, was nothing but gold 
beat iD^to fine leaires. 

fi 552. Nw was Minerva abfent ^-^—l It may be atked 
In' what lenfe Minerva can be faid to come to the fiicrifice F 
Eujlathius anfwers, that the Ancients finding the inclinations 
of men to be bent mcontinently upon pleafures, to oblige thefrs ' 
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With reverend hand the King prdents die gold^ 
Wlucb loimd th' intorted. horns the gilder roU'd ; 

Sown>ught,a8Pii/&umightwithpridebehoid.556 
Young jlretus from forth his bridal bow'r 
Brought the full laver> o*er their hands to pour, 
And caniilers of confecrated flour. 
Stratius and Ecbepbron the vidlim led ; 560 
The . ax was held by warlike Tbrajpned^ 

« 

to life diem moderately, diflingutfhed times, ordained facri- 
fices, and reprefenting the Gods in the fbrmd of men, brought 

them to ufe thofe pleafures with difcretion ; they taught them 
that the Gods came down to their libations and lacrifices, to 
induce them to govern their converfation with reverence and 
modcfty : thus "Jupiter and the other GoJ.s in the 7//W, and 
Nsptune in the OdyJJey^ are faid to feaft with the /Ethiopians. 

' if I might be pardoned a conjedure, I would Aippofe, that 
Mntrva may in another feni^ be faid to come to the facrb* 
^e; I mean by her image or fiatue: and what xhay feem tO 
confirm this q[»iiiion, is what Di^wm relates Jb his third 
book Gonoeming the abovementioned Mtlnopiatu ; they car- 
ried about the ftatues of Jupiter and the other Cods twelve 
days, durmg which time the Gods were faid to ()e gone to 
the /Ethiopians : and if the Gods may be faid to come to the 
/Ethiopians by their ftatues, why may not the fame be (aid of 
Ji'TmcrvOy from the introdiicHon of her ftatue among the 
Pylians ? So that the appearance of the Goddefs may poliibjy 
mean the appearance of her ftatue. 

f» 560. Stratius and Echephron, Nejlor here makes 

ufe only of the miniftry of his fons ; the reafon of it is, be« 
caufe it was reckoned honourable to ferve in the performance 
of facrifice, this being in fome fenfe an attending upon the 

« 

Digitized by Google 



BaoKiiK HQMERa ODYSSEY^ 151 

In to itrike : before him Perfeus ftood» 
The vaie extending to receive the blood. 
The King himfelf initiates to the Pow'r ; 
Scatters with quiv'ring hand the facred flour, 56^ 
And the ftream Iprinkles : from the curling brows 
The hair collefled in the fire he throws. 
Soon as due vows on ev'ry part were paid^ * 
And facred wheat upon die victim laid. 
Strong l^brafymed difcharg'd the Speeding blow 570* 
Full on liis neck, and cut the nerves in two. 
Down funk the heavy beaft : the females^ round. 
Maids, wives, and matrons, mix ^ ftirilling found. 

Gods : or becaufc it was the pra£^ice of thofe ages for great 
perfons to do thofe of&ccs with their own hands, which iu 
the latter have been performed by fervants. 

Eujiaihius reports a faying of Antlgonus^ who obfcrx ing his 
fon behaving hitnfelf imperioufly to his fubjecls, " Know*ft 

thou not, fays he, that Royalty itfelf is but iiluftrious fer* 
f < vitude !" An intimation that he himfelf was but a (ervant 
of the publidc, and therefore fhould ufe his fervantff with 
moderation. , 

But the true reafon of Neftor*s aflifting in the facrifice is, 

becaufe Kings anciently had the infpc^lion of religion, and 
Priefthood was joined to Royalty, according to that of I ir^i'^ 

Rex Anius^ rex idem hominum Pbofhi^e facerdos." ' 

f. 573. Maids, tt'/:v.f, and matrons, mix a JhriUing found,] 
I have kept the meaning of the word in tlie oiig^inal, which 
iignifies prayers made wilh loud cries, «^^>>«4»n 'Q'fJiUyrn lays 
VOL. Z. N 
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Nor fcorn'd the Qgeen the holy choir to yom^ 
(The firft-bom ihe, of old Uymenus line ^ 575 
In youth by Nijior lov'd, of ipotleis faipe. 
And lov'd in age, Eurydice her name.) 
From earth dicy rear him, ftruggling now with 
death; 

And Nefiw's Youngdl ftops the vents of brea:di» 
The foul for ever flies : on all fides round . 580 
Streams the black blood, and fmokes upon the 

ground, j ^ 
The beaft they then divide,, and difunite 
The ribs and limbs, obfcrvant of the rite : 

HeJychlUSy is, (purri ywxiy.um r,v >tso\,tiiiou u ToTj tvp(QfjLeyaif the Voict 

of women ^ which they make at facrifices in their prayers. But 
there is ftill fomething in it more to the prefent purpofe \ die 
Scholiafl upon JEfchylm remarks that this word is not uied 
properly but when^ applied to the prayers ofiered to Mimrvay 
for Mnerva is the only Goddefs to whom prayers are made^ 
with loud cries, ihe being the Goddefs of War; to othei 
Deities they ofier prayer with thankfgiving ; r} 'aAomT 

Thus alfo in the iixth book of the IHad^ ^.301. 

Ai ^ «\e^v>^ vaaeu 'Adviii. Xf^goi StMff^* 

'They iill the dome with fupplicating cries.- 

And in the preient paiiage in the Odyffey^ 
— — ^ m ^f&k^ 
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On thele, in doubk cawb involv'd with art, 
. The choiceft moriels lay from ev'ry part, 585 
The facred Sage before his altar ftands. 
Turns the burnt-off 'ring with his holy hands> 
And pours the wine, and bids the flames afpirc : 
The youth with inftruments funound the fire. 
The thighs now lacrific'd, and entrails drcft, 590 
Th' afliftants part, transfix, and broil the reft. 
While thefe officious ttod th€ rites divine^ 
The laft fair branch of the Nefiwem line» 
Sweet Pofycafie^ took the pleafmg toil * 594 
To bathe the Prince, and pour the fragrant oil. 

594« Sweet Polycafte, took the pleajing toil 

To bathe the Princcy &c.] 

tt h very neceflary to (ay fomething about this pra£Uce of 
Women bathing and anointing men ; it frequently occurs 
through the whole Odjffif^ and is fo contrary to the ufage.of 
the Moderns^ as to give offence to modefly ; neither is this 
done by women of inferiour quality, but we have here a young 
Princefs, bathing, anointing, and doatbing the naked Te^ 
lemachus, Euftathius indeed tells us, it was undoubtedly by 
_her father's command : but if it was a piece of immoclcfl-y, it 
does not folve the ol^jecSlion, whoever commanded it. I con- 
fefe it would be immodeft in thefe ages of the world, and tho 
only excufe that occurs to me is, to fay that Cudom efta-- 
bliflied it. It is in manners^ in ibme degree, as in drefs ; if 
a faihion never fo indecent prevails, yet no perlbn is ridiciH 
loua, becaufc it is fifdhtonable: fo in maimeirs, if a pra^s 

N a 
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O'er his f^ir linibs a flow'ry veit he threw^ 
Aiid ifiu'd, Uke a God, to mortal view. 
His former feat befide the King he found, 
(His people s father with his Peers around) 
All plac'd at eafe the holy banquet join, 6oQ 
And in the- dazzUng goblet laughs the wine. 

The rage of thirft and hunger now fupprei^ 
The Monarch turns him to his royal, gueft ; 
And for the promis'd.journey bids prepare 
The fmooth-hair'd horfes, and the rapid car. 605 
Obfcrvant of his word ; the word fcarce fpoke. 
The fons obey, and join them to the yoke. 
Then bread and wine a ready handmaid brings. 
And prefents, fuch as fuit the ftate of Kings. 
The gtitfring feat "Tekmacbus afcends ; 610 
His faithful guide Pijiflratm attends s 

prevails univerfally, though not reconcilable to real modefty^, 
yet no p rfon can be laid to be immodeft who comes into it, 
becaufe it is agreeable to the cuftom of the times and coantries, 

3^. 610, &c. The eonchjicn of the book,'] I fhall lay toge- 
ther wha: I have further to obiervc on the conclufion of thij 
book : it is remarkable, that the Poet docs not amufe him- 
{L'lf in tlefcribing the prefent TcUrnachus received from Ncflor^ 
or the provlfions for the iourney, or even the journey itfelf 
at large ; he dilpatches the whole in a few lines very judici- 
ouily ; he carries his Hero diredlly XQ.Mmelausy who is to tu£«* 
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With hafty hand the ruling reins he drew: 
He laili'd the courfers, and the couifers flew. 
Beneath the bounding yoke alike they hdd * 
Their equal pace, and imok'd along the 
£eki. 615 

ni(h many incidents that contribute to the defign of the Pocm^ 
and pailes over other matters as unneceflaiy. 

We have likewife a piece of poeticsd Geography, juid 
learn that it is exactly two days journey from Pyli to Laie" 

This book takes up three days ; the firft is fpcnt in the in- 
quiries TtlcmaLhus makes of A'^^^r concerning Ulyjjts j the two . 
laft in the morning facrifice at Pyios, and in ihe journey of 
Telemachus to Laceclamon ; fo that five days h^ve now paffed" • 
fince the opening of the Poem. I have faid nothing about 
the facrifice, though it be the moft exa^ defcription of the 
facrifices, as praiS^ifed by the Ancients, perhaps extant in any 
Author I I reifer to the obfervations upon the firil book of the 

I would here remark that the three firft books are written 
with the* jutmoft fimplicity, there has been no room for fuch 

exalted ftrokes of Poetry as are to be found in the Jliad^ or 
in the future parts of the Od\JJ,y : but this is not ov\ina: to the 
decay of genius in Horner^ as fome Critic ks have affirmed, 
(who look upon the Odyjfy as bearing marks of his declining 
years) but to the nature of the fubjcdl. The characters of 
Achilles and lJh[ffi are both very great, but very different. The 
Ihad confifts of battles and a continual commotion ; the Odyf- 
fty in Patience and Widiiom : and confequendy the ftyle of 
the two Poems muft be as different as the charaflers of the 
two Heroes. A noble fountain of Poetry opens in the next 
book, and flows with an uninterrupted courfe almoft through 
the whole Odyjfsy. 

. • . 
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The tow IS of Pyloi fink, its views decay, 1 
Fields after fields fly ba^k, 'till dofe of day : > 
Then funk the Sun, and darkened all the way. J 

To Pbera now, Dwleus ftately feat, 
(Of Alpheui race) the weary youths retreat 62Q 
His houie affords the hofpltable. rite. 
And pleas'd they fleep (the bleiEng of the night.) 
But when Aurora^ daughter of the dawn^ 
With rofy luftre purpled o*er the lawns 
Again they mount, their journey to renew, 615 
And from the founding portico they flew. 
Along the waving fields their way they hold, 
The field3 receding as the chariot roU'd : 
Then flowly funk the ruddy globe of light, 
And o*erthe iliadedlandfcape r\iih*d the (iight.639 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The Conference with Menekus. 

^EL£MACHU9 t&7/i^ FiMiams .^irmwif^ ^ Sparta, 
** is bojpitahfy received hy Mcnclaus, fo wbm he relates 

the caufe of bis comings and learns from him many particu- 
lars of 'Ik; hat befd the Greeks fince the defirutiion of Troy, 
iwells more at large i^ou the Prophecies of Proteus to 
him in bis return^ from which he acquaints Telemachus, 

that Ulyilcs is detained in thejyiand of Calypfo. 

Jn the racafUime the Suitors ccnfult to defiroy Telema- 
chus in his voyage home. Penelope is apprized of this^ 
hut comforted in a dream by Pallas, in the Jhape of her 
Jifter I|)thima. 
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ODYSSEY. 

AN D now proud Sparia with their wheels 
refounds, 

Spartd whole walls a range of hlUs furrounds : 
At the fair dome the rapid labour ends ; 
Where iat AtriJes 'midft his bridal friends^ 

* Arijlotlc in his Poeticks reports, that certain ancient Cri- 
ticks reproached. Homer for an indecency in making TtUmachus 
take his abode with MenelauSy and not with his own grand£i^ 
tiiet Icarius : this Monfieur Dacier fufficiently anfwersy hf 
ihewing that Icarius had fettled hiinfe)f in Acmamoj and ptit^ 
in Lactdanm% 
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' With douUe vows invoking Hymeris pow*r, 5 
To bids his ions and daughters nuptial hour. ' 

5. — invoking Hymen*! pov/rJ] Aihenain ha$ been vcrjr 
fevere upon this paflage, Eujiathius obferves, and Daagr 
from Euftathius, 

Arijiarchm^ fays Athen^sus^ mifguidcs us, the words tof ^ 
^(x»rL'>1« led him into an crrour; whereas the marriage is 
compleated, the wedded couple gone away from Meneiaus^ 
and he and Helen at Lacedmmn, The five verfes, continues 
he, (the Hfteenth to the twentieth inclufively in the Greek) 
arc ^en from the tighteenth book of the Eiady and uiferted 
very hnproperly in place by Ari^ardmt, Atbauatt gives 
leveral reafims for his opinion^ as that mufidc and dancing 
were very contrary to the fevere manners of the Leeedamoni^ 
ans i befides the dance was a Cretan dance, how then could it 
be pradlifed among the Spartans f The Poet mentions neither 
the name of the Bard, nor one word of the fubjcct of the 
fongs : neither can the words f^^inii iix^fU; be applied at all 
to the Dancers, but to the Muficians ; and laftly, it is not to 
be imagined that Tdemacbm and P'tftflratus (hould be fo unpo- 
Kte, as not fo be at ail affeded with the muiick, had there 
.1>een any> and yet break out into fuch wonder at the fight of 
-the beauty of the Palace of Menelaus, AriJIarebm^ a4ds he, 
thought the defcription of the wedding of the ion and daugh- 
ter of a King was too meanly and concifely defcribed, and 
* therefore made this addition. 

But it is eafy to refute Athcna:us^ and vindicate Arijiarchus^ 
Athenaus undcrftood tr/^Tr! and in the wrong tenfc, they 
are of the impcrfetSl, he was fendin^^ or about to fend, and not 
had Jenty Sec. If the marriage had been abfolutely finiihed^ 
why fhould Minenm abient herfelf from Menelausy when the 
celebration of the nuptials is the only reaion 'of the abfence 
of that Godde6 } And as for muftck and dancing being con- ' 
trary to the fewrt muiners of the Lased^mmam^ diis is all 
conjedure: Menelaus lived more than three hundred years 
before Lycurgus i and becaufe fuch diveifions were forbid in 

I 
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. That day, to great AcbiUei ion rdign'd^ 
Hermione^ the faireft of her kind. 
Was fent to crown the long protracted joy» 
Elpous'd before the final doom of Troy : - 10 

Sparta in the days of Lymrgus^ muft it follow that they wen 
not uied in thofe of MauUm f And ihotild it be granted 
that mufick and dancing were not ufed in his times, might 

he not relax a little from the feverity of his times, upon 
fuch an occafion of joy as the marriage of a fon and daugh- 
ter ? I am fure thefe diverfions are not more contrary to the 
feverity of the Spnrtans^ than the magnificence of the Palace 
of Menelaus was to their fimplicity. But he does not name 
the Bard, or the fubje<£t of his fongs." But is this « 
yeafon why the verfes are fpurlous ? We ihould rather adn^re 
the judgment of the Poet» who having fo fair an. oj^xntimity 
to delcribe thefe nuptials, yet reje&s the temptation, difiniflet 
the whole in a few lines, and follows where his fubje£^ leads 
him. The objeAion about the dance being Cretan n not 
more valid : Menelaus (as we may learn from the preceding 
book) had been in Crete^ and might bring it thence to La^ 
cedainon. And as for the Criticifm upon i^u^x'^Puiy it is but a 
fallacy ; Cnfaubon has ftiewn beyond contradiction, that i^ai^u» 
is applied indi£Ferent]y to all thofe who give example to others ; 
and confequently may be applied to Dancers as well as Mu- 
ficians. It may be further added, that although it ihould be 
allowed that the word <i<^X^ ^ pniperly applied to mu. 
fick, yet in this place the word would not be improperly ap> * 
plied to dancers i for the dancers, without ufurping upon the 
province of the linger, might f«>xir?? ^ chufe thofe 

fongs, to which they^ defied to dance, as is the ulagc at 
this day. 

Diodorm is of opinion, that the whole twelve lines after 
the fecond to the fifteenth are not genuine j but what ha& 
heen faid of Atbeiueui^ may be applied to Diodtrus. 
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With fteeds and gilded cars, a gorgeous traii^ 
Attend the nymph to Pbtbia's. diftant reign« . 
Meanwhile at home^ to Megapmbei bed 
The virgin-choir AleSor% daughter led. 
Brave Megapentbes^ from a ftoFn amour 15 
.To great Atridei age his hand-maid bone : 
To Hekn^ bed the Gods alone alQgn 
Jhrmione^ t' extend the regal line % 
On whom a radiant pomp of Graces wait, 
Rcfembling Venm in attradive flate. 20 
While this gay friendly troop the King furround^ 
With feftival and mirth the roofe refound : 
A Bard amid the joyous drcle lings 
High airs, attemper'd to the vocal iixings^ 
Whilft warbUng to the varied flrain, advance 25 
Two fprightly youths tc form tlie bounding dance, 
^was then, that iiTuing thro' tlie palace gate 
The IjplencUd car roll'd flow in regal ftate : 
On the bright eminence young Nejlor flione. 
And faft befide him great lJl^J[ei fon: 30 
Grave Etmms faw the pomp appear. 
And fpeeding, thus addre&'d the royal ear. 
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Two youths approach, whofe femblant fea- 
tures prove * 
Thdr blood devolymg from the fooxct of Jove. 
^ due reception deign'd, or muft they bend 35: 
Their doubtful courfe to feek a diftant friend i ! 

Infenfate 1 (with Si figh the King replies) 

Too long, mir-judging, have I thought thee wife ; 

But fure jrdentlefs folly fteels thy breaft,. 

Obdurate to reje£l the ftranger-gueft ; . 40 

To thofe dear hofpitable rites a foe. 

Which in my wand'rings oft' relieved my woe : 

Fed by the bounty of anoth^'s bcard> 

'Till pitying Jove my native realm reftor'd — 

Straight be the couriers from the car releaft, 4; 

Conduct the . youths to grace the genial {^a&» 
« 

37. Menelaus blames Eteoneus.] This is the firfl ap- 
pearance of Menelaus ; and furcly nothing can more reconcile 
him to the favour of the fpe6tators, than thofe amiable co- 
lours in which the Poet paints him. There is an overflow 
of humanity and gratitude in his expreflions, like that o( 
fiido in Firgi/^ 

« Non tgnara mali miferis fuccurrere difco." 

They contain a fine piece of morality, and teach that thofe 
men are more tender-hearted and humane \\ ho have tdt the 
rcvcrfe of fortune, than thofe who have only lived in , a con^ 
ditioh of [frofperity* 
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The Sdiefchal rdmk'd in hafte withdrew 
With equal hafte a menial train purfue : . 
Part led the couriers, from tlie car enlarged. 
Each to a crib with choiceft grain furcharg'd ^ 50 
Part in a pmtico, profufely gracVI 
With rich magnificence, die chariot plac'd : 
Thm to the dome die friendly pair invite. 
Who eye the dazzling roo£i with vaft delight 1 
Refplendent as the blaze of fummer->noon, ' 55 
Or the pale radiance of the midnight mocm. 
From room,to room their eager view they bend > 
Thence to die bath, a beauteous pile, defcend 
Where a bright damfel-train attend the guefts 
With liquid odours, and embroider'd vefts. 60 
Refrefti'd, they wait them to the bowV of ftate, 
Where drcled with his Peers Afrides iat : 
Thron'd next the King, a fair attendant brings 
The pureft product of the cryftal fprings ; 
High cm a ma0y yafe of filver mold, 65 
The bumiih'd iaver.flames with folid gold : 
In folid gold the purple vintage flows, 
And on the board a fecond banquet rofe. 
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When thuf die King with hoipitable port ;r«*- 
Accept tills welcome to the Spartan court ^ yo^ 
The wafte of nature let the feaft repair. 
Then yoiu- hi^ lineage and your names declare i 
Say from what fcepter'd anceftry ye claim, 
Reoordfid cmbeat ia dcathlefs fame ? 

For vulgar parents caniwt (bmp dmr race 75 
With fignaturcs of fiich majeftick grate. 

Cealing, benevolent he ftraight affigns 
The royal portion of the choiceft chines 
To each accepted friend : with grateful hafte 
^They fliarc the honours of the rich repaft. 80. 
Suffic'd, foft-wliifpering thus to Nefior s 6)n, 
His head reclined, young Itbacus begun, 
^ Vicw'ft thou unmov'd, O ever-honour^ moft I 
Th^ prodigies of art, and wond rous coft { 
Above, beneath, around the Palace fhincs 85 
The fumlels treafure of exhaufted mines : 

3^. 81. Soft'whifpering thus to Neflor'j fon.] This may be 
thought a circumftancc of no importance, and very trivial ijt 
Telemachus ; but it (hews his addrefs and decency : he whif- 
pcrs, to avoid the appearance of a flatterer, or to conosal hi» * 
own inexperience, in ihewing too much furprife at the maee* 
^i^eoce of the Palace of MeneloMt, EuJImbm. 
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The fpoils of dephantui the roofstinla^. 
And ftudded amber darts a golden ray : 
Sucb> and not nobkr, in the reahns above 
My Wonder di&ates is the dome of Ji0^. go 
The Monarch took the word^ and grave reply 'd« 
Prefumptuous are the vaunts, and vain the pride 
Of man, who dares in pomp with Jove conteft, 
Unchang'd, immoital, and fupremely bleft ! 
With all my affluence when my woes are welgh'd. 
Envy will own, the purchafe dearly paid. 96 

' f.gi. The Monarch took the word^ &c.] The ancients, fays 
EuJJath'uiiy obferve the prudence of Mcnelaus^ in his reply to 
TeUmacbus 5 arnl the prudence of TeUmachus in his behaviour 
to Mentlaus: Memlaus denies not his riches and magmficence^ 
but to take off die envy which they might attract, he throwa 
the calamities he has undergone into the contrary fcale, ancF 
balances his felicity with his misfortunes : and Tilemacbus com- 
ing into the Palace at the time of an entertainment, chufes 
to fatisfy his curiofity rather than his appetite. Plutarch^ I 
confefs, condemns Tclernachm of inexperience ; who when he 
law the Palace of Nejior furniflied only with things ufeful to 
life, as beds, tables, ^V. is feized with no admiration i but 
the fuperfluities of Memlaus^ his ivory, amber and gold, ^c, 
carry him into tranfports : whereas a Sccrates or a Diogenes 
would have exclaimed. What heaps of vanities have 1 beheld ! 
It is true, fuch a judgment might become Philofophers } but 
who« as Dader obferves.' can think thb charader of a SocrOts 
or a Diogiju^ fuitable to young Telemacbus f What is decent 
in a Prince, and a young man, would ill become the gravity 
and wifdom oi' a Philofuphcr. 
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For eight flowr^cling years by tempeft toft. 
From, Cyprus to the far Pbmician coaft^ 
(SiJon the Capital) I ftretch*d my toil 
Thro' regions fatten'd with the flows of Niki, 100 
Next, Mtbiopid^ utmoft bound explore. 
And the parch'd borders of th' Arabian ihore : 
Then warp my voyage on the fouthern gales, 
O er the warm Libyan wave to Ipread my fails : 
That happy clime ! where each revolving year i o jj 
iThe teeming ewes SL triple bfist)ring bear s 

I00« Tbro*. regions fattened with, tbt fiffws of '^iXe^ 
Nhttf Ethiopia, Vr.] 

The words are in the original A*yinrlws kraXKQu;, others read them 
AiyuwlHtK i^uif ffotn their veracity in oracles, for which they 
were very famous ; and indeed the word is not necef- 

fary, it being uTed in the veiy fame ientence, though it tnuft 
he Gon(efled fuch repetitions are frequent in Homer, • There Is 
alfo a different reading of the word I|p4<^iir; fome have it ^f«N<(» 
or Bkeh ; others^ tMiiq 'Afi&m n ; but the common reding 
IS thought the beft. The Ermhi are the Arabian Troglodytes* 
Strabo informs us, that in former ageS the bounds of the 
th'tGpians lay near to Thebes in Mgypt^ fo that Menelaus travel- 
ling to Thebes^ might with cafe vifit the /Ethiopians, Others 
have without any foundation imagined that he pafTod the 
freights of Gibraltar^ and failed to the India, Sidon is the 
capital of the PhcenidaHs* Euftathius, 

f, 105. — — ~ where each revolving year 
The Uitning evtesp &c.J ' 

Vol- I* o 
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Aiid two fair crefcents of tranflucent-horn 
The brows of aU their young increafe adorn : 
The (hepherd fwans widi fure abundance Ueft, 
Cki the fat flock and rural dainties feaftf iici^ 
Nor want of herbage makes the dairy §9il. 
But every ieafoa fiUs the foanung pail. 
Whilft heaping unwi&'d weaUth, I diftant i;oam ^ 
The beft of brothers^ at his natal homei 

Thefe iheep, as defcribed by Mmer^ may be thought the* 
.creation of the Poet, suid not the^prodit^ioit of nature : but 
Her0dotus\ fays Euftathius^ writes^ that in S^bsa the oxen 
have no horns durough the extremity of the cold : he quote* 
Ms very verfe, rightly indmating^ adds Htrod^Hu^ that vet 
hot regions the horm of cattle fhoot very fpeedily. Arifiotle 
directly alTerts, that in Libya the young ones of horned cattle 
have horns immediately after they are brought into the world. 
So that Arijhtle and Herodotus vindicate Homer, The Poet 
adds, that the flicep breed three times in the year ; thefe words 
may have a difierent interpretation} and imply that they breed 
m three feafoas of the year, and not only in the ^ring» ^ 
in other countries ^ or that the iheep have, at once three 
lambs but the firft is the better interpretation. Atbenaus 
upon Uiis paiTage writes^ 4at there are things in ether coua- 
^es np le^ ftrano^e than what Hmir relates of thefe iheep of 
Libya, Thus VRisufitama, a country of Spain, now Portugal^ 
there is a wonderful fruitfulnefs in all cattle, by rcafon of the 
. excellent temper of the air ; the fruits there never rot, and 
the rofes, violets and afparagus, never fail above three months 
in the year* Eiyiathiusm 

f. 1 14. Thi hejl of hf others^ 

■ . ^ a iralireji wife,} 
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jBy tiie dii^ Auy of a traitre& iN4fe> 115 
Ends the iad evatung of a ilormy life: 
Whence with inGeflant grief^ my ^ul zpitiof^ 
Thefe riches are pofleis'd, but not enjoy'd 1 
My wars, the copoous them^ of ev'ry tonguei 
To yoUy your fathers have recorded long ; lao 

Mnd^ neither mentions Ag mimmn^ Chfiemn^a^ tior ^« 
guftbus tij name^ a juft indignation and jrefentmeBt is the 00- 
bafion of his fuppre^ng the names of CItfimmfira and JEgf/lhuSk 
ilirough the whole ISad Mentkm is' deferibed as a very af- 
fectionate brother, and the love he bears Jgamefnnon is the 
rcafon why he pafTes by his name in filence. We fee that hc 
difpatches the whole in one verfe and a half ; Nejior had told 
the ftory pretty largely in the preceding book, and as he was 
a perfon lefs nearly concerned, might fpeak of it with mori 
eafe and better temper than Menelaus ; the Poet avoids a need- 
leis repetition, and a repetition too of a ftory univerfally known 
to all the Gneit* 'The death of Jgamimmn is diftribated' into 
ibur phces in the Odxffey; Neft9r^ Mpuhm^ Pnhust afid tbs 
fliade ef Agammnm m the eleventh book, all relate it, ami 
fevery one very properly. Proteus as a prophet more fully than 
Neflor and Menelaus^ and Agamemnon more fully than ihem 
all, as being beft acquainted with it. Eu/fathius, 

f. 119. My wars ^ the copious theme^ &c.] In the original 
Menelaus fays, / have deftroyed a houfe^ &c. There is an am* 
biguity in the exprelHon, as Euftetthius obferves : for it may 
either fignify the houfe of Priam, or his own in Argot \Vt \t 
be underftoed of his own, then the meaning is, I hare 
^< indeed great wealth, but have purchafed it with the lofs of' 
my people ; I could be content with the third part of it, if 
*• I could reftorc thofe to life who have periftled before Troy.**' 
' If it be underftood of the kingdom of Priam^ the re^j-et he 
ihews will ilill appear the greater. He is enumerating his 

O a 
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How fovVing hcav'n repaid my glorious toils 
With a fadc'd Palace, and barbarick fpoils. 
Oh 1 had the Gods (o large a boon deny'd^ 
And Life, the juft equivalent, fupply 'd 1 24 
To thofe brave warriours, who with glory fir'd, 
Far from their country in my caufe expired ! 
Still in ihort intervals of pleaiing woe. 
Regardful of the friendly dues I owe, 
I to the glorious dead, for ever dear ! 
Indulge the tribute of a grateful tear. 130 
But oh ! Vlyjes — deeper than the reft 
That {kd idea woimds my anxious breaft 1 

domeftick happlnefs, and his foreigil coiic)ueft of Troy ; but 
lie throws the deftrudlion of ib many brave men who fell be- 
fore it, in the contrary fcale^ and it fo far outweighs both 
his wealth and his glory, that they both are joylefs to him^ 
Either of'thefe interpretations (hew an excellent temper of , ' 
humanity in Menelam^ who thinks the efFufion of blood too 
dear a price for glory. At the fame time the Poet gives an 
admirable piiSlure of human nature, which is reftlefs in the 
purfuit of what it mifcalls happinefs, and when in pofleffion 
of it, negle£ts it. But the difquiet pf Menelaus arifes not 
from inconftancy of temper, but wifdom^ it ihews that all 
iiappineis is unfatisfadory. 

f, 131. But oh! Ulyfles — ffTf.] It is with admirable ad- 
dreis that the Poet falls into his (iibjed: it is art, but it feemt 
to be nature : thb conduffc has a double effe&, it takes:awaiy 
all fttfpicion of flattery, fx Mmkui is ignorant that per-^ - 
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My he^ blee4s frefh with agnoizing pain ; 
The bowl, and tafteful viands tempt in vain. 
Nor deep's foft pow'r pan cLofe my ftreanung 

When imaged to my foul his forrows ri&. 
No peril in my caufe he ceas'd to prove^ . 
His labour^ equail'd only by my love : 
i^d both alike to bitter fortune born» 
For him, .to fufFer, and for. me to mourn ! 140 . 
Whether he wanders on fome friendly coaft, 
Or.glides in Sty§ian ^Ipom a penfiv^ ghoft, 
Nq fame reveals ; but doubtfql of his doom^ 
His good old Sire with ibrrow to the tomb 
Declines his trembling fteps; untimely care 145 
Wither^ the blooming vigour of his heir i 

fon with whom he difcourfes is TelmacbAs ; this gives him a 

manifeft evidence of the love he bears to Ulyjfes ; the young 
man could not but be plcafcd with the praife of his father, 
and with the fincerity of it. It is alfo obferyable, that Mene^ 
lam builds his friendfliip for Vlyjjes upon a noble foundation ; 
I mean the fufFerings which IJlyffei underwent for bi^ friend ; 
Mtnekus aicribes not their afFe<^on to any familiarity or in- 
tercourfe of entertainments, but to a more iincere caufe, to 
the hazards which brave men undertake for a friend^ la 
fliort, the friendfhip of Mntelaiu ^Ulxffef Is the frieqdibip 
Qf Heroes. EuJiatUus^ 



^^^ HOMER'S ODYfiSBV. Book |t« 

And the cbafte partner of his bed and throne^^ 
Waftes all her widow'4 hours in tender moan, 

WUk th^ pathetick to the Prince he fpoke : 
Fran the brave youtli ilx^ainjn|g paflion 
broke; 159 
Studious to veil the grief, in vam repreflr, ' 
^s face he fiirouded with his purple veft : 
The confcious Monarch pierc'd the coy di%uife, 
A^d view'd his filial Ipve with vaft furprife : 
Dubious tp preis th^ tender theine> or 151 
To hear the youth epquire his faUier s fate. 

In this fulpenfe bright Helen gr^c^d tlie room \ 
Before her breath'd a gale of rich perfum?, 

157. — - — — — bright Hdcn grac'd the rcom.] Me- 
nelaus conjedured that the perfon he had entertained was the 
ion of yiyjfi^h i^ojn the tears he fhed at the napie of his fa- 
ther, and from the refemblance there was betwee;a Uly^jles and 
- Teltmacbus ; it might therefore l|ay« been expctSled that 
mhus ftiould hppfiedimtejy bai^e fu:knowledg^ Tdtmchm^ and 
fiot delayed a full diicovery one ino|ne|it,- out of regard tp his 
aibfent friend ; but Sienekus defers it upon a two-fold account^ 
to give fpme timp to Televtaehus to indulge his forrow for hi| 
father, a|id recover himfelf from it, and alfo to avoid tbe re- 
petition of a difcovery upon the appearance of Heletty whq 
^ould be curious to know the condition of the ftrangers. 

It may be neceflary to fay fomething concerning Helen^ that 
fatal t>eau(jr tha( engage^ Gum and Jlfia ui arois y ilie drawi^ 
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So moves, ^uiom'd vnih eadi attra^ve grace. 

The feat of i^ajefty Adr^ brin|^ 

With art illaftrious, for the pomp of Kings. 

To ipread the pall (beneadi the regal chair) 

Of foftdi woofy is hrigk: Mci^\ care. 

A iilver canifter (hviaely wrought^ 265 

In her &>ft hands the beauteous Fb^k brought ; 

To Spartan Queen of old the radiant vafe 

Akandra gave, a pledge of royal grace : 

in the fame colours in the Odyjffey as in the Iliad ; it is a vicious 
/chara<3er, but the colours are fo admirably foftened by the 
of the Poet, tha( we pardon her infidelity. Memlaus is 
an uncommon inftance of conjugal aiFe^Uon, he foigtves a 
wife who had^been ^fe to him, and receives her into a full 
degree of ^rour^ But ptehaps the Reader might have been 
ihocked at it, and prejudiced againft HtUn as a pedbn that, 
ought to be forgot, or have her name only mentioned to dif^ 
grace it : the Poet therefore, to reconcile her to his Reader, 
brings her in as a penitent, condemning her own infidelity in 
very ftrong expreffions ; fhe (bevy's true modcfty, when £he. 
calls herfelf impudent, and by this condudi we are inclined^ 
like MenelauSy to forgive her. 

161, &c. Adrafle, Aldppe, Helcn'i Maids.} It has 
been obferved, that Helen has not the fame attendants in the 
Oi^S^ as file had in the AW; they peihaps might be 7r^«ifx^ 
and confequently be left in their own country: or rather. It 
was an ad of prudence ia Mtnekm^ not to fiiftr tfaofe fer- 
vants about her who had been her attendants and confident 
Ui her infidelity, Enjiatiniu. 

O 4 
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174 HOMER'S ODYSSEY. Book iv^ 
For Po^^x her Lord, (whofe ibv'reign fway 
The wealthy tribes of Pbarian ^bekes obey) 1 70 
When to that court Atrides came, careft , 
With vaft munificence th' imperial gueft : 
Two lavers from the richeft ore refin'd, . « 
With filver tripods, the kind hoft affigndj 
And bounteous, from the royal treafure told 175 . 
• Ten equal talents of refulgent gold. 
jlkandra^ confbrt of his high command, 
A golden diftaff gave to Helens hand ; 
Andthat rich vafe, with living fculpturc wrought, 
^Which heap'd with wool the beauteous Pbyh 
brought: 180 
The iilken fleece impurprd for the loom, 
Ilival'4 the hyacintli in vernal bloom. 
The fovereign fe^t then ^w^-born Helen prefs'd. 
And pleafmg thus her fcepter'd Lord addiefe'd. 

> 

Who grace our palace npw, that friendly 
pair, ' ^85 

Speak they their lineage, or theh names declare ? 
Uncertain of the truth, yet uncontroU'd 
Jfear n^e the bjodings of my breaft unfold. 
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With wonder wrapt> on yonder cheek I trace 
The feature of the race : 190 

Pifius'd o'er each refembling line appear. 
In jufl: fimilitude, the grace and air 
Of young T'eUmachus ! the Igvcly boy. 
Who blels'd Ulyjfes with a father s joy, 
What-time th^ Greeks combined their focial 
arms, 195 
T* avenge the ftain of my lU-fjEited charms ! 

Juft is thy thought^ the King aflendng cries, 
Methinks Vfyjfes ftrikes my wondering eyes : 
Full ihines the father in the filial frame. 
His port, his features, and his (hape the fame : 200 
Such quick regards his iparkUng eyes bellow i 
3uch wavy ringlets o'er his ihoulders flow 1 

192. — — — the grace and atr 
Of pung Telemachus I J 

It may feem ftrange that Helen fhould at firft view recollc6t 
the features of Ulyffes in Telemachus ; and that Menelausy who 
was better acquainted with him, and his conflant friend, 
^buld not make the fame obijurvation. But Atbenaus^ to re- 
concile this to probability, fays, that women are curious and 
iktlful obfervers of the likenefs of children to parents, for one 
particular reaibn, that they may, upon, finding any diffimili- 
(ifde, have the pleafure of hinting at the unchaftity of others, 
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And when bf imrd the long diiaftrous floie 
Of cares, which ia my caufe Vij^n bmi 
]>Umay'd» hc^-wouiicled wkb patcoial woei^ M| 

Above reftramt the tide of ibnrow rofe: 
Oiutious to let the guihiog |^ief appear* 
j^s purple garment veiled the faUmg teafi. 

Sep there co^eA^ Pi/i^rati^ replies* 
The genuine worth of Itbofus the wife 1 2 iq 
Of that beroick fire Ae youth is ^nmg. 
But inodcfl awe hslltclwn'd his tiin'nms tongue. 
Thy voice, OiUi^! With fdeas'diMm^ beard, 
Js like the di^laies of a God Fe?er'd» 
With him 9t N^m^s high command I came, 215 
Whoie age I Itonow with a parent's namet 
3y adverfe deitiny coniiraia'd to fue 
For cpunfel and redreiis* he fues to you. 
Whatever ill the friendlefs orphan bears* 
Bereav'd of parents in his infant yeais, 
Still muft the wrong'd T^dcmachui fuftain, 
}ji hopefbl of your ud, he hopes in Tain : 
Affianc'd in your friendly pow'r alone* 
The youth wou'd vindicate the vacsmt tbrqne^ 
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Xs S fart a bleft^ and thefe defiruig eyes 225 
View my fneiHTa fon ? (the King pxqlting cries) 
San of my friend, by gbrious ^ib ^ppiw^l, 
Whofe fwcnrd was &cred to the inan he lpv*d: 
Mirrowofconfbirit faith, rever'd, andiQaum'4 
When ^rgy was ruin'd, ha4 the chkf retani*d» 230 
No Greek an equal, ipace h^d e'er poQeft, 
Of dear a^ection, in my grateful breaft. 
J, to confi^iii> the mutual joys fti^'d, 
For h;s abo^e a Capital prepar'd 
jlrgos the feat of fovereign rule I chofe j ^35 
f'air i|i the plan the future palace rofe, 
Where my XJfyffes and his race might reign, 
. And pprtion to Im tribes the wi4e domoiii. 
To liiem my y^iffiils had refign'd a ioil, 
Witt^ teenuDg plenty to reward their toil. 240 
There with cpmm^tual zeal we both had ilrov^ 
|n afis pf benfvplencdi an4 love : 

234. Fir hh cbfidi a Capital prtpar'dJ] The Poet puts 
tbefe words in the mouth of Mmekusy to exprefs the ^Mttktf 
his frtcndihip fip Vi^i he intsAdcd him all advantage^ 
and no dctrinent : we muft thtrcfoie conclude, that V^gk 
WM ftUl to ntatn his ibvereignty over Itbaca^ and oi^ re* 
move to Arg9ii live ifi^ & finccff a 6ieiid at Mtrntkm^ 
fuftatbiusn 
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Brothers in peace, not rivak in conimand» 

And death alone diilblv'd th^ friendly ))and ! 

Some envious pow'r the bliisful icene defhx>ys ; 

Vam£h*d are all the vilionary joys : 946 

The foul of friendihip to i^iy hope is loft. 

Fated to wander from his iiatal coaft ! 

' He ceaj'd > a guft of grief began to rife ; 

Faft ftrcams a tide from b<Kauteous Helena eyes 

Faft for the Sire the filial forrows flow j 351 

* 

I'hc weeping Monarch fwells the mighty woe ; 
Thy cheeks, Pijijiratus^ the tears bedew;, • 
While pi£lur'd to thy mind appear'd in view 

3^. 249, — — — guft tf grief began U rife^ &c.] It has 
been obferved throu^ the lliad^ and may be obferved throtigti 
the whole Od^iffiy^ that it was not a dl (grace to the grcateft 
Heroes to ihed tears $ and indeed I cannot (ee why it fhould 

be an honour to any man, to be able to diveft himfelf of hu- 
man nature fo far as to appear iiirciifiblc upon the moft affect- 
ing occafions. No man is born a Stoick : it is art, not na-r 
ture ; tears are onlv n fhame, wlu^n the caufe from whence 
they flow is mean or vicious. Here Menclaus laments a friendj| 
Telemachtis a father, Pljtflratm a brother : but from what caufe 
arife the tears of Helen ? It is to be remembered that Helen is 
drawn in the fofteft colours in the 0^e}\ the character of 
the adultrefs is loft in that of the penitent : the name of Vhjiffei 
throws her into tears, becaufe (he is the occafion of all tho 
fufferings of that brave man ; the Poet makes her the firft X\ 
fprroW} a? ihe 14 the C4ufe of ^1 tl^eir tears, 
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Thy martial * Brother : on the Phrygian plain 2 5 5 
Extended pale, by fwarthy Memnon flain I 
But filence foon the fon of Nejlor broke. 
And melting witli fraternal pity fpoke. 

Frequent, O King, was ISeJlor wont to raife 
And charm attention with thy copious praife : 260 
To crown thy various gifts, the fage aflign*d 
The glory of a firm capacious mind : 
With that fiiperiour attribute controul 
This unavailing impotence of foul. 
Let not your roof with echoing grief refound, 265 
Now for the feait the friendly bowl is crown'd : 

* Antikdm* 

265. Let not your roof zvith echoing grief refund. 
Now for the feaji, the friendly bowl is £rown'd,} 

It may be afked why forrow for the dead ihould be more un« 
feafonable in the evening than the morning? Eufiathius an- 
<wers, left others fhould look upon our evening tears as the 
effect of wine, and not of love to the dead. 

Litempeilivus venit mtfc pocula Betus, 
Nec lacrymas dulci fas eft mifcere fidemo." 

I fancy there may be a more rational account givTn of this 
expreflion ; the time of feafting vi^as ever looked upon as a 
time of joy. and thankfgiving to the Gods j it bore a religious 
veneration among the Ancients, and confequently to fhed 
tears when they Ihould exprefs their gratitude to the Gods 
with j)9y,' was-efteemed a profanation. 
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But when from dewy fhade emergiDg bright;^ 
jdurora {iicaks the Iky with orient lights 
Let each deplore his dead : the rites of woe 
Are all, alas ! the living can beftow : ayo 
0*er the congenial diift injoin'd to fhear 
The graceful curl, and drop the tender tear. 
Then mingling in the fnournful pomp with you^ 
I'll pay my brother's g^ioft a warriour's dae^ 
And mourn tha brave Afaihcints^ a naiM 275 
Not unrecorded in the roUi of fame : 
With fbrength and fpeed liiperiour form'dj in fighl 
To face the foe, or intercqst his flight : 
Too early fiiatch'd by fate ere known to me ! 
I boaft a witneis of his worth in thee. 280 
Young and mature ! the Monarch thus rejoinsi 
In thee renew'd the foul of Nejior ftiines : 
Form'd by the care of that confummate lage. 
In early bloom an Oracle of age. 
Whene'er his influence Jove vouchfafes to fhowV 
To blefs die natal, and the nuptial houri 286 
Fr(»n the great fire tran(inifiive to the race^ 
The boon devolving f^ves diAinguiflx'd grace. 
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Sxxb, happy N^fiirt was thy glorious doom ; 
Around iJm full of years^. thy d&pring bloom. 
Expert oi anns» and prudent in debatei 291 
The gifts of heaven to guard thy hoary ftate. 
But now let each becalm his troubled breaft, 
Wafh, and partake ibrene the friendly feaft. 
To move thy fuitj l^ekmacbus^ delay, 29 j 
Till heav n's revolving lamp reftorcs the day. 

■ 

He faki, ^&i//a» fwift die kvcr brings > 
Alternate all partake die grateful ^jprings: 
Then from die rites of purity repiSr, 
And with keen guft the iav'ry viands (hare. 30a 
Meantime wilh genial )oy to warm the ioul^ 
Bright Ikkn mix'd a mkth-in^iring bowl s 

30a* Bright Helen mrV a mrtb4$^fhu^ iml, kcJf 
The Gonjediues about this cordial of Hdm have Bceft almoft 
lififiite. Some; take N^mtka allegoricaDf, to fignify Hif' 
' tory, Mufidc or Philoibphy. Pbaarch in firft of the Sym- 
fofiach affirms it to be, difcourfc well fuiting the prcfent paf^ 
£ons and conditions of the hearers. Macrobius is of the fame 
opinion, DelininuJitum illud quod Helena vino mifcuit^ non herba 
fuit^ non ex India fuccm^ fed narrandi opportunitas^ qua hofpitem 
mmroris obHtum fiixii adgaudium. What gave a foundation t» 
this fiiftion of Horner^ as Datier obferves, might be this. Di$^ 
4orm writes lhat in MgypU ^ chiefly at HeBtpoHs^ the fmm 
iitttb UmkUf vdiere A^ntlam ifljoiirned» as has been already 
<fcfavtdj> dm livod wooMa who boaAed gf cotain potionsy 
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Tempcr'd with drugs df fov'reign ufe, f affu^g^ 
The boiling bofom of tumultuous rage ; 

iVhich not oiily mwit th^ unfortunate ftuget all their calami^ 
ties, but drove away the moft violent Tallies of grief or anger. 
Eufibm diredly affirms^ that even in his time the women 
of Diofpolis were able to cakn die rage of grief or anger by 
certain potions. Now whether this be truth or fiftion, it 
fully vindicates Horner^ finCe a Poet may make ufe of a pre- 
vailing, though falle opinion. 

Milton mentions this Nepenthes in his exceUent Mafque of 
Comus. 

— — — Behold this cordial Julep here. 
That flames and dances in his cryftal bounds! 
Not that Nepenthes which the wife of Tbom 
In Mgypt gave to Jove hom Helena^ 
Is of fuch powV as this to itir up joy. 
To life fo friendly, or fo cool to thirft^ 

But that there may be fomething mpre than ii£lion In this h 
very probable» iince the /Egyptians were fa notoriouily ikille<j 
in phyfick ; and particularly iince this very ^Tbon^ or Thmt^ 
or Tbim^ is reported the Ancients to have been the inven- 
tor of phyfick among the Mgyptiam, The defeription of this 
'ifepmhes agrees admirably with wliafwe know df the quali* 
ties and effects of Opium, ' 

* It is further faid of Thon, that he was King of Canopus^ and 
entertained Memlam hofpitably before he had feen Helen ; 
but fifterwards falling in love with her, and offering violence, 
he was flain by Menelaus. From his name the Mgyptians gave 
the name of Tboth to the firft month of their year, and alio 
to a city the name of Thonis, MUan writes, that Menelaus^ 
when he travelled to the Mthiopiansy committed Helen to the' 
protedion of Thorns i that (he fell in love with him, tbtci'i^ 
tbrnna growing jealous confined her to the Ubndof Fham^ 
but gave her an herb to preierve her from the poifon of icr-" 
pents, there frequent, which from Helm was called HtkmwUM 
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■ 

To dear the doudy front of wiinkled Care> 305 
And dry the tearful fluices of Dei^ir : 
Charm'd with that virtuous draught, th' exalted 
nund 

All icnfe of. woe delivers to the wind. 
Tho' on the blazing pile his parent lay. 
Or a lov'd brother groan'd his life away, 310 
Or darling fon, opprefs'd by ruffian-force. 
Fell breatlilefs at his feet, a mangled corfe ; . 
From mom to eve, impaflive and ferene. 
The man entranced would view the deathful fcene* 
Thelfi drugs, lb friendly to the joys of life, 315 
Bright Helen learned from imperial wife i , 

Who fway 'd the fcepter, where proliiidc Nik 
With various fimples doth^ the fat ned foil. 

Strabo writes, that at Campus^ on the mouth of the Nile^ 
there ftands a city named Thcnies^ from King Thctiii^ who re-. ^ 
ceivcd Helen and Ademlaus. Herodotus relates, that Thonis was 
Governour of Canopus^ that he reprefented the injury which 
Paris had done to Meneiaiu^ to Proteus who feigned in Mem^ 
phis, Eujiathius, ' ^ , 

This laft remark from Herodotus Is fufficient to fhew, that 
Homer is not fo fiditious as is generally imagined, that there 
really was a King named Proteus^ that the Poet builds his 
fables^upon tr^ith, and that it was truth that originally deter* 
mined Homer to introduce Proteus into his Poetry j but I in- 
tend to explain this mors largely in the flory of Prdteus, 
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With wholefome herbage mix'd, the direful bane 
Of vegetable venom, taints the plain s 320 
From Paon fprung, their patron-god imparts 
To all thc^Pbanan race his healing arts. 
The bev'rage now prepaid t' ii^ire tibc ftaft. 
The circle thus the beauteous Queen addi^ 

Thron'd in omnipotence, fupremeft yave 325 
Tempers the fates (tf human race above ; 
By the firm fanftion of his fov^rdgn wiU, 
Alternate are decreed our good and ill. 
To feaflful mirth be this vsrhite hour dSigiid, 
And fweet difcouife, the banquet of the mind. 330 
Myfelf aflifting in the focial joy. 
Will tell Ulji/^s bold exploit in Troj : 
Sde witnefs of the deed I now declare j 
Speak you (v^o &w) his wonder in the war. 

ir. 331. Myfelf 

mil UU UJyffes' bald exploit ] 

What ts here related fliews die neceffity of the introdudiMi 

of Heleriy and the life the Poet makes of it : fhe i« not brought 

in merely as a muta perfona^ to fill up the number of perfons; 
but {he relates feveral incidents, in which fhe herfelf was con- 
cerned, and which fhe could onlv know; and confecucntlv 
not only diveriiiies, but carries on the defigxi of the itory^ 
Eujiatlms^ 
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Seam'd o'er with wounds, which hi$ own ia^ 
bregave, 335^ 
In the vile habit of a village-flave, 

f» 335* SeanCd o'er with wounds^ &;c.] The Poet hefe (hewa 
his judgment in paffing^over taiaiiy inftances of tibe fu^ruigs 
of Uijijfes^ and relating f his piece of condu£l, not mentioned 
hf any other Attthor* The art of in CKtricathig him^ 
felf from difficulties is laid down as the ground-work of the 
Poem, he is woX^tt^, and this is an excellent example of it. 
This further (hews the neceflity of the appearance of Helen ^ 
no other perfon being acquainted with the ftory. If this 
ftratagem be not a reality, yet it bears the refemblance of it; 
and Megahyfus the Per/tan (as Eujiathius obferves) pra^ifed it^ 
as we learn from hiftory. We may reafonably conje<^ure 
that Ulj£is was committed to Hileny in hopes that he would 
diicover the aiFairs of the army more freely to her than any 
other perlbn j ' for what could be more agreeable to a Gred^ 
than to be committed to the care of a Greeks as Viyffes was 
to Helen? 3y the fame conduA the Poet raUes the diarafier 
of Helen^ by making her fliew her repentance by an a<^ of 
generofity to her countrj'man. The original fays fhe gave an 
oath to VlyJJes not to difcover him before he was in fafety in 
the Grecian army ; now this does not imply that fhe ever dif. 
covered to the Trojans that VlyJJes had entered Troy: the coi)-* 
trary opinion is moft probable j for it cannot be imagined 
but all Trej mv& have been Incenfcd greatly againil heo had 
they known that (he had concealed one of their mortal ene* 
mies» and difmifled him in fafety : it was fufficient for Uljijjis 
to take her oath that ihe would not diicover him, till he waa 
in fecurity : he left her future conduct to her own difcre- 
tion. It is probable that fhe furnifhed Ulyjles with a Iword, 
for in his return he flew many Trojans: he c.'.n:e to y, ob- 
ferves Eujiathius, in rags, and like a flave ; and to have con- 
cealed a fword, would have endangered his life upon a difcQ- 
very of it, and given itrong, fui'picions of an impgilor. ^ 
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The foe deceived, he pa&'d the tented plain. 
In to mingle with the hoftile train. 
In this attire fecure from fearching eyes, 

9 

Till haply piercing thio' the dark diiguife 340 
The Chief I chalkng'd 3 he, whofe praftis'd wit 
Knew all the ferpent-mazes of decdt. 
Eludes my (earch : but when his form I viewed 
Frefh from the bath with fragrant oils xenew'd. 
His limbs in military purple drefi'd ; 345 
Each brightning grace the genuine Greek con- 
fefe'd. 

A previous pledge of facred faith obtained, 
, 'Till he the lines and Arghe fleet regained. 
To keep liis Hay conceard ^ die chief declar'd 
The plans of war againfl the town prepared. 350 
Exploring then the fecrets of the ftate. 
He learned what beft might ui ge the Dardan fate: 

351. Explorirg the?! the fecrets of the Jlate,1 The word 
is here ufcd in a large fenfe : it takes in all the obfer» 
vatlons Uhjfes made during his continuance in Troy^ it takes 
in the deiigns and counfels of the enemy, his meafuring the 
gates, the height of the walls, the eafieft place for an aflault 
or amhufh, the taking away die Palladu or whatever efie 
a wife man may be fuppofed to obfervc, or ad, in exccutioft 
€if fuch a ftiittageni. Eujlathiui. • ' 
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And fafe returning to the Grecian hoft. 
Sent many a fliade to Pluto % dreary ooaft. 
Loud grief reibunded thro' the tow'rs of 7* 355 
But my pleas'd bofom glow'd with lecret joy : 
For, then with dire reroorfe, and copfcious 
lhame/ 

I viewed th* eifeiSls of that diiaftrous flame. 
Which kindled by th* imperious Queen of love, 
Conflrain'd me from my native realm to rove: 360 
And oft in bitternefs of foul deplpr'd 
My abfent Daughter, and my dearer L*ord ^ 
Admir'd among the firft of human race, 
For.ev'ry gift of mind, and manly grace, 

357* ^<"* ^^^^ ^^'^^ ^^^^ remorfi^ &c.] The conclufion 
of this fpeech is very artful : Helen afcribes her fed uclion to 
Fenus, and mentions nothinp^ of Pans. Inftead of naming 
Trey^ (he conceals it, and only fays flic was carried thither, 
leaving Troy to the imagination of Memlaus j fhe fuffers not 
herfdf to mention names fo odious pow to kerfelf, and ever to 
Memlaus as Park and Tny* She compliments Menelaus vtry 
handfomely, and fays, that he wanted no accdmplifhment 
either in mind or body : it being the nature of man not to 
rdent the injuries of a wife fo much upon the account of her 
being corrupted, but of the preference (he gives' to another 
perfon ; he looks upon fuch a preference as tlie moft alFediing 
j)art of the iiijury. Eujkthius, 
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Right w^, reply the King, your fpeechdi^. 
plays 365 

The matchleis meiit of the chief you praife : 
Heroes in various climes myfelf have found. 
For raaitial deeds, and depth of thought rc- 

nown'd ; 

« 

But Ithacusy unrivaFd in his claim, 
May boaft a title tb loudeft fame ; 370 
In battle cabii^ he guides die rapid ftorm, - 
Wife to refotve, tod patient to perform. 
What wond'rous oonduA. in the chief ap« 
pear'd. 

When the vaft fakick of th^ Steed we rear'd V 

365. Mcnclaus'j anfwcr.'] The judgment of the Poet 
in continuing the ftory concerning UlyJJh is not obfervedby 
any Commentator, ^^^yjps is the chief Hero of the Poem, 
every thing fliould have a reference to him, othcrwife the 
narration iUnds flill without any advance towards the con- 
clufion of it. The Poet therefore to keep Uly/fes in our 
minds, dwells upon his fufFerings and adventures : he fup- 
plies hb not appearing in the prefent fcene of a£Hon, by fet- 
ting his chara^er before us, and continually forcing his pru* 
dence, patience, and valour upon our obfervation. He u(es 
the fame art and judgment with relation to AchtUes fn the 
Iliad : the.Hero pf the Poem is abfcnt from the chief Scenes 
of action during much of the time which that Poem com- 
prift s, but he is continually brought into the mind of the 
Reader^ by recounting his exploits and glory. 
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iSome Doemon anxious for the T'rojan doom, 375 
Urg'd you with great Deipbobus to come, 

375. Sme Ditmon anxious for the Trojan '^hm,'] It Is ^ 
the «bienration of Eufiathius^ that thefe words are very art- 
fully introduced to vindicate Helen \ they imply that what ihe 
a£led was by compuHion, and to evidence this more clearly, 
Deiophobus given her for an attendant, as a fpy upon her 
adions, that ihe might not conceal any thing that (hould 
happen, but adt her part well, by endeavouring to deceive 
the Greeks in favour of Troy, It is the Daemon, not HeUn% 
that is in fault ; this, continues Euftathius^ ^nfwers many ob- 
je^ons that lie againft HtUn : for if ihe was a real penitent^ 
as fttt herfelf affirms* how comes ihe to endeavour to deceive 
the Greeks by the difguife of her voice^ into more mifeiy than 
had yet arHen from a ten years war ? Or indeed is it credi- 
ble that any perfon could modulate her voice fp artfully as to 
refemble fo many voices ? And how could the Greeks inclofed 
in the wooden horfe believe that their wives who were in 
Greece^ could be arrived in fo fhort a Tpace as they had been 
concealed there, from the various regions of Greece^ and 
jneet together in Troy f Would the wives of thefe Heroes 
eome into an enemy's country, when the whole army, ex- 
cept thefe latent Heroes, were mired from it? this is ridicu- • 
lous and impoffible. I muil confeis there is great weight in 
tiiefe objections: but Eu^atlaus-9nWreTS all by the interpoii- * 
tion of the Daemon ; and by an idle tradition that Helen had 
the name of Echoy from the faculty of mimicking founds ; 
ajid that this gift was beftowed upon her by Fenus when flic 
married A'lenelaus^ that fhe might be able to detect him, if he 
ihould prove falfc to her bed, by in itating the voice of the 
fufpe6led perfon, (but Menelaus had more occafion for this fa- 
culty than Helen.) As for the excufe of the Dxmon, it 
equally excufts all crimes ; for ini^ance, was Helen falfe to 
Hkemkus? The Daemon occaitoned it: does ihe a^ an im- 
poilor to deihoy all her Greaem friends, and even Menelaus^ 
The DMKon compels her it: thel^mon compels her to 
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T* explore the fraud 5 with guile oppos'd to guile, ' 
Slow-pacing tlrrice around th' inAdious pile j 

go with Dfipbobus^ to furxoiuid the horfe thrice» to (bund the . 
fides of it» to endeavour to furprife di^ latent Gneh hy an 
imitation of the voices of their wives^ 'and in ihort» to aft 

like a perfon that was very fincere in mifchief. ' 

Dacier takes another courfe, and gives up Helen^ but re- 
marks the great addrefs of MeneLius. Helen had, faid flie, 
long dcfired nothing fo much as to return to Lace(Lc7non ; and 
her heart had long been wholly turned to Mefu'aus : Menelaus 
is not at all convinced of this pretende4 fmcerityj but it 
would have been too grpfs, after he had taken her again to 
his bed, to convid her of falihood ; he therefore contents 
himfelf barely to reply, that fome Daemon, an enemy to the 
Greeks^ had Ibrced her to a condud difagreeable to her fince- 
rity. This (continues Dacier) is an artful, but fevere irony. 

As for the obje^ion concerning the impoffibility of the 
Greeks believing their v/ives could be in 'i roy ; (he anfwers, 
that the Authors of this objccuon have not fufficicntly con- 
fidcrcd human nature. The voice of a beloved pcrfcii might 

.of a fudden, and by furprife, draw from any perfon a word 
involuntary, before he has thnc to make reHedtion. This 

.undoubtedly is true, where circumdances make an impodure 
probi^ble ; but here is an impofTibility ; it is utterly impoifi- 
ble to believe the wives of thefe Heroes could be in Troy, Be- 

. fides, Menelaus himfelf tells i^, that even he had fallen into 
the fnare, but TJlyffes prevented it ; this adds to the incredi- 
, bility of the ftory ; for if this faculty of mimickry was given 
upon his marriage v/ith Hcleriy it was nothing new to him ; 
he mull be fuppofcd to be acquainted with it, and confe- 
qucntly be the lefs liable to furprife : nay it is not impofiible, 
but the experiment might have been made upon him before 
iielen fled away with Paris, 

In ihort, I think this paflage wants a further vindication; 
the circumftances are low» if not incredible. Virgil^ the 
great imitator of Hmtr^ has given us a very different aad 
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Each noted leadcr^s name you thrice invoke. 
Your accent varying as their fpoufes fpokc : 380 
The pleafing founds each latent warriour 
warm'd, 

But paoft Tydides' and my heart alarm'd : 

To quit the ftecd we both impatient prefs. 

Threatening to anfwer from the dark receis. 

Unmov*d the nund of Bbacus remain'd : 385 

And the Vain ardours of our love reftrain'd ; 

But 4ruiclus unable to con,troul, 

Spoke loud th^ language of his yearning foul : 

XJlyJje^ ftraight with indignation fir'd, 

(For fo the common care of Greece required) 390 

Firm to his lips his forceful hands apply d, 

'Till on his tongue the fluttering murmurs dy'd. 

more noble defcription of the deftru6lion of Troj .* 1» has not 
thought fit to* imitate him in this defcription. 

If we allow Helen to a£t by compulfion, to have feared the 
ITr^Jansy and that Dciphobus was fent as a fpy upon her alli- 
ens ; yet this is no vindication of her condu£l : fhe flill a£b 
a mean part, and through fear becomes an accomplice in en- 
deavouring to betray and ruin the Greeks. 

I fliall jult add, that after thp death of Paris^ Helen mar- 
ries Deiphobus'y that the4lory of the wooden horfe is proba- 
bly founded upon the taking of Troy by an engine called a 
|iorfe, as the like engine was called a Ram by lie Romans. 
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Meantime Minerva from the frsuidful horfe. 
Back to the court of Priam bent your couiie. 

ladement fifrte ! 9lrimiidiBr replies, ^ 395 
Frail is the boafted attribute of wife : 
The leader, mingling with die valgar koftg 
Is in the common maft of matter loft ! 
But now let ileep the painful wafte repair 
Of iad reiedion, and corroding care. 400 

He ceas'd \ th^ menial fair that round her wait^ 
At Helens beck prepaie tlie room of ftate i 
Beneath an ample Portico, they fpread 
The downy fleece to form the flumb'rous bed i 
And o'er £]fft palb of purple grain, imfoU 40 5 
Rich tapeftry, ftiff with inwoven gold : 
Then thro' th' iliunun'd dome, to balmy reft 
Th' obfequious Herald guides each princely gueft : 
While to his regal bow r the King afcends. 
And beauteous Helen on her Lord attends. 410 

Soon as the morn, in orient purple dreft, 
Unbarr'd tlie portal of the rofeate Eaft,- 
The Monarch rofe j magnificent to vie\^ 
Th* imperial mantle o'er his veil he threw ; 

« 

' Digitized by Google 



EooKiv. homer's ODYSSEY. 193 

The gUtt'ring zaat athwart his ihoulder qtft, 415 
A ftarry falchion low^dependiiig graced j 
Clalp'd on his feet th' enibroider'd fandals ihijoc j 
And forth he moves, majeftick and divine ; 
Jnftant to young 1* ?lemacbus he preis'd, 
Aiid thus benevt)lent his fjpeech additfi'd* 420 

Say, royal youth, finoere of foul, report 
What cauie hath led you to the Spartan court ? 
Do publick or dom^fiick cares conftrain 
This toilfome voyage o'er the furgy main ? 

O highly-fayour'd delegate oi Jove ! 425 
(Replies (he Prince) inflam'd witli filial love^ 
And anxious hope, to hear my parent s doom, 
A fuppliant to your royal court I come. 
Our fov'reign feat a lewd ufurping race 
With lawlefi riot, and mif-ruk di%race; 430 
To pamper'd infolence devoted fall 
Prime of the flock, and choiceft of the ilall : 
For vrild ambition wings their bold ddire» 
And all to mount th' imperial bed afpire. 
But prolhrate I implore, oh King 1 relate 435 
The mournful feries of my fatiier s fate : 
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Bidi known di&fter of the Man dllclole. 
Born by his mother to a world of woes [ ^ 
Recite'them 1 nor in erring pity fear ' 
To wound with ftoried grief the filial ear: 440 
If e'er Ulxfis, to reclaim your right, 
• Avow'd his zeal in council or in fight. 
If Pbrygiim camps the friendly toils attefl:. 
To the fire's meiit give the fqa's requcft. 

Deep from his inmoft foul Atrides figh'd, 44 
And thus indignant to the Prince reply'd : 
Heav'ns ! wo^ld a fpft, inglorious, daftard 
train 

An abfent heroes nuptial joys profane! 

447. Heav'ns ! vjould a foft^ inglorious^ dafiard train."} 
Menelaus is fired with indignation at the injuries offered his 
friend by the Suitors : he breaks out into an exclamation, and 
in a juft contempt vouchfafes not to mention them : he thinks 
he fully diftihguiflie» whom he intends, by calling them 
^U?uu^ «W, ibofe cvwards. The comparifon which he intro- 
duces is very juft, they arc the Fawns, Vhgffes is the Lion. 

This is the firft fimilc that Hmir has inferted in the O^f- 
fey ; but 1 cannot think it proceeded ftom % barrenncfs of 
invention, or through phlegm in the declenfion of his years, 
as fome have imagined. The nature of the Poem requires 
i difference of ftyie from the Iliad ! The Iliad ruflies a- 
longlikc a torrent; the Od^ey flows greatly on like a deep 
ftream, witli ^ fmooth tranquillity \ Acbilks is aU lire, Vljfjjjes 
all wifdoin. 
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So with her young, amid the woodland fliades, • 
A tim rous hind the lion s court invades, 450 
Leaves in the fatal lair the tender fawns. 
Climbs the green cliff, or feeds the flow'ry lawns : 
Meantime retum'd, with dire remor&le&fway 
The monarch-iavagp rends the trembling prey. 
'With equal fury, and with equal fame» 455 
UljilJes foon ihall re-aliert his claim. 
O Jove, fupreme, whom Gods and men revere ! 
And * thou, to whom 'tis giv'n to gild the 
Iphere ! 

With pow'r congenial joined, propitious aid 
The chief adopted by the Martial maid ! 460 

The fimile in Homer Is really beautiful } but in HMs ridi- 
culous. I 

As when a flag and hind cnt'ring the den 

Of th* abfent Lion, lulls his whelps with tales^ 

Of hills and dales i the Lion comes agen. 
And tears them into pieces with his nails. . « 

Can any thing be more foreign to the fenfe of Homer, or 
worfe tranflated ? He conftrues k^/m»; l^t^ny by telling florics 
of hills and dales to the Lion's whelps, inftead of Juga in* 
veftigat: but fuch miftakes arc fo frequent in HMs^ that one 
would almoft fufpe£fc his learning in Greek : he has difgraced 
the beft Poet, and a very great Hiftorian; Horner^ and Thu- 
€ydide$* 
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Such to our wifli the warriour foon reftore. 
As when contending on the Lejbian ihore 
His prowefs PbthmeHdes confeft'd. 
And knid-acdaiming Gneks the vi&or Ueis'd s 
Then fix>n th' invaders of his bed anddirone, 46 j 
Their love preliimptuous Audi with hfe atone. 
With patient ear, oh royal youth, attend 
The ftoried labours of thy father's friend : 
Fruitful of deeds, the copious tale is long. 
But trutli fevere Uiall dictate to my tongue : 470 
Learn what I heard the fea-born Seer relate, 
Whofe eye can pierce the dark recefs of Fate. 

Long on th' Mgyptian coaft by calms confined, 
Heav'n to my fleet refus'd a pro^'rous wind : 
No vows had we preferred, norvi6tim flain ! 475 
For this the Gods eachfav'ring gale reftrain : 
Jealous, to fee their high behefts obey'd s 
Severe; if men th' eternal rights evade. 

» 

462. when contending on the Lefbian /hore,'\ The Poet 
here gives an account of one of UlyJJcs\ adventures. Phiic- 
melides was King of Lefios^ and Eujiathius obfervcs, that there 
was a tradition that Ulyjfes and Diomedcs flew him, and turned 
a {lately monument he had raifed for himfelf into a publick 

place fox the reception of itrangea. 
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High o>r a gidfy &a» the P^riiM ille 

Fronti^ the deep roar of difemboguixig Nik : 480 

3^. 479. ■ Hoe Pharlan This defcription of Pharos 

has given great trouble to the Criticks ami Geographers ; it 

* is generally conclutlcd, that the diftance of Pharos is about 
(even Aadia from Alexandria ; Ammianus MaruUiHus mentions 
this veiy pailage thus ; /. xxii. Infula Pharos, ubi Protea cum 
' Phocarum gregibus divtrfaium Hmirm^ fcdtulatur infiatius^ a dvim 
tatis Mttari tnilU paffika di^arata^ oxy about a mili djfient from 
ihi JhoTis. How then comes Homtr to affinn it to be dHbnt 
a fttU day's fiul ? Dmitr wafwrnj that Homer might htvt 
heard that the Nile^ continual^ bringing down much earthy 
fubftance, had enlarged the continent: and knowing it not to 
be fo diftant in his time, took the liberty of a Poet, and dc- 
fcribed it as ftill more diftant in the days of Menelaus. But 
Dacier never fees a miftake in Hojncr, Had his Poetry been 
worfe if he had dcfcribcd the real diilance of Pharos F It is 
allowable in a Poet to di%uMe the truth, to adorn his ftpry . 
6ut what ornament has he given his Poetry by this enlarge- 
ment UBodmrt has fully prored that there IS no a<5cefion to 
the Continent from any fubftance that the Nile brings down 
with it: the violent agkation of ^e (eas prohibit it from 
lodging, and forming itielf into fluidity. Eratefthenes is of 
opinion, that Homer was ignorant of the mouths of Nile : but 
Straho anfwers, that his filence about thern is not an argu- 
ment of his ignorance, for neither has he ever mentioned 
where he was born. But Straho docs not enter fully into the 
meaning of Eratofihenes : Eratojihenes does not mean that //c- 
m#r was ignorant of the mouths of Nileitom his filcnce, but 
bccaufe he places Pbarot at the diftance of a whole day's fail' 
from die Continent. The only, way to unite this incon* 
fiilence is to (iippofet that the Poet intended to fpecify the 
feb^ae month of Nik^ from whidi Pharos ftands about a day '3 
lail : but this is fubmittcd to the Criticks. 

^ I cannot tell whether one fhould venture to make ufe of the . 
Wi^rd NiU in the trauilatioa} it doubUcfs aa Anachroxiifm ^ 
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Her diftance fram die fliore^ the comie.b^i^ 
At dawn, and ending with the fetting fun, 
A galley meafures ^ when theftiffer gales 
Rife on the poop, and fully ibretch the taais. 
There, anchored veilels fafe in harbour lye, 485 
,Whilft limpid Iprings the failing calk fupply. 

And now the twentieth fun de(cending, laves * 
His glowing axle in the weAem waves $ 
Still with expanded fails we court in vwi 
Propitious winds, to waft us o'er the main : 490 
And the pale mariner at once deplores 
His drooping vigour, and exhauiled ftores. 
When lo ! a bright coerulean fo^m appears. 
The fair Eidotbea ! to dilpel my fears 

that name being unknown in the times of Homer and Ment^ 
Jaus^ when the NiU was called JEgyptus^ Hmnur in this very 
book 

•P. ii*. AiyvWkio LjSimvsk^ mrmftMo, 

Yet on the other hand, this name of JEgyptm is fo little known, 
that a common Reader would fcarce difHngui(h the river 
^m the country ; and indeed univerfal cuftom has obtained 
for ufing the Latin name inllead of tht Gndan^ in many other 

inftances which are equally Anachronifms : witneis ^11 the 
names of the Gods and Goddefles throughout Homers Jupiter 
for Zcus^ Juno for £re^ Neptune for FofidaQn^ &c. 
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Proteus her lire divine. With pity prels'd, 495 
Me fole the daughter of the deep addreis'd i 
What-time with hunger pin'd^ my ab&nt 
mates 

^ Cm ' ' 

Roam the wild Ifle in learch of rural fcates, 
Bait the barb'd fteel, and from the fifhy flood 
Appeafe th* afflictive fierce defire of food. 500 

Whoe'er thou art (the azure Goddels cries) 
Thy conduct ill deferves the praiie of wiie s 

f. 499* Bah tbi k&i*djieel, and ftnk thi fijhy JUod,^ AU- 
Hilams hunger was To vi(^ent among his companions, 
that they were compelled to eat iiih. Pktanb in 'his Sympo' 
fiach obferves^ that among the Syrians and Graii^ to abftain 
from fifli was eflecmed a piece of fan6iity ; that though the 
Greeks were encamped upoh the Hellrfpont^ there is not the 
leaft intimation that they eat fifh, or any Tea provifion ; and 
that the companions of Ulyjfcs^ in the twelfth book of the 
OdyJJey^ neVer fought for fifh till all their other provificns 
were confumed, and that the fame necefTity compelled them 
to eat the hdrds of the Sun which induced them .to tafte fiih. 
No fiih is ever offered in facrifice : the Pythagoreans in parti- 
cular command fifli not to be eaten more ftrl6tl7 ^^7 
.other animal .* Hfh aflord no excufe at all for their deftrtidi- 
on, they live as it were in another world; difturb not our 
air, confume not our fruits, or injure the waters ; and there- 
fore the Pythagoreans^ who were unwilling to offer violence 
to any animals, fed very little, or not at all on fifhes. I 
thoyght it neceffary to infert this from Plutarch^ bccaule it is 
an obfervacion that explains other paiTages ia (hcfequeiof the 

VOL* I. ' <^ * 
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Is death Ay choke, or mifcry thy bosft. 
That here inglorious on a barren coaA 
Thy brave aflbciates droop, a meagre trmn 5^5 
With famine pale, and alk thy care in v^? 
' Struck with thekind reproach, I flxaight reply ^ 
Whate:cr thy tide in thy native Iky, 
A Goddcis fure ! for more tlian mortal grace 
Speaks thee defcendant of aethcrial race : 510 
Deem not, that here of choice my fleet remains j 
Some heav'nly powY averfe my ftay cpnflrsuns ; 

piteous of my fate, vouchiafe to ihev, 
{For whafs fequefter*d from celeftial view ?) 
Whtit pow'r becahns th' innavigable feas ? 515 
What guilt provokes him,and what vows .appeaie ? 

I ceas'd, when affable the Goddeis ay'd 
. Ob&rve, and in the truths I %eak confide : 
"JTh* oraclous Seer frequents tlie Pbarian coaft. 
From whofe liigh bed my birth divme I boaft 1520 
Proteus^ a name tremendous o'er the main. 
The delegate of JVi;^/«w's wafiy reign. 

• * ^.521. Proteus, a name tremendous o*er the mainJ] Eufia^ 
ihius enumerates various opinions concerning Proteus j fome 

undoiUod Fr^Uus aU^kally to figni^y Uie 6s& matter 
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Witch mih anfiduoi^sxaret hi^ knowa abpde 1 
There faft in chains conO;i'aui 4he various God : 

which undergoes all changes | others make him an etnblem 
of tn>» fnmdQ^ipy .^ki^K^^fii^ i|ot^t9,be,4P^W.ti" . K 
been tried in all (hapes : odiers' make Proteus a pidure of a 
flatterer^ «ha4akea.4ii^ alliflupp, and^ &iits.htaiielf .taoll 
fbims, in compliaoce to the temper of the perfon^whom he 
courts. **The <yr#/ify (obferves jM^hrus) Imagined .alKthefa 
mctUmorpbofes , of PxoUus. to havei , been borrpwc4 frpm the 
praf^ices of the Atgyptian Kings, who were accuftomed to 
wear the figures Lions, ..Bulls or Dragons in their diadems, 
as emblems of Royalty, and fomecimes that of Trees, ^V. 
not fo much for ornament as terrour. Other^ took. Proteus to 
be an enchanter j and Eujlathim recounts feveral that were 
eminent in this art, as Cratijibenes the Phliafian (which 
jkr, lender^ by.niijftake Q»&pfn^n^^fPk^^)^ who ^hen 
he pkaied could appear all on fire, and aflume other appear- 
ances tQ,j^e raftoniihment of thft/pedators: .fiich aflb was 

JTiWphofiy Scymnus of Tar en fumy Pbil'tppides of Syracufe^ 
clitus of Miiylifu^ and Nymphodorus^ all pra(Stifers of magical 
arts ; and Euflathim recites that the Phoca were made ufe of 
in their incantations. Some write that Proteus was an Mgyp- 

,jian tumbler, who could throw hiififelf into variety of figHfcs 
and poftures ; others, a Stage-player-} others, that he was a 

. great G/eneral^ ikiiled. in all the ar^.and ftratagema^of war: 
Diuiiir looks upon him. to have haen. an fnf hanter, or $aiv«B- 
'It is certain from-Hirodftuf^' that there was in the 
times. offl^^n^tiSx a ICing.named Proteus^ ,^^119, reigned in 
Memphis ; that Mgypt was always remarkable for thofe who 
excelkd in magical arts ; thus Jannes and <rb?nged, 
at leaft in appearance, a rod into a Serpent, and water into 
blood: it 15 not therefore imprcbable but that AUnclaus^ 
hearing of him while he was in /F.i:ypi^ went to confult him 

V ast ah v£nchanter, which kind of men always pretended to 

'. 'f<irekii0W events this, ^haps -was the real foundation 
of the whole ftory concerning Proteus i -the i'eft is the 
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Who bound, obedient to fuperiour force, 525 
Unerring will prefcribe your deftin*d courfe. 
« If ftudious of your realms, you then demand 
Their fiate,^ fince laft you left your natd land; 
Inftant die God obfequiGUS will diiclofe 
Bright tracks %si glory, or a cloud of woes. 530 
She ceas'd, and fuppliant thus I ms^de reply ; 

» 

O Goddefs ! on thy aid my hopes rely ; 
Didate propitious to my duteous ear^ 
What aits can captivate the changeful Seer ? 
For perilous th' afiay, unheard the toil, 5^5 
T* elude the prefcience of a God by guile. 
Thus to the Goddefs mild my fuit I end. 

# 

Then ihe. Obedient to my rule, attend : 
When thro' the Zone of heav'n the mounted fim 
Hath joumey'd half, and half remains to run } 540 
The Seer, while Zephyrs curl the fwelHng deep^ 
Baiks on the breezy (hore, in grateful fleep. 
His oozy hmbs. Emerging from the wave^ 
The Pboca fwift fuiTound liis rocky cave, 

fidion and embelliflimervt of the Poet, who afcrihe^ t» 
his Proteus whatever the aeduli^ of men ufuaily afcribet 19 
Endianters. 
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Frequent and full; tbe coniacratfid train 545 
Of ^ her, whole azure tri4ent awes the main: 
There wallowing waim, di' enormous heid exhaks 
An oily fieam, and taints tbe ncmirlide gales. 
To that receis, commodious for furpril^ 
When purple HghtihaU next {uffiiiib tbe ikies, 550 
With me repair and from thy warriour band 
Three chofen chie£s of dauntlefs foul command : 
Let their auxiliar force befriend the toil. 
For ftrong the God, and perfe&ed in guile. 
,Stretch*d on the flielly ftiore, he firft fyrveys 555 
The floundng herd alcending from thefeas ; . 
Their number jfumm'd, repos'd in fleep profound 
The fcaly chaiige their guardian God forround : 
So with his batt'ning flocks the careful fwain 
Abifles, pavilion'd on the graiTy plain. 560 
With pow'rs united, obiiinately bold 
Invade him, couch'd amid the fcaly fold ; 
Jnftant he wears, elufive of the rape. 
The piimick force of evVy f^yage lhapc ; 

• Ampbitrite, 

» t 

\ 
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Or glides with liquid lapfe a murnl*ring Ifreamii 
Or wrapt in flame, he glowsat ev'ry; limb; 
YetftiH ittcfadYe;' with redoubled ibigitt^ 
Thro' esich* vain ipzffvfe form* donftraia* Hbffighti^ 
But wheai his riatiVe fliapc refom'd^ he fltndar 
Patientof con^kff, aildTottr caufe deitaands y^iif 
The ca^e that urgtd the bold* attempt declai4i« 
Ahdfoothe the vanquilh'd with a vi6tor'8 pi^ayfii;. 
The bands rela^d,^ impl6re the Seer to fajp 
What Godhead interdicts the watVy way ? 
Who ilraight propitiousy in prophecick kiiin 5. 
Will teach you to repafi th" unmeafiii-'d main, 
$he ceas'd, aAd bounding from the fficlfy fli©^ 
Ro\xrfd th<f def^mdmg nymph th^ wirfe ri& 
^obixdinrg roar. 
High wrapi^ in li^oodef of the fuhm d^d. 
With joy impetildoi^ to ^ j)Ott I f|)eed : 580 
The waits of htttute v^kb i-^p^ft fitffict, 
'TiU night grateful ibitk ilividv'd th« ftk«, 

3^. 569. But vjhm^ his naiive Jhape refunCd^ *rhis is 

founded upon the pra6tice of Enchanters, who never give 
their anfvirers, till they haVe allonlfhed the imagination of t^ofi^ 

vho coofult than with their jugjjlin^ d^yfiom* 
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Apd^ A^ed. amhrofial dews. Faft^ by the deejp. 
Along the t^ted^ihore, in balmy fleep, 584 
Our cares were k^. When o'er the eafternlawnj. 
In fai&on rol^s the tl^e daughter of. the dawn 
Advanced Ijer rofy fte^ ; t^efore Ae l^ay. 
Due ritual honours to the Qods I pay ; 
Then fcek tjie place ti^e iea-bom nymph aflign'd. 
With three afibciates of undaunted inmd. coo 
Arriy'd^ to form along th' appointed ftrand 
For each a bed^ Ihe icoops the hilly fand : 
Then from her azure car, the finny &oils 
Of four vaf): PJi>oca tal^s, to veil b^r wiles : 
Beneath the finny ipoUs extended prone, 595 
^ard, toil ! ^e propbej^'^ piercing eye to ihun 
New from the corfe, the fcaly frauds diffufe 
Unfavoury ftench of oil, and brackifh ooze : 
P,ut the bright fea-pi4id s gentle pow r implor'd, 
ySJ^it^ i^e^ar'd drops the fick'ning fcnfe reftor'd.6oo 

Thus 'till the fun had tiavell'd half the (kies, 
AmbuAi'd we lie, and wait the bold.emprife ; 
^ t}ux>nging quick to baik in open air. 

The flocks of pcean to the jfltraud reptur : 

.... ■ ' _ 
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Couch'd <m thefunny land, the monfters fleep : 6a^ 
Then Fnteus mounting from the hoary deep. 
Surveys his charge, unknowing of deceit : 
(In order toU, we make the fum compleat.) 
Pkas'd with the falfe review, fecurp he lies. 
And leaden flumbers pre& his dropping eyo^. 619 
Kufliing impetuous forth, we ftraight prepare 
A furious onfet with the fouiid of war. 

And fhouting feize the God ; our force, t' evade 
' . * -•»*...-- 

His various aits he foon refumes in aid : 

A Lion now, he curls a furgy ^laiie \ tic 

Sudden, our band^ a fpotted Pard reftrain; 

613. Jndjhoutin^ feixt the Gi?^/.-— — ] Prstius 
through the whole iftoiy, beim defcribed as a God wko knew 
all things ; it may tl^cii Jie alked, how comes it that he did 
pot foreknow the violence that was defigned'agkinft his own 
perfgn { and js k not a co(itfa4iaipn, that he who knew Me* 
• _ ^ ; . ojrmatioiij fhould not know that he lay in 
fmbufh to fcize hiip I The only anfwcr that occurs to me is, 
that thefc encjianters never pretend to have an inherent 
fore-knowledge of events, but learn things by magical arts, 
and by recourfe to the fecrets of tjieir profeffion j ib Uiat 
Proteus having no fufpicion. had not confulted his art^ and 
conlcqucntly might bc furprifed by Menelau^: fofar is agree- 
able to the pretenfions of fuch cl^uders : t&e Poet indeed has 
drawn him in colours ftronger than -life ; but Poetry adds w 
dctraas at pleafure, and Is allowed frequently to ftep out a 
the way, to b4ing a foreign ornament into the ftory . ' ' ' ^ 
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Then arm'd with tufts, and li|^ning inf his ]eyts» 
A Boards obfcener ihape the <kxl hdks i- r- 
On fpiry volumes, there^ a Dragon rides $ 
Here, from our ftri^l emhni^ a Stream he glides : 
And laft, fublime his ftately growth hp f^s^ 6:|| 
A Tree, w^-4iiiembled foliage wears. 
Vain #^rts ! with fupewur pow'r camptc&'i. 
Me with reludance thus thp S^r addrels'd. . 
Say, fon of Aireus, Hay what God ^ifjpir'4 625 
This daring fraud, and what the boon defir'd? 

I thus ^ Q thou^ whofe eertaia eye !|j>T€^ - 
The fix'd €vettt <tf F«te!li remote ileopMSr ^ 
After long woes, and vairipu^ toil endur'd. 
Still on thb dsfot Ifle say fleet is moored ; 630 
Unfriended of the ^es. AUrknowiag I ia^ 



What vQws repentant wiU the Pow'r appeaie, 
Tp fpf ed a pro^'rpus vqyage o'er the feas ? 

^"lo^ove (with ftern r^;ai:d th^ God replies) 63^1 
And all th' offended fynod of the ikies, 

635. fiyjoyo - i Jufl beuttmhs &c.] 
0er continually inculcates morality^ and piety to the Gods ; 
^ives in this p^^e a gr$a( i^^A^^f 9( the oece^ty of it^ 
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Thy guilt ajjjj^:<i, ^ m^'^m^^mmsf^ 

y^9»o|^ Jiitf ¥A 49«e?;d <S>.foa{n. 
Of Jovf's: high. f<»$. dj^»o^ wijl^ %eg3x fofice, 

»^ vi^'%'?jJ?pj^.>y)?i<ia!?^«^ *x 9ar.. 6^5. 

A9id altof^ ajqi^g ^ fip^VW?. ftpf?. 

iMfci«iSM«L9fOTqt%^ ^ he,P?P due 

honours to the Gods i the negled of ucrifxce is the occafion • 
of all his Q^kunity, aiid the peiiormaQcc o£it opcns'a way 

all his future ^ro^^itjr. 

643. — — — Nile, wbe frm tbg ficret foura 
Cf, Ja9t*s tigb fiai^d^a^' ' ' 

Horner^ it muft cpnfrfT^d, give^ the epithet AiiVrrrs- gene., 
rally to all rivers; if he Has ufcd it here perufiarTy, there 
might havjcheer^ xoqm tQ h^ve iiri^ined tfeat he had been ac- 
quainted with the true cai|fe qf the inundations of this famous 
liver: the word A*Virw{''implies'lt : IfoHt ^now'gc^ 
creed, that thefe prodigious inundations proceed from the vaft 
xams and the meltmg of ue fnows on this mountuns of t«B 

thofe rams begin to tail, the river by degreer mcreaies, anq 
as they abatp, it decttaics ; the WOW fySvr^ is tberefore pe- 
culiarly proper when applied to the Nile; for though all ri- 
vers depend upon the waters that fall from the air, "or tx Aw?, 
yet the Nik more efpecially ; for when the rain ceafes, ti^ 
Nik confifts only of^feven empty d^nnels^' ' " - " 
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t 

He ceas'd: heart-^wounded a£ii£live 
(Badm'd tiQ^repnafi tbe^]yaU^afethft;nwfc> 
To the ftera fanaiaaof th' G^sjided.iky* ; 
What fate pi:opiti9Qfi| <» dlfiO^difims^ 

Ox did the kiM do««(tid( 
The bceathk& laecoes on tbeit v^ve (hoce ? 6.$9 
Prels not too reply 'd Qod; but ceafi(^ 
To know, what known will violate Ay pe^ ; 
Too curious of diw doonci t with frimidly «m . 
Tby fanaft will hoKm» and toan otenvU fiov, 
l^ait Uve ! the i^fi;, a lainentabk tnuo t 66j| 
|U(n^« th« 4«krk tiQimtb of dnHUj 
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- • ' ' ^ 

Two, foremoft in the roll of Mars renown'd. 
Whole i^ln8 with conqueft in thy caufe were 
downoj 

by diMrous fate; by tempefts toft^ 
A third 4ives wretched on a diftant coaft. 670 

By Ne^um refcu*d from Minerv^s hatct. 
On Gyra^ fafe Oikan j^ax iat. 
His Aup p'erwhelm'd; but frowning onthefloods. 
Impious he roai'd defiance to tlie Qods ; 
To his own proweis all the glory gave, ' 63F5 
The pow'r defrauding who vouchfaf 'd to fave. • 
This heard the raging Ruler of the main j 
His ipear, indignant for fuch high diiHain, 
He lanch'd; dividing with his iqrky maoe 
Th* aerial fumnut from the marble bafe : 689 
The rock ruih'd fea-ward with impetuous roar 
Ingulf d, and to th' abyfs the boafter bore. ' 

^. 682* — — ^ and to tb* dhyfs the hoafier horeJ] It is In the 
original. Hi dud^ kmfwg drunk tbefqlt w(iter* ThU veiie has 
been omitted in many editions of Hmeri and the Ancients^ 

fays Eujiathius, blame Arlftardmi for not marking it as a ver(e 
that ought to be reje£led ; the fimplicity of it confifts in the 
fenfe, more than in the terms, and it is unworthy of Froieus 
to treat the death of Ajax with pleafantry, as he feems to do, 
{>y jjdding hamnfi^ drunk fiU watit : but why may not Pr^f^ 

t 
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t 

By Juno*^ guardian lud, the wat*ry Vaft 
Secure of ftorms, your Royal brother pad: : 
'Till coafiiDg nigh the Cape, where Maka ihrouds 
Her fpiiy clifts amid furrounding clouds 686 
A whii'ling guit tuoiultuous from the ihore, 
Acrpis the deep his lab ring veiTel bore. 
In an ill-fated hour tlie coaft he gain'd. 
Where late in regal pomp T'byeftes reign'd j 690 
But when his hoary honours bow'd to fate, 
^gyjlbus govem'd in paternal ftate. 
The furges now fubfide, the tempeft ends ; 
From his tall Ihip the King of men defcends : 
There fondly thinks the Gods conclude his toil ! 
Far from his own domain falutes the foil : 696 
With rapture oft* the verge of Greece reviews, « 
And the dear turf with tears of joy bedews. 

be fuppofed to be ferious, and the term 'A>.fAv^lv uX^, to imply 
no more than that he was drowned in the waves of the ocean i 
I know only one reafon that can give any colour to the ob- 
je£l!on, viz*' it^ being poiTibly become a vulgar expreffion^ 
and ufed commonly in a ludicrous fenfe ; then indeed it is to 
be avoided in Poetry, but it does not follow, becaufe perhaps 
it might be ufed in &is manner in the days of thefe Criticks, 
lhat therefore it was lb ufed in the days of Homer, What 
was poetipil in the time of the Poet, might be grown vulgar 
an the time of the Criticks. 
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Him chatf e»sltiig4oa4he diftBii«4kraiid» 

A Spf diftingttifliU from hisrfdjr]|((ft«kl ; mj»9o 
To bribe whofe vigilance, ^M^^iftkusjUAA 
A tnigUty Attn ofliltperfttadm^^g&ld : 
There watcIVd tlus: guaidian of his^uiky &ar, 
Till the ti9d[fUi:iilKxm^tlHulvwl^ pale 
csater> 

ndw arimnhifliM by^his <ye, to coart 705 
Witb'^tamilirinngUmM^^ 
Of deathful am'^ejipm;:iiklx)rd.eiiqp^ 
The nmiftorsofbiood iitidairk Aupriie ; 
And twenty youths i^ 4;adkuit msiiL incaa'd, 
Clofe ^ambuih'd -wgh - the ...Qpacious .hall he 
fitacd. 710 
Then tttds prepare, the hospitable treat : 
VaiirlhtwS of 4cnneBto^eEliisVfdbanhate f 

» 

- Tq grace the ^£lor'» wdcom&fvom ifae^wm, 
* A tFmn of couriers^ and triumphal cars 
^ Ms^giMcdnt'he leads t liie Rajfalgoeft ; 71 5 
« Thoughtlds ofill,' acoepts ikt ^AnudfiikiMift* 
^The tTQop fortkiifuMig from the dark rectls^ 
^'^ith homicidal rage the Kipg^oppreis I 
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'So, WMlft he feeds; ItittrknW m-'the ttiSti 
The fov'rqgn of the herd is doom'd ta fall. 720 
The partners of his fattie and toils at TVvjr^ 
Around their Lord, a mighty ruin ! lie : 
Mix'd with the brave, the bafe invaders bleed 
Mgjfibui fole fui-vive^ to boaft the deed. 
He laid ^ chill' horrours* (hook my ftiiv'ring 

•ibul, 725 
Rack'd with tMVdUive pangs in duft I roll s 
And hate, ut msidtefi of tsxtrofkie deffjair. 
To view the fun, or breathe the vital air. 
But when fiiperiour to the rage of woe, 
I fioodreftor'd, and tears had ceased tq flow 5 730 

* 

' Lenient of grief, the pitying God.began — 
Forget the brother, and refume the man : 
To Fate's fupreme dilpofe the dead refign, 

* That care be Fate's, a Ipecdy paflage timie. 

719. Soy whilji he feeds luxurious in the Jlall^ &c.] 2>tf- 
cier tranflates by taureaUy a bull ; and mifunderftands J?«- 
Jlaihiuiy who dIre£Uy fays, that in the fecond Iliad the Pbet 
' compares Agamemnun to a bull, in this place* ta an ox, 

■$» ft /Sit mMi ibffSMon. ' The One wa^ undoubledly^' de- 
iiglied to defSribe the coiihige and m^eiUckrport of a vv^annbur, 
" tiiVoAdr tbl^ve ti'sWBha^ of \ Fdnc^ ftffin^ In lidhpeace 
. ^ aiid pknty, i>i ffh HI fvbty. 

Digitized by 



414 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book it; 

« 

Still lives the wretch who wrought the death 
• deplor'di , 735 
But live$ a victim for thy Vengeful fword ^ 
Unlefs with filial rage Orefies (glow. 
And fwift prevent the meditated blow : 
You timely will return a welcomb gueft^ . 
With him to (hare the lad funereal feaft. 740 
Hefaid: newthbughtsmy beating heartemploy^ 
My gloomy foul receives a gleam of joy. 
Fair hope revived \ and eager I addreft 
The prefcient Godhead to reveal the reft. 
The doom deaeed of tliofe difaftrous Two 745 
I've heard with pain^ but oh ! the tale purfue % . 
What tliird brave fon of Mars the Fates conftrain 
To roam the howling de&rt of the main: 
Or in eternal fliade if cold he lies. 
Provoke new ibrrow from thefe grateful eyes. 750 

\ 749. Or In eternal Jhade if cold he lies.] Proteus in the 
beginning of his Relation had faid, that one perfon was aliw, 
and remained enclofed by the ocean : how then comes Menelaus 
here to fay. Give me an account of that other peribn who is 
alive, or d^adF Perhaps the forrow which Menelaus conctlved 
for his friend VljilftSt might make him fear the word; and 
Prtitius adding* tiukfid by tbt Humf mig^t give a fiifpicioB 
' that he was deadf die words being capable of .ambiguity. 
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That chief (rejoined the God) his rac^ derives . 
From Ithaca^ and wond'rous woes furvives i 

However this be, it fcts the friendfliip of Menelaus in a ftrong 
light: where friendfhip is fincere, a ftate of uncertainty is a 
lUte of fearsy we dread even poffibilities, and give them aft . 
imaginary certainty. Upon this, one of the fineft compli- 
ments that a Poet ever made to a patron turns, thaXQ^ Haraci 
to Mec^mut the fixft of thp EpodtSn 

It msf not perhaps be difagreeable to the Reader to ob- 
lerve, that yirpi has bonrovted this {!tory,o£.Pntiut fifom 
m^y and tranflated it almoft literally. Rapin fays, that Ho^ 
mvr^s deferiptton is more ingenious and filler of invention, 
but VtrgiN more judicious. I wifh that Qritick had given his 
reafons for his opinion, I believe in general, the plan of the 
Iliad and Odyffey is allowed by the bcft of Criticks to be more 
perfcft than that of the jEneis, Homers with refpedl to the 
unity of time, has the advantage very manifeftly : Rapln con- 
felTes it, and Arijlotle propofes him as an example to all Epick 
Authors. . Where then is the fuperiorky of judgment ? Is it 
that there are more fabulous, I mean incredible, ilories ia 
Mii^im than VkgUf as that of the Cyckfs^ the ihips of Aid" 
nmSf kc. VhrgH has imitated moft of theie bold fables, and. 
die ftory of the (hips of Aldmut is not more incredible than 
tiie transformation of die* ihips of Mneas, But this is too 
large a fubje6fc to be difcuffed in the compals of thefe Anno- 
tations. In particular pafl'ages I freely allow the preference 
to yirgil^ as in the defcent of Mneas into helly ^c, but in 
-this ftory of Proteus^ I cannot fee any fuperiority of judgment. 
Virgil is little more than a tranilator i to fhew the particulars 
would bo too tedious : I refer it to the Reader to compare the 
two Authors, and ihail only inftance in one paffiige. 

AvTtt^ SmQu ^Kut, xsuf^aKk^t n& H^hf*^ wf, 

VOL, r. » 
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Laertei fim: ^gst widi cSrcuniflqoiis tides» 
He ftiU caknmtoos cooftraint abides. 
Him in cave of late I view'd« 755 

When ibreaming giief his faded chedc bed|3w'd«. 
But vain his pray'r, his arts are vain to move 
Th' enamour'd Goddefs, or elude her love : ' . 
Hk vefl^l funky and dour craipanions loft. « \ ^ 
He liivis reiuf&ant on a foreign coaft» . 76a 
Bttt oh bebv'd by heav'n ! refenr'd to tbee^ ; 
A happier lot the liniling Fates decree : 
Fiee frpm that law, beneath whole mortal iwvf . 
Matter is chang'd, and varying form$ degiyj^ . , 
EIjifiMn £haU be thine s the blilsfui pliuns 765 
Of utmoft earthy where Rbadamanthus re^;ns^ 

Cum damon nik magno, maHiic^que jacentoa, 

' Occupat : illc fuae contra non immemor artis^ . 
^ Omnia transforinat fefe ia roiracula rerttoi, 
^ IgiienR|ue, horribUemque fenuBy Kvim uc liqw 
^ teni, &c. 

Homer has a manifcft advantage in the occafion of the (lory r 
the lofs of a few bees feems to be a caufe too trivial for an un- 
dertaking fo great as the furprife of a Deity : whereas the 
whole happinefs of MtiHtkaa depends upon this confukatioik 
of Proteus : this is a far more important caufe* and confe* 
quently in this refpe^l fomedifng more k 4«e to Hmtr thaa 
^ fde honour of «n iaventov. 

3^.765. lAy^ixxmJhallbethmei tht blifsful fwtf 
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Jays ev^ young, tihnooL'A with fWi or fimr* ' 
Fill t)ie wiite curck of th' etmml yeain^ 
Stem winter fioooto on tdurt ^fM^m cliiQe t 
T^ ficUs ^ florid Widoi ud£^^ 77» 
From the.bkak pde^na winds indemeni h\sm, 
M0UI4 the round hail» or flake the fleecy ihowi 
But from the breezy deep th^ Bkil ii^^ak 
The fragi ant murmurs of the weftern gaie. 
This grace peculiar will the Gods "affoird . 775 
Totheethefonof3M;r»smdbcaoleoiilHfiSriir>I^^ 
He ceas'd, and plunging in th4 vaft profousdf 
BcMath the God the wkiritng bilbm 

It tlte ofiiy pl«c0 tn whkh the EkJktt b meyitioii^ 
in Hmnr. The conjjedtires of the Ancients are very various 
about it: i%f» in Ins FhgJU places JkBm^ or. ifafe 

region of the Stars ; hut fince Homer fixes it fi#«ilfa1a yo&r^r or 
(as Milton exprefles it) at the earth's green end, I tvill pafs over 
the conjcclurcs of others, efpecialJy fmce the yLOMo^t Nr^^i, Uy 
which others exprefs Eiyjlum, confine it to this world. 

Strabo^ fays Eujiathius, places it not far from Maunft.i^ tint 
lies near the Streights ; it is fiippofed by Bocharty as Daaer 
ohferves, that the fable i» of Pbtemian cxtra^lion, that AU* 
zuth in Hebrew iignifies jo^f or exulmtltn, which word the 
Greeks^ adapting to their way of pronunciation, calfed '£^tfr« 
If this be crue^ I fliould coans into an dp^aion that has muck 
prevailed, that the Greeh had heard of Paradije from the 
Hehrgwt ; and that the HOftwt deicribing Faraift m a place 
of Jlizuth, or joy^ gave occailon to all the fables o( the Grt* 
man Ely/ium^ • • • » • 

K a 
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Then fpeec&ig back, involved in- various tfrnightj 
My friends attending at the ihore I fought. 780 
Arrived, die rage of hunger we oontroUt 
»TiU night with filent fhade invefts the pole$ 
Then loie the cares of life in pkafing re(t ~ 
Soon as. the mora reveals the rofeate £aft» 
With iails we wing the msi&s, our anchors wdigb^ 
Unmoor the fleet, and ruih into the fea. 786 
Rang'd on the banks, beneath our equal oars 
White curl the waves, and the vex'd ocean roars. 
Then Aeering backward from the Pbarian Ifle, 
We g^n the ftream ol ^ftvi^'dt&mieANik: 790 
There qmt the ihips> and on the deftin'd iknatc 
With ritual hecatombs the Gods adore: 
Their wrath aton'd, to jigamemmts name 
A Cenotaph I rsufe of deathlels fame. 
Thefe rites to piety and grief difcharg'd, 795 
The friendly Gods a ipringing gale inlarg*d : 
The fleet (wift tilting o'er the fuigjcs flew, 
'Till Grecian appeared, a bli&ful view ! 

Th J padent ear hadi heard me toiig relate 
A fiorj, friutfid of di&fixpte fstti 800 
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And . now, youi^ Prince, indulge my fond 
requcft; 

&pi9rta hoQOur'ii with his royal gueft, 
'Till from his e$Ul$m goal^ the joyous fua 
His twelfth diurnad race begins to run- 
Meantime my train the friendly gifts prepare, 805 
Three Iprightly courfers, and a pplifh'd car : 
Withthefe, a goblet of eapacbus mould, 
Figur'd with iaut to digittiy die gold, 
(Fonn'd ibr libation to the Gods) ihall prove 
A pledge and monument of iacred love. 810 

My quick return, young hbacm rejoin'd. 
Damps the warm wiihes of my raptui:'d ;nind: 
Did not my fate my needful hafle conilrain, 
. Charm'd by your ipeech, fo graceful and humane. 
Loft in delight the circling year would roll, 815 
While deep attention &c'd my Iift*n!ng foul. 
But now to IPyk permit my deftin'd way, 
Nfy lov*d aiQbciates dude my long delay : 

i, 8o6. Tbff Jfrigkfy courfirs,} How comes it to pals tbat 
Maulaus proffers three horfes to Telmachus? This was a 
<90iiiplait fet among the Andents, they iifed one Pole^horre 
^ two leaden* Euftathim. 
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In dear mncateafice of your loyal gract, * 
I take the preient of the promised Vafei 820 
The cQiurio^s for the champsugn fpoits, retain % • 
That gift our barren rocb will render vain : 

f, S22. That gift pur harren rocks will render vein,'] This 

paflagc where Tfltmachm refufes the horfes has been much ob*- 
lerved, and turned to a moial fenfe, viz. as a leflbn to meii- 
to define nothing but what is fuitable to their conditions^ 
Horace has iottOiWc^ it into lys £piftic«, 

<^ Haud male TeUmachus^ proles pjil^ieofts VL^i \ 
Non eft j|ptiis equis Itlnm locus, ut peque plants 
Porre^s fpacus, nec multx prodigus heite : 
>#/r/dir,, ma^i;^ apta tibi tua dona relin^uaak.** 

Tlus is the reafon why Ulyjfti (as Eujlatbius obferves iipon the 
tenth of the Iliad) leaves the horfes of Rhefus to the difpofal . 
of Diomedcsy fo that the fame fpirit of Wifdom reigned in 
Tt'kfnachuf^ that was fo remarkable in Ulyjfes. This is the 
reafon why Menelaus fmiled ; it was not at the frankncfs or 
iupplicity of TeUmcbusy but it was a iinite gf yoff^ to ice the 
young Prince inherit his father's wifdom. 

It is the fetnarfc ti fyfftatbim^ th^ Tihrnuhw m £tr fxm 
exalting the nature of his country ; he confefles it to be bar* 
Ten, and aofc barren than the neighbouring Mauds ; yet 
that natural and laudable afiedion which all worthy perfons have 

for their country, makes him prefer it to places of a more happy 
fituation. This appears to mc a replication ^o what Menelaus 
hud before offered concerning the tranfplantation of l^hjfe^ to 
Sparta ; this is contained in otoC«two j and then the meaning 
15, It is true Ithaca is a barren region, yet more defireable 
than this country of Laccdamcn^ this htw&Sn^ y«um. It is the 
more probable from the ofier of horfes which Menelaus had thcq| 
«i9de, i$ apothiV lefiTgii for ^ ii^ « 
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Horrid with diffi^ our meagre land allows 
Thin herbage for the mountain goat to browze^ 
But neithgr mead nor plain fup p K ^ ^^ to fe ed 825 
T^he 4>f ightly courier, or indulge his fpeed ; 
To fea-furrounded realms the Gods ailign 
Small trad of fertile lawn, the |eaft to mine. 

His hand the King with tender paiEon greis^d^ 
And fmiling thus, the royal youth addrefi'd : 830 
O early worth ! a ibul lb wife, and young, 
Proclaims you from the fage Ulyjfes fprung. 
Selected from my (fa>r€$» of matchk& price 
^ urn ihall recompence your prudent choice: 
Not mean the maliy mould of iilver, grac'd 835 
9y Vukan^ art, the verg^ with gold enchas d .^ 

Euftathitis remarks that Menelausy ^though he has exprefled 
the greateft friendftiip for Ulyjfes^ yet makes no offer to rcftore 
the fortunes of his friend by any military afliftance ; though 
he had a moft fair opportunity given him to repay the paft 
kindneis of Uljffts to his wife Ptnelope and hi^ fon TeUmnchus ; 
and how comes Te/emadms jiot to a(k it either of N^cr or 
Aitmiaiu ^ He aafwftrs, that this depended upon the uncer- 
tainty they were yet under, concerning the life of UJjifis, 
But the true reafon in my opinion U9 that the nature of 
£pick Poetry requires a contrary coiidufb ; the Hero of the 
poem is to be the chief agent, and the re-eftabliihnient of his 
Ibftimes muft be owing to his own wifHom and yalour. I 
have enlarged upon this already, fo that there is no occafion 
ia this place to iofiil upon It. 

R4 
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A pledge the fceptcr'd powV of Sidon gave. 

When to his realm I plough'd die orient wave. 

Thns thejr alternates while with artful care 

The*inddiai trmi the regal feaft prepare : 840 

The firftlings of the flock aie doom'd to dye; 

Rich fragrant wines the cheating bowl fupply i 

A female band the gift of Ceres bring ; 

And the gilt roofs with genial tiiumph ring. 

Meanwhile, in Itbaca, the Suitor-pow*rs 84 5 

In active games divide dieir jovial hours : . 

In Areas vary'd with mo&ick art. 

Some wlurl the diik, and fi>me the jav'lin dart 

Ailde, fiquefter'd from the vaft reibrt^ 

jbainous fat fpe£bitor of the fport ; 

With great SurymdcbuSi of worth confeft^ 

And high defcent, fuperiour to the reftj 

Whom young Noemon lowly tlius addreft. . > 

My fbip equipped within the neighbring 
port. 

The Prince, departing for die Pylian court, 855 
Requefted for his fpeed but courteous, fay 
When ft^rs be home, or why this long dclaj f 
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For Elis I (hould lail widi utmoft fpeed, 
T'lmporttwdvesinareswhiehtlMrelu^ 
And twdve young mules, a flxoi^ laboriocis laoe^ 
* New to the plough, unpnidb'd in the trace. 861 

Unknowing of the coude to Pyk defign'd» 
A fudden horrour iciz'd on either mind: 
The Prince in rural bow'r tiiey fondly thought^ 
Numbering his flocks and herds, not far remoIBi 
Relate, Antimus cries, devoid of guile, 866 
When fpread the Prince his M for diftant i^J^? 
' Did chofoi chiefr acrdfi die gulfy nuun 
Attend his voyage, or domeffick trwi ? 
Spomaneous did you^peed his iecret oouil^ 870 
Or was the ve&l feia'd by fraud or force? 

With willing du^, not idudant nuud^ 
' (Noemn cry'd) the ve&l was relign'd. 
Who in the balance, with the great affairs ^74 
Of courts prefume to weigh thdr private cares ? 

With him, the peerage next in pow'r to you : 

• « _ 

And MnOtn-y captain of Ae lordly crew. 
Or fome Celeflaal in his rev'rend form, 
\ §^e froo^ th^ icqre( rod^ and fdverff fiorm. 
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Kkyts the coorft: lor wbm die gliam'ring ray 
Of yeOcv.^^wiiiliidos'dtiiotG^^ S8f 
JtfiiAr hinfeif I liw» md nwdi adoiir'd* 
Tbm cm'd the You^j wd £rom the com 

Confoiindftd and appoU'd^ th' uafioifli'd ^ame 
The Sukors quit» and all to coiuicU came : $85 
Aotinm £rft tb' aifembied Feers addreft, 
Rage^^^rkling in hU eyei» and buiiiing in his breaft. 

O ihame to maiihood i ihall one daring boy 
The fcheme of all our happinefs dcftroy ? 
Fly unperoenrVit fbduehig haif the lbw*r 890 
Of noUes, and invite a &rdgn powY? 
Tbe pood'rana cngiiie iiis*dlp crufli nt allj 
Recoilii^p, on his head is iiue to tiSL . 
Jnftant prq^are me, on the neighb'rii^ flxand. 
With twenty chofen mates a vei&l mann'd ; 895 
For ambulh'd cbie beneath the ihorc . 

)fis (hip returning ihaU my fpies exf^ret 

896. For amhujh*d clofe, &:c.] We have here anothci" 
ufe which the Poet makes of the voyage of Telemachus, Eum 
Jiathius remarks that thefe incidents not only diverfify but en- 
liven the Poem. But it may be aiked why the Poet makes 
pot ufe of fo fair an opportiimty to infert a gallant adion of 
TekntaebHs^ 9ad ipm not ss dudingi but defaitin^ )iia 
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He foon his raflmds flntt mrilii lift atMvr, 
Segk for ImMms'B fait, bat fini Im 

With vaft applMfe tiyi; ioilcM si^rovep 
Thenrifet mid la the lieafliul iwtt ipn^ 9^1 
Swift tx> tbtt Qgm tiift Ud^ 
Who hea]:d tlie CDofiik of die xiin ]^ 
Before her dooie the roydi matron 4and3» 
iknd thus the mdSkgt of his hafie deman4s. 905 

What will the Suitors ? muft my £ervant train 
Th' allotted labours of the day refrain, 

ad?effarie8? The anfi^er is cafy} That the Suiton Duled 
compleatly snned* and TtkmatMu unprovided of any weapgns ; 
and dierefera j£mir confqka credit and forbours to pain^ 
hSs young Hero in the colours of a Knight in Romance, who 
upon all difadvantages engages and defeats bis oppofers. Bu( 
then to what purpofe is this ambufh of the Suitors, and what 
part of the defign of the Poem is carried on by it ? The very 
chief aim of it j To (hew the fufFerings of Vi)'lps : he is un^ 
fortunate in all relations of lif^, as a King, as an hufband, 
and here very eminently as a father ; tbefe fufFerings are laid 
down in the propofition of the OdyJJcy as eflential to the Poem| 
and oonfequemly 4it ambufh laid by the Suitors againft th^ 
Itfe of ntmadm is an eflential oniaaient« 

f. 906. ne fimh of Penelope,] L^i^nus In particoHir 
commends this fp«ech as a true piAure of a perion that feds 
various emotions of foul, and is borne by every guft of pafHoii 
from fentiment to fentiment, with fudden and unexpcdled 
tranfitions. There is fome obfcurity in the Greek i this arifes 
from the warmth with which (he fpeaks, (he has not leifure 
to explain herfelf fiiU^, a ^mnftsK^ ^U|4 19 » f^riw ift 
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For dion to foan feme exquifits itpoft ? 
Ifcav^n grant diis ftftival may prove dieir laft t 
Or if liiey ftUl nnaA.Uve, iram'm^ 910 
The double plague of luxury and love I 
Forbear, ye ions of infidence I forbear. 
In riot to confume a wretched heir. 
In the young foul illuftrious thought to raife. 
Were ye not tutored with UIji^s praife ? 915 
Have not your fethers oft' my Lord defined. 
Gentle of i^eecb, beneficent of mind ? 



Penehpe gives 51 very beautiful pi£lure of Vl^ei: The 
^ beft of Princes are allowed to have their £ivourites, and 
^ pve a greats (hare of affe<^ion than ordinary to particular 

peribns. But Vlgifi* was a father to all 1^ People alike^ 
« and ktvod them aU as his childrens a father, ^ouj^ hp 
«( bears a more tender aSe^on to one child than |d anocfaery 

yet ihews them all an ^qui^ treatment ; thus alfo a good 
« King is not fwayed by incUnatioi), but juiUce, towards al| 
«< his fubje£b." Dacur, 

One circumftance is very remarkable, and gives us a full 
view of a perfon in anger , at the very fight of Medon^ Ptntr 
lop€ flies out into paifion ; ihe gives him not time to fpeak one 
Syllable, but fpeaks herfelf as if all the Suitors were prefent,, 
^md reproaches them in the perfon of Mtdon^ though Medm 
is juft to her and lA^j^ } but anger is an undtftinguifliing jnfir 
fion. What Ihe fays of ingratitude, recalls to my memoiy 
what is to be found in Latrtius: JriJMe being alked whaf 
thing upon earth foopeil grew old ? icpUed 09 pk^a^uh. 
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Some Kings with arbitrary, rage devour^ 

Or in their Tyrant-Minions; veft the pow*r : 

Ulj^es let no partial favours fall, 929 

The people's parent, he prote6led all : 

But abfeit now, perfidious and ii^te ! 

His ftores yc ravage, and ufiirp his ftate. 

. He thus ; O were the woes you ipeak the woriil - 

They form a deed more odious and aocurft 925 

More dreadful than your. boding £)ul divines; 

But pitying Jove avert the dire defigns ! 

The darling objed of your royal caie . 

Is mark*d to perifh in a deathful ihare 

Before he anchors in his native port, 930 

From Pyle re-failing and the Spartan court j 

Horrid to ^;icak I in ambuih is dedmd 

The hope and hdr of iritfcff to bleed ! 

Sudden (he funk beneath the wrighty woes. 
The vital ftreams a chilling horrour froze : 935 
The big round lear ftands trembling in her eye^ 
And on her tongue imperfect accents dye» ^ 
At length, in tender language, interwove . 
With %hs» (he thus e^qpreis'd her anxious love. 



Digitized by Google 



MtZ HOMER^t ODYSSE.Y; Book m 

Why raflily waad my 6m his fate expfere, 940 
Ride the wild waves^ and qiut ifav idfat Ikoie ^ 
Did he with all tbe greatty wM^oAr ciave 
A blank obfiyidn, and xa£xaAj gra^ret 

'Tis dot rqply'd the Sag^, to jtfs^^'ft 
To know, if fixne iDh^dnlaQi of faeaiv^iir 945 
» In his young breaft the dasing thought in^'di 
Or if abne witfa SHui duQr fir'dt 
The winds ai^ waves he tempts in early bloom. 
Studious to learn lus abicnt father's docHn. 

The Sage retired : unable to conlroul 9 50 
The mighty grie& that fwett her kb'ring foul, • 
Keffing convtdfivedftlkritoor, irtei' 
The pitooM tkifoR of a proftittte Queen. 
Words toJher doiab OOTphmt a paqfe fiipplka. 
And breath, to wafler m unavnlihg crks. 955 

f, 94T. Ride tkt WfU witifin^^^] W«te this pailage to be 
rendered literally, it would run thus, climb the JiuiftJhipSy which 
4r# Serff^Mtkm m tkt fim. Etg/iattius oMsttes tlie alhifian 
is very juft, and thtt the only doubt i8» whether it be brought 
iUf ^porCUnely by Fen^f It may Be doubted, if the mind 
could find leiTuie to inirodiiee iiick alkifioml Shatr anTweli 
that Penelope fpeaks thus through indignation ; the grief that 
flie conceives at the hardincfs of men, in finding out a way to 
pafs the feaa as well as land, furnillied her with theie figuies 
very naturally | for figures are agreeable to pailion. 

m 
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Around their fov'xdga wept the menial kky . 
To whom ihe thus addrels'd her 
Behind a wretch whota ail the Gods 

To woe] Did ever forrows ejual xxkine? 

V 

Long to my joys my deareft Lord is loft, 960 

His country's buckler, and the Gncian boaft : 

Now from my fond embrace, by tempeib torn^ * 

Our other txAmm oS the ftate is borne : 

Nor took a kind adieu, aor fought confont! ^ - 

Unkind confed'nites' in his dire intent 1 '965 

III fuits it with your fhews of duteooB zci^ 

From me the purposed voyage to cooceak: 

Tho' at the fiiemn imdoight hour he rofe^ 

Why did you fear to trouble my repo&? : 

He either bad obey 'd my fond defire^ 

Or feea his mother pierc'd with grief expire * { 

ftd Dolius quid& attend, the faithful ilave 

Whom to iQjr Moptittl tnm £tfri2/f gave, 

T' attend thefridt>{iom: widi inceflant Cpccd 

He (hall tfaie nolnceof deatfa deeited, 97/ 

To good I^/te tdL Esfcrien^dage 

May timely intercept the rufian-raee. 
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Convene the tribes, the murdVous .plot re« 
veal. 

And to their pow'r to iave his race appeal. 

Then Eurycka thus. My deareft dread ! 980 
Tho' to the IWord I bow this hoary head. 
Or if a dungedn be the pain decreed, 
I own me oonloous of th' unpkafing deed: 
Auxiliar to his flight, my aid impkM:*d,. 
With irine and viands I the veflel flor!d: 985 
A ibkmn oath, impos'd, the iecret ieal'd, 
Till the twelfth dawn the light of lieav'n re- 
vealed. 

Dreading th' f&St of a fond mother's fear. 
He dar'd not violate your royal ear. 
But bathe, and in imperial robes array 'd, 990 
Pay due devotions to die * Martial maid. 

And reft affianc'd in her giiar£an aid* . 
Send not to good Laertes^ nor engage -j 

In toib of ibte the miieries of agfe : 

Tb impious to fimniie, the pow'rs divine . 995 

To ruin doom the j^i^v^-defcended line : 



Digitized by Google 



Book I v.. HOMER'S ODYSSEY. 231 

Long fliall the rac^ of juft Arcejm reign. 
And Ifles remote enlarge his old domain. 

The Queen her ^ech with calm attention hears. 
Her eyes reftrain th^ filver-ftreaming tears : iqoo 
She bathes, and rob'd, the facred dome afcends : 
Her pious fpeed a female train attends ; 
The lalted cakes in canifiem w laid. 
And thus the Queen invokes Minerva*s ^d. 

f, 998. jfnd IJles remote enlarge his old domain '\ Dacier of- 
fers a Criticifm upon thefe laft words of EurycUa: it cannot 
be imagined thefe fertile fields can be fpoken of Ithaca ; P/v 
tar(b*s defcription ofit is intirdy contradidory to this : Ithmm^ 
(ays hC) is rough and mountainous* fit only to breed goMi 
upon cultivation it fcarce yields any fniits* and thefe lb 
worthlefs, as fcarce to recompenfe the labour of gathering." 
Honur therefore by this expreffion intended the other domi- 
nions of Ulyffesy fuch as Cepbalema, Sec. 

But I queftion not, that the whole dominions of UI}Jps are 
included, Ithaca as well as CephaUnia j for though Iihaua was 
mountainous, yet the vallies were fruitful, according to the 
delcription of it in the thirteenth of the Odji/fy* 

The rugged foil allows no level fpace 

For flying chariots, or the rapid race; 

Yet not ungrateful to the Peafant's pain. 

Suffices fuinefs to the fwelling grain : 

Tlie loaded trees their various fruits producey 

And cluft'ring grapes affiard a gen'rous juice, ^e. 

As for her remark upon avovfo^, it is of no validiqri the word . 
. iUnds in oppofition to i^fM^** and implies no more than bere^ 
. jOF at a diftance in general* 

VOL* !• S 
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Daughter divine of Jcve, whpfe arm can 
widd 1005 
Th' avenging bolt, and ihake the dreadful ihield ! 
If e'er Ufyjes to thy fane prefeir'd 
The bed and choicefV of his flock and herd 
HeaTj Goddefs, hear, by thofe oblations woni 
And for the pious fire preferve the fon : i o i o 
Hb wfh'd return with happy pow'r befriend. 
And on the Suitors let thy wrath defcend. 

She ceas'd ; ihrill extafies of joy declare 
The fav'ring Godde6 prefent to the pray'r : 
The Suitors heard, and deem'd tlie mirthful voice 
A fignal of her Hy menseal choice : i o 1 6 

1 015. The Suitors heard^ and deentd ihe mrthftd voice 

j1 fignal of her Hymeni€r,l chb'ict\'\ 

It may be afked «4ience this conjediure of the Suitors arifes ? 
Piwlope is defcribed as weeping gricvoufly, and fainting away, 
and yet immediately the Suitors conclude (be is preparing for 
the nuptials. Euflathius anfwers, that undoubtedly the Suitors 

underftood the Queen had purified herfelf with water, and 
fupplicated the Goddefs Minerva^ thuu.'ji the Poet omits the 
relation of fuch little pai tlcularities. But whence is it that 
the Poet gives a greater fhare of wifdom to Eurycica than to 
Penelope? Fenelcpe commands a fervant to fly with the news 
of the abfence of Tehmachm to Laeries^ which could not at all 
advantage Telemachus^ and only grieve Laertts: Euryclea im- 
mediately diverts her from that vain intention, advifes her to 
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Whilft one moft jovial thus accofts the boards 
Too late the Queen &le£b a fecond lord: 
In evil hour the nuptial rite intends, 1019 
When o*er her fpn difafbrous death impends.'* 
Thus he unikiil'd of what the Fates provide 1 
But with fevere rebuke jlntinous cry'd. 

Thefe empty vaunts will make the voyage vain > 
Alarm not with difcourfe the menial train : 
The great event with filent hope attend ; 1025 
Our deeds alone our couniel muft commend. 

His fpeech thus ended ihort, he frowning rofe. 
And twenty chiefs renown'd for valpur.choie : 

have recourfe to heaven, and not add mifery to the already mi- 
ferable Laertes : this is Wifdom in Euryclea. But it muft be 
GonfelTed that the other is Nature in Penelope: EurycUa if - 
calm, Pmelopi in a paffion : and Homer would have Jbeen a 
very bad painter of human Nature^ if he had drawn PeneUpe^ 
thus heated with paifion, in the mild temper of Euryclea ; grief 
and refentment give Penelope no time to deliberate, whereas 
F.urycka is lefs concerned, and confequently capable of think- 
ing with more tranquillity. 

ir. 1022. IVtth rebuke fevere Antinous cty^d.] Jnt'mous 
fpeaks thus in return to what had been before faid by one of 
the Suitors concerning Telcmachus^ viz* *' the Queen little 
" imagines that her fon's death approaches;" he fears left 
Penelope (hould know their intentions, and hinder their mea^ 
fures by raiAng the.fubjei^ of Ithaca that ftiU letai^i^d their 
fidelity,- Dader, 

S a 
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Dovm to the ftrand he fpeeds with haughty ftrides. 
Where andior'd in the bay the vefiet'rides^ 1030 
Replete with mail and military ftore. 
In all her tackle trim to quit the ihore. 
The defp'rate crew afccnd, unfurl the fails ; 
(The iea-waid prow invites tlie tardy gales) 
Then take repaft, *till Hefperus difplay'd 1035 
His golden circlet in the weftern ihade. 

Meantime the Queen without refection due» 
Heart- wounded, to the bed of ftate withdrew : 
In her fad breaft the Prince's fortunes roU, 
And hope and doubt alternate feize her Ibul. 1 040 
So when the wood-man's toil her cave furrounds. 
And with the hunter's cry the grove reibunds ; 

f, 1041. So when tht wood-man* s toil^ &c.] The Poet, to 
fliew the majcfly and high fpirit of Penelope^ compares her to 
a Ltoneis : he manages the allufion very artfully : he de(cnbea 

the Lionefs not as exerting any dreadful afts of violence, (for 
fuch a comparifv'U is only proper to be iipplicd to a Hero) but 
in«'lofed by her enemies; v/hich at od :e llievvs both her dan- 
ger and noblencfs of fpirit I'nder it : it is in the Greejk ^oA»o» 
«uc^e»t which may fignify either a circle of toils or n^ts, or a 
circle of enemies : the former is perhaps preferable, as cor- 
refpoodiog heft with the condition of Penelope^ who was fur- 
rounded with ^e fbcrec amhuihes and ihares of the Suitors. 
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With grief and rage the mother-Uon j^^n^ 
Tearkfs herfelf, yet trembles for her young. 

While penfive in the filent flumbYouslhade, 1 04 5 
Sleep s gentle pow'rs drooping eyes invade % 
Mineruay life-like on imbody'd air 
Impreis'd the form of Ipbtbima the £ur : 
(Icarius daughter ihe> whofe blooming charms 
Allur'd Eumelus to her virgin-arms iQy> 

^, 1047* Minerva, Ufi-Uh on tmbod/d mr 

Impreft the form^ &c.] 

We have here an imaginary Being introduced by the Poet : the 
whole is managed with great judgment \ it is ihort» becaufe 
it has not a direct and immediate relation to the progids of 
the Poeoi» and becaufe fuch imaginary intercourfes have ever 
been looked upon aa fudden in appearance, and as fudden in 
vanifhing away. The ufe the Poet makes of it, is to relieve 
Penelope from die extremity of defpair, that fhe may ad her 
part in the future fcenes with courage and conftancy. We 
fee it is Minerva who fends this phantom to Penelope to com- 
fort her : now this is an allegory to exprefs that as foon a?? 
the violence of forrow was over, the mind of Penelope returned 
to ibme degree of tranquillity : Minerva is no more than the 
refult of her own rcfledtion and wifdom, which baniihed from 
her breaft thofe melancholy appreheniions. The manner 
likewife of its introduction is not lefs judicious ; the mind is 
apt to dwell upon thofe objeds in fleep which make a deep 
impreffion wh^ awakens this is the foundation of the •Poet's 
fidUon ; it is no more than a dream which he here defcribes, 
but he clothes it with a body, gives it a momentary exiftence, 
and by this method exalts a low circumftance into dignity and 
Poetty. 
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A fcepter*d Lord, who p er the fruitful plain 
Of Tbeffidy, wide ftretch'd his ample reign :) 
As Palla$ wiU'd, along the fable fkies 
To calm the Queen the Phantom-fiiter flies. 
Swift on the legal ^ome delceniting right, 1055 
The boked valves are pervious to her flight. 
Cloie to ^r head the pkafuig vifion ftands, 
^nd thus performs Minerva^ high conunands. 

O why, Fenclopey this caufelels fear. 
To render fleep's foft blefling unfincere ? 1060 
Alike devout to forrow s dire extreme 
The day-refle£tion, and the midnight-dream 1. 
Thy fon, the Gods propitious will reftore. 
And iHd thee ceafe his abfence to deplore. 
To whom the Qg^en, (whilfl: yet her penfiye 

mind 1065 
Was in the iilent gates of ileep confin'd) 
O fitter, to my foul for ever dear, 
Why this firft vifit to reprove my-fear ? 
How in a realm fo diftant fliou*d you know 
.From what deep fource my ccafelefs forrows 

flow? 1070 
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To all my hope my royal Lord is loft. 
His country's buckler, and the Grecian boaft : 
And witii confummate woe to weigh me dowa,. 
The heir of all his hotiours, and his crown,^ 
My darling fon is fled 1 an eafy prey x 075 
To the fierce ftorms, or men more fierce than they': 
Who in a league of blood afibciates fwom. 
Will intercept th' unwary Youth's return* 

Cour.age refume, the ihadowy form replyVl, 
In the prote6ting care of heav'n confide : 1080 

1073. And with cMfummate woe, tec.] In the original, 
' Penelope fays plainly, (he is more concerned for her fon than 

her hufband. I (hall tranflate Daciers obfcrvations upon this 
paflage. W e ought not to reproach Penelope for this feemingly 
fhocking declaration, in preferring a Ton to a hufband ; her 
fentiment is natural and juft ; fhe had all the rcafon in the 
world to believe that VljilJes was dead, fo that all her hopes, 
all her afi'edtion was entirely placed upon Telemaebus: his loft 
therefore mufl: unavoidably touch her with the lugheft degree 
of feniibility ; if he is loft, (he can have recour/e to no (econd 
comfort. But why may we not allow the reafon which Pe-* 
nekpe herfelf gives for this fuperiority of fbrrow for Telejna- 
thmf ** Telemaebus y fays fhe, is unexperienced in the world, 
« and unable to contend with difficulties : whereas Vlyjfes 
** knew how to extricate himrclf upon all emergencies." This 
is a fufficicnt reafon why (he (hould fear more for Tekmachtt 
than Ulyffes : her aftedion might be greater for Uhffis than 
Telemachus, yet her fears might be ftronger for the fon than 
the hulband, Ulyjfes being capable to furmount dangers by 
c^ierience, Telemaebus being new to all difficultiesb 
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On hipi attends the blue-ey'd martial Maidj 
What earthly can implore a furer aid^? 
Me now the guardian Goddefi deigns to fend. 
To bid thee patient his return attend; 

The Queen replies : If i,n the bleft abodes 1085 
A Goddeis, thou haft commerce with the Gods ; 
Say, breathes my Lord the bliisf ul reahn of 

.light, — , 

Or lies be wrapt in"ever-during night ? 
. Enquire not of liis doom, tlie Phantom cries^ 
I Ipeak not aH the counfel of the Ikies : 1090 

f. 1089* Enpure not bts dom^ &C.J It may 9|ked 
wbat is the reafon of this condud, aCiid why ihould the Phan- 
tom tefuie to i^Iate any thing concerning the condition of 

Ulyjfes? Eujlathius SLtiCwerSj that if the Phantom had related 
• the full truth of the ftory, the Poem had been at an end ; 
the very conftitution of it requires that Ulyjfei (hould arrive 
unknown to all, but chiefly to his wife, as will appear in the 
profecution of the ftory : the queilion is very natural for an 
affectionate wife to make concerning an abfent hufband ; but 
this being an improper place for the difcovery, the Poet defers 
the folution of it, till the unravelling of the whole in the 
condufion of the Poem* 

The action of this book takes up the fpace of two nights 

and one day> fo that -from the opening of the Poem to the 
introdu£lion of Ulyjjes are fix days completed. 

But how lnn[r a. time Telemachus afterwards ftaid with Mene^ 
Uua is a queiiion, wtiicb has employed fome modern Fremb 
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Nor muft indulge with vain difcourfe, or long, 
The windy fatisfaftion of the tongue. 

Swift thro* the valves Ae vifionarjr fkir 
Repafi'd, and viewlefs mix'd with oommon air. 
The Queen awakes, delivered of hegr woes : 1095 
With florid joy her heart dilating glows ; 
The viiion, manifeft of future fate. 
Makes her with hope her fon's arrival wait. 

Meantime the Suitors plough the wat'ry 
plain, 

fTekmacbus in thought already (lain ! noo ^ 
When fight of lefs'ning Maca was lofl. 
Their fail direfted for the Samian coaft, 
A finall but verdant Ifle appeared in view. 
And jifieris th' advancing Pilot knew : 

Criticks ; one of which maintains, that he ftaid no longer 
than thefe 'two nights at Lacedamon: but it is evident from 
the fequel of the Odfjfy^ that Telemaclm arrived again at hba-^ 
ca two days af^er Vlyffes\ but Vljjjfei was twenty-nine days In 
paffing froih (^pti to hhacoy and coniequently during that 
whde time Tikmaehus muft have been ablent from Itbaca, 
The ground of that Critick's miftake was from the filence of 
- Homer as to the exa6l time of his ftay, which was of no im- 
portance, being diftinguiftied by no aclion, and only in an 
Epifodical part. The fame thing led me into the like error 
in the Note on jr* 421 of the fecond book, where it was faid 
that TeUmatbus rettimed to Mata in Idii than twelve days^ , 

« 
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An ample port the rocks projefted form, 1105 
To break the rolling waves, and ruffling ftorm : 
That fafe recefs they gain with happy fpeed. 
And in clofe ambufli wait the murd lous deed. 



The End of the First Volume. 
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